
Notice of Determination 1 FORM “F” 
 

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION 

TO: Recorder/County Clerk  
1600 Pacific Hwy, Suite 260 
San Diego, CA 92101-2422      
 
 

FROM: East County Advanced Water Purification 
Joint Powers Authority  
9300 Fanita Parkway 
Santee, CA 92071 
 
Contact: Mark Niemiec  
Phone: 619.258.4766 

 

TO:  Office of Planning and Research    
P. O. Box 3044  
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044    
    

 

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public Resources 
Code. 

State Clearinghouse Number 
(If submitted to SCH): 

      

2018091029       

Project Title: East County Advanced Water Purification Project 

Project Applicant: East County Advanced Water Purification Joint Powers Authority  

Specific Project Location – Identify street address and cross street or attach a map showing project site (preferably a 
USGS 15’ or 7 ½’ topographical map identified by quadrangle name): Northern terminus of Sycamore Canyon Road. 

General Project Location (City and/or County): City of Santee, San Diego County, CA 

Project Description: See attached.    

Identify the person or entity undertaking the project, including any private applicant, any other person undertaking an 
activity that receives financial assistance from the Public Agency as part of the project, and any person receiving a lease, 
permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement of use from the Public Agency as part of the project. East County 
Advanced Water Purification Joint Powers Authority 

This is to advise that the (  Lead Agency or   Responsible Agency) has approved the above described 
project on July 18, 2024 and has made the following determinations regarding the above described project: 

1.  The project will have a significant effect on the environment. 

  The project will NOT have a significant effect on the environment 

2.  An Environmental Impact Report was prepared and certified for this project pursuant to the provisions of 
CEQA and reflects the independent judgment of the Lead Agency. 

  A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA and reflects the 
independent judgment of the Lead Agency. 



Notice of Determination 2 FORM “F” 
 

  A Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA and reflects 
the independent judgment of the Lead Agency. 

3.  Mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of the project. 

  Mitigation measures were NOT made a condition of the approval of the project. 

4.  A Mitigation Monitoring or Reporting Plan was adopted for this project. 

  A Mitigation Monitoring or Reporting Plan was NOT adopted for this project. 

5.  A Statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted for this project. 

  A Statement of Overriding Considerations was NOT adopted for this project 

6.  Findings were made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

  Findings were NOT made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

  This is to certify that the Final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval, or the 
Negative Declaration, is available to General Public at: 

  Custodian: Mark Niemiec  

      

Location: East County Advanced Water 
Purification Joint Powers Authority, 9300 
Fanita Parkway, Santee, CA 92071 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Date:         

 

  
Signature 

 

Date Received for Filing:         

 

  
Title 

 
 
 
Authority cited:  Sections 21083, Public Resources Code. 
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. 

July 24, 2024

Director of East County AWP



East County Advanced Water Purification Project 

Addendum No. 1 to the Padre Dam Municipal Water District 2018 Initial Study/Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (SCH No. 2018091029) 

Project Description 

Padre Dam Municipal Water District (District) previously approved the East County Advanced Water 
Purification (AWP) Project (Project) and approved the associated Initial Study/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (IS/MND; SCH NO. 2018091029) in 2018. In February 2020, the East County AWP Joint 
Powers Authority (JPA) approved a resolution considering the 2018 IS/MND under CEQA, adopting the 
approved Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) and approving the Project. The JPA is 
implementing the Project in east San Diego County. The Project is an element of the Comprehensive 
Facilities Master Plan (CFMP) approved by the District through the 2017 Program Environmental Impact 
Report (PEIR). The District is a member of the JPA and the Administrator of the Project. The JPA is the 
CEQA lead agency for the Project. 

The Project will capture and treat wastewater generated within the east San Diego County area to 
produce a drought-resistant and locally controlled water supply for the region. The approved Project 
will provide approximately 30 percent of East County’s drinking water supply and will be capable of 
treating up to 16 million gallons per day (mgd) of raw wastewater and producing up to 12.5 mgd of 
potable reuse water, with the annual production of potable reuse water averaging 11.5 mgd. The 
Project includes AWP, wastewater recycling, and solids handling facilities. 

The Project analyzed in the 2018 IS/MND comprises five “packages” for the design and construction 

phases, as follows:  

• Package 1: the new Ray Stoyer Water Recycling Facility (WRF), Advanced Water Treatment Plant 

(AWTP) Facility, Solids Handling Facility (SHF), product water pump station, and Visitor’s Center;  

• Package 2: the East County AWP pipeline, dechlorination facility, aeration blower building and 

generator, and inlet to Lake Jennings;  

• Package 3: the residuals bypass system pipeline, residuals bypass system lift station, influent 

pump station improvements, new Water Recycling Facility Force Main (WRFFM) north of the 

East Mission Gorge Pump Station (EMGPS; previously termed the East Mission Gorge Force Main 

[EMGFM] in the 2018 IS/MND), and EMGPS improvements;  

• Package 4: the rehabilitated EMGFM (from the EMGPS to the South Mission Valley Trunk Sewer 

[SMVTS]) and the associated regional brine line (RBL); and  

• Package 5: the high strength waste (HSW) receiving and energy recovery component of the 

Project, which entails modifications to the Solids Handling and Energy Recovery Facility (SHERF) 

that was previously analyzed in the 2018 IS/MND.  

The Package 5 modifications to the SHERF are the focus of Addendum No. 1 to the 2018 IS/MND. The 
SHERF, as previously analyzed in the 2018 IS/MND, would receive and process the primary and waste 
activated sludge from the expanded Ray Stoyer WRF. The sludge would be thickened to reduce total 



volume before being fed to anaerobic digesters for solids stabilization and production of Class B 
biosolids. The stabilized solids would then be dewatered for further reduction in volume and discharged 
to biosolids trucks for hauling offsite. A portion of the generated biogas would be utilized in the boilers 
for heating digesters, with the excess biogas being flared on-site within a metal cylindrical enclosure. 
Design plans for the SHERF in the 2018 IS/MND included provisions for a future HSW receiving station 
and cogeneration building. The design plans that comprise the Package 5 modifications are proposed to 
be refined from those considered in the 2018 IS/MND. 

The Package 5 modifications would involve the receiving of HSW (i.e., organic food waste extracted from 
municipal waste streams), in addition to the sludge from the expanded Ray Stoyer WRF, to generate 
biogas produced through anaerobic digestion to create renewable energy via on-site combined heat and 
power (CHP) engines. Electrical power generated by the CHP units would be used to offset grid power 
for the Ray Stoyer WRF and AWTP facilities while thermal power would be recovered to displace natural 
gas use for hot water in the on-site boiler system. 

The JPA determined that no substantial changes are proposed in the Project and there are no 
substantial changes in the circumstances under which the Project will be undertaken that will require 
major revisions to the previously adopted 2018 IS/MND due to the involvement of new significant 
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects. 
Also, there is no “new information of substantial importance” as that term is used in CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15162(a)(3). 
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