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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION 

To:  Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation (LCI)
State Clearinghouse 

P.O. Box 3044, 1400 Tenth Street, Room 212 

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

From: Department of Toxic Substances Control 

Permitting Division

9211 Oakdale Avenue 

Chatsworth, CA 91311 

Subject:  Filing of Notice of Determination in Compliance with Section 21108 of the Public Resources 

Code  

Project Title:  Tesoro Refining & Marketing Company LLC, Class 3 Permit Modification 

State Clearinghouse Number:  1996103159 

Project Location:  1801 East Sepulveda Boulevard, Carson, CA 90810 

County:  Los Angeles 

Project Applicant:  Tesoro Refining & Marketing Company LLC 

Project Description:  The California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), pursuant to 

authority granted under California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4.5, Chapter 20, Section 

66270.42 is approving an Addendum to a previously adopted Initial Study/Negative Declaration for a 

Class 3 Permit Modification to the existing Hazardous Waste Post Closure Facility Permit (Permit) for 

Tesoro Refining & Marketing Company LLC (Refinery). This Permit Modification will authorize 

permanent repair to a lined surface impoundment (West Basin) located at 1801 East Sepulveda 

Boulevard in Carson, California 90810. This Permit Modification does not include any ground 

disturbing activities or operational changes and all previous Post-Closure Permit requirements will 

remain in effect.  

Background: The Refinery is  approximately 702-acres  that processes crude oil to make gasoline, 

jet fuel, diesel, liquefied petroleum gas, sulfur, and petroleum coke. The Refinery manages the East 

and West Basins as surface impoundments for emergency management of non-hazardous waters, 

including stormwater and mixed process water during large storm events. The West Basin was 

constructed in 1969 of 4-inch-thick steel reinforced gunite concrete, encompassing an area of nearly 

2 acres, with an average depth of 22 feet below ground surface, and liquid capacity of approximately 

10.23 million gallons. Water temporarily stored in the West Basin is discharged to the Refinery’s 

wastewater treatment system and subsequently discharged to the Los Angeles County Sanitation 

District. The West Basin was certified closed in 1997 and no hazardous waste has ever been stored 

in the West Basin since closure. Post-closure activities include groundwater monitoring, site 
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inspections, repair, and maintenance of the monitoring wells and the West Basin. Post-closure 

structures associated with the retention basin includes the basin walls, liners, and pumps. 

The Permit Modification will raise the concrete floor of the West Basin to provide vertical separation 

between the floor surface and underlying fluids. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 

Groundwater Quality Assessment Reports have identified rising groundwater levels have resulted in 

upward seepage of underlying fluids through cracks that developed in the floor of the eastern portion 

of the West Basin where the basin floor is the deepest and intercepts the groundwater table. This 

increase in groundwater levels is attributed to historical and ongoing freshwater injections into West 

Coast Basin aquifers as part of the Dominguez Gap Barrier Project (DGBP), a Los Angeles County 

Department of Public Works (LADPW) seawater intrusion prevention project. To construct the raised 

floor, slurry backfill (or equivalent) will be placed directly on the existing basin floor to a level at or 

above the Protective Elevation. The backfill layer will be topped with poured-in-place reinforced 

concrete to create a new basin floor. This concrete layer will then be sealed using a primer coat and 

an impervious, chemically resistant, epoxy topcoat liner. Existing pumps and sumps will be modified 

to meet the new basin surface bottom elevation. There will be no construction or modifications to the 

East Basin. 

The purpose of this Permit Modification is to make permanent repairs to the West Basin floor. All post 

closure activities of the Basins will continue as previously approved. This Permit Modification does 

not include any ground disturbing activities or operational changes and all previous Post-Closure 

Permit requirements will remain in effect. This Permit Modification would not result in any new or 

substantially more severe significant impacts on the environment. 

As Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), DTSC approved the above-

described project on November 20, 2025, and has made the following determinations: 

1. The project will not have a significant effect on the environment.

2. A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation measures were not made a condition of project approval by DTSC.

4. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted for this project by DTSC.

5. Findings were not made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA by DTSC.
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The administrative record for this project is available to the public by appointment at the following 

location: 

Contact Person 

Zephyr Azarian 

Approver's Signature: 

Approver's Name 

Rameshwor Kaphle 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 

Permitting Division 

9211 Oakdale Avenue

Chatsworth, CA 91311 

Contact Title 

Hazardous Substances Engineer 

Approver's Title 

Acting Supervisor 

TO BE COMPLETED BY LCI ONLY

Date Received for Filing and Posting at LCI:

Phone Number 

(818) 938-8428

Date: 

December 3, 2025 

Approver's Phone Number 

(818) 717-6699
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