
IMPERIAL COUNTY 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY AND PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE INITIAL STUDY AND 
ADDENDUM TO THE 2002 MESQUITE MINE FINAL EIR/EIS FOR THE RAINBOW EAST 

EXPLORATION PROJECT 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2026 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Imperial County Planning and Development Services 
Department, as lead agency, has prepared an Initial Study and Addendum to the certified 
2002 Mesquite Mine Final Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement 
(FEIR/EIS) for the Rainbow East Exploration Project. The County is making the Initial Study 
and Addendum available for a voluntary 30-day public review period from September 18, 
2026, through October 19, 2026. 

PROJECT TITLE: Rainbow East Exploration Project (SCH No. 1998121054). 

PROJECT LOCATION: The approximately 214.9-acre Project Area is located on Bureau of 
Land Management-administered lands east of State Route 78 in unincorporated eastern 
Imperial County, approximately 6 miles northeast of Glamis and 35 miles east of Brawley. 
The Project Area is east of the Rainbow Pit area of the existing Mesquite Mine. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Western Mesquite Mines, Inc. proposes the Rainbow East 
Exploration Project on Bureau of Land Management-administered lands east of the Rainbow 
Pit area of the existing Mesquite Mine. The Project would construct up to 22 drill pads for 
drilling 23 exploration holes; each pad would include a lined drill sump to contain drilling 
fluids and cuttings. Other proposed features include five new short-term access roads 
totaling up to 4,500 linear feet and permanent widening of approximately 1,315 linear feet of 
existing BLM Route 949 by four feet. Approximately 91,000 pounds of material would be 
removed for testing. The Project would result in approximately 2.34 acres of surface 
disturbance and would occur intermittently over a period of up to 24 months. All short-term 
disturbances, including the drill pads and access roads, would be reclaimed following 
completion of exploration activities. No mineral production or permanent mining facilities 
are proposed. Imperial County will consider approval of Reclamation Plan No. 24-0001 
pursuant to the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA). 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: The Initial Study concludes that the Project would not result in 
new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of effects 
previously analyzed in the certified 2002 FEIR/EIS and subsequent environmental review 
documents. The Project would incorporate applicable Project Design Features, 
Conservation and Management Actions, previously adopted mitigation measures, 



regulatory and permit requirements, and other environmental protection measures. No new 
mitigation measures are required. The Addendum has been prepared pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Sections 15162 and 15164. 

PUBLIC HEARING: An Imperial County Planning Commission public hearing will be 
scheduled to consider the Addendum and approval of Reclamation Plan No. 24-0001. 
Notice of the hearing date, time, and location will be provided separately. 

 


