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Summary Form for Electronic Document Submittal Form F

Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #: 1998121054

Project Title: Rainbow East Exploration Project

Lead Agency: Imperial County Planning and Development Services Department

Contact Name: /Mlan Molina, Planner I

Email: alanmolina@co.imperial.ca.us Phone Number: (442) 265-1736

Project Location: Unincorporated Imperial County
City County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Western Mesquite Mines, Inc. proposes to implement a short-term exploratory drilling program for minerals within the
Project Area on Bureau of Land Management-administered lands east of the Rainbow Pit area of the existing Mesquite
Mine. The Project would construct up to 22 drill pads for drilling 23 exploration holes; each pad would include a lined drill
sump to contain drilling fluids and cuttings. Other proposed features include five new short-term access roads totaling up
to 4,500 linear feet and permanent widening of approximately 1,315 linear feet of existing BLM Route 949 by four feet.
Approximately 91,000 pounds of material would be removed for testing. The Project would result in approximately 2.34
acres of surface disturbance and would occur intermittently over a period of up to 24 months. All short-term disturbances,
including the drill pads and access roads, would be reclaimed following completion of exploration activities. No mineral
production or permanent mining facilities are proposed. Imperial County will consider approval of Reclamation Plan No.
24-0001 pursuant to the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA).

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The Initial Study concludes that the Project would not result in new significant environmental effects or a substantial
increase in the severity of effects previously analyzed in the certified 2002 FEIR/EIS and subsequent environmental
review documents. The Project would incorporate applicable Project Design Features, Conservation and Management
Actions, previously adopted mitigation measures, regulatory and permit requirements, and other environmental
protection measures. No new mitigation measures are required. An Addendum to the 2002 FEIR/EIS has been prepared
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 and 15164.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The Quechan Indian Tribe has expressed interest in the Project’s potential effects on cultural and tribal cultural
resources. These issues are addressed in the Initial Study and applicable environmental protection measures.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Colorado River Basin Regional Water Quality Control Board
Imperial County Air Pollution Control District




