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If applicable, describe any of the project’'s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Areas of controversy have been identified for the Proposed Project, based on comments made during the 55-day public
review period in response to information published in the Notice of Preparation. Areas of controversy included impacts
associated with surface water diversion on aquatic biclogical resources and water recreation as well as concerns about
growth within the county under the adopted General Plan and the associated secondary effects of growth (e.g., traffic, air
quality, loss of open space).

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

State Water Resources Control Board
Sacramento Municipal Utilities District




Project Description

The EI Dorado County Water Agency proposes to implement the El Dorado Water Reliability Project
(Proposed Project) to secure the partial assignment of surface water rights (State Filed Applications 5644
and 5645) of up to 40,000 acre-feet per year from the upper American River and its tributaries. Consistent
with the 2005 El Dorado—SMUD Cooperation Agreement, the surface water would be stored and diverted
at the existing Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) Upper American River Project facilities
and delivered to two locations: SMUD’s White Rock Powerhouse Penstock and the El Dorado County
area of Folsom Reservoir, where the South Fork American River meets the upper reach of the reservoir.
This surface water would be put to reasonable and beneficial use to help meet projected water demands
associated with the anticipated land use capacity identified in the adopted 2004 El Dorado County
General Plan, as amended, for the western slope of El Dorado County that extends from the Sierra
Nevada crest at Echo Summit west to the Sacramento County line. No new diversion, storage, treatment,
or distribution facilities would be built or operated as part of the Proposed Project.
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