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General Manager

Woodland-Davis Clean Water Agency
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Subject: WOODLAND-DAVIS CLEAN WATER AGENCY LONG-TERM WATER TRANSFER
PROJECT
DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (DSEIR)
SCH No. 2006042175

Dear Tim Busch:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received and reviewed the Notice of

Availability of a DSEIR from Woodland-Davis Clean Water Agency (WDCWA) for the WDCWA
Long-Term Water Transfer Project (Project) pursuant the California Environmental Quality Act

(CEQA) statute and guidelines.!

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding those
activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish, wildlife, native plants, and
their habitat. Likewise, CDFW appreciates the opportunity to provide comments regarding
those aspects of the Project that CDFW, by law, may need to exercise its own regulatory
authority under the Fish and Game Code.

CDFW ROLE

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those resources
in trust by statute for all the people of the State (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7, subd. (a) & 1802;

1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The "CEQA Guidelines” are
found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000.
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Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a).) CDFW, in its trustee
capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and management of fish,
wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically sustainable populations of those
species. (Fish & G. Code, § 1802.) Similarly for purposes of CEQA, CDFW provides, as
available, biological expertise during public agency environmental review efforts, focusing
specifically on projects and related activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish
and wildlife resources.

CDFW may also act as a Responsible Agency under CEQA. (Pub. Resources Code, § 21069;
CEQA Guidelines, § 15381.) CDFW expects that it may need to exercise regulatory authority
as provided by the Fish and Game Code. As proposed, for example, the Project may be
subject to CDFW's lake and streambed alteration regulatory authority. (Fish & G. Code, §
1600 et seq.) Likewise, to the extent implementation of the Project as proposed may result in
“take” as defined by State law of any species protected under the California Endangered
Species Act (CESA) (Fish & G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), the project proponent may seek related
take authorization as provided by the Fish and Game Code.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

WDCWA proposes to secure additional water supplies from the Sacramento River through
long-term transfers from South Sutter Water District, Te Velde Farms, The Nature Conservancy,
and/or Sacramento River Settlement Contractors (collectively, the “Sellers”). The transferred
water would help WDCWA's water demands during dry-year conditions, Term 91
curtailments, Shasta Critical Year conditions, and potential Drought Preparedness Plan
scenarios involving a 50 percent reduction in available supplies. Transfer water would be
diverted at WDCDWA's existing Sacramento River intake facility, known as the Joint Intake
Facility, and conveyed through the existing raw water pipeline to the Regional Water
Treatment Facility.

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

CDFW supports a long-term transfer solution to WDCWA's current and anticipated water
supply deficiencies and is primarily concerned with the lack of impacts analysis in the DSEIR
with respect to the “Sellers” side of the fransfer. While the DSEIR identifies potential transfer
opportunities, it only generally describes the transfer fiming, duration, and volume and does
not characterize any potential impacts to the originating water source for the long-term
transfers. The SEIR also does not identify the specific transfer mechanism, rather signals that
water may be transferred by any of multiple mechanisms including reservoir reoperation,
groundwater substitution, water conservation, and water supply source diversification.
Without knowing the when, where, and how of the seller side of the transfer, CDFW cannot
meaningfully evaluate the potential effects on fish and wildlife; including impacts to
flow-dependent migration, spawning and rearing habitat, entrainment risk, and temperature
conditions for sensitive fish species; and the DSEIR does not meet the level of detail required
under CEQA to fully disclose potential impacts.
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CDFW recommends that the SEIR be revised to include a biological resources impacts
analysis based on the “Sellers” side of the proposed long-term water transfers that evaluates
long-term transfer water sources, timing, mechanisms, and conveyance and operations
decisions that affect in-stream flow volume, rate of change, timing, and temperature.

CONCLUSION

Pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21092 and § 21092.2, CDFW requests written nofification
of proposed actions and pending decisions regarding the proposed project. Written
notifications shall be directed to: California Department of Fish and Wildlife North Central
Region, 1701 Nimbus Road, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 or emailed to
R2CEQA@wildlife.ca.gov.

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the DSEIR for the Woodland-Davis Clean
Water Agency Long-Term Water Transfer Project to assist WDCWA in identifying and
mitigating Project impacts on biological resources. CDFW personnel are available for
consultation regarding biological resources and strategies to minimize and/or mitigate
impacts. Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to Alyssa
Obester, Senior Environmental Scientist, at Alyssa.Obester@wildlife.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

DocuSigned by:

Marpon. kilgpwr

C3A86764C0AD4FG...

Morgan Kilgour, PhD
Regional Manager

ec: Briana Seapy, Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisory)
Alyssa Obester, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation, State Clearinghouse, Sacramento
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