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SCH #: 2010012027

Project Title: San Joaquin River Basin, Lower San Joaquin River, CA Project Compensatory Mitigation Plan

Lead Agency: San Joaquin Area Flood Control Agency
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Email: Phone Number:

Stockton and various unincorporated areas in Sacramento and San Joaquin Counties.
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

This Draft SEIR supplements the previously certified 2018 LSJR IIFR/EIS/EIR and 2023 TS30L Final SEIR and
addresses proposed modifications, changed circumstances, and new information not described in those prior
environmental documents. This Draft SEIR provides additional information needed to make the 2018 LSJR IIFR/EIS/EIR
and 2023 TS30L Final SEIR, as supplemented, adequate for the CMP. Consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15163,
this Draft SEIR contains only the information needed to analyze the CMP, including changed circumstances and new
information requiring additional environmental review. The CMP identifies seven options for meeting the compensatory
mitigation requirements for the LSJR Project. Based on feasibility and other screening criteria within the CMP, Option 4,
which requires a combination of mitigation bank credit purchases and construction of mitigation sites, was ultimately
chosen as the selected mitigation plan. Therefore, USACE and the NFS propose to purchase mitigation bank credits for
available species and habitat types, and construct mitigation sites on one or more proposed land parcels to meet the
remaining mitigation needs for the LSJR Project.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

As required by CEQA (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.2), the Draft SEA/SEIR objectively assesses and discloses
potential environmental effects of the LSJR CMP. Analysis in the 2018 LSJR IIFR/EIS/EIR and in the 2023 TS30L Final
SEIR determined that significant and unavoidable impacts may occur in the following resource areas that remain relevant
as significant and unavoidable impacts under the LSJR CMP: aesthetics, noise, recreation, transportation, and cultural
resources. The LSJR CMP Draft SEA/SEIR also identifies potentially significant impacts that can be mitigated to a less
than significant level for: air quality; paleontological resources; hazards, hazardous materials, and public safety; utilities,
service systems, and public services; wildfire; water quality; wetlands and other Waters of the United States; vegetation
and wildlife; and special status species.

Mitigation measures included in the LSJR CMP Draft SEA/SEIR that reduce the above-described potentially significant
impacts focus on: reducing construction-related NOx emissions and noise, reducing potential exposure to hazardous
substances, implementation of a traffic safety plan and worker safety plan, coordination with utility providers,
implementation of water quality avoidance and minimization measures, riparian and wetland habitat compensation,
special-status species habitat compensation, preconstruction worker awareness training for sensitive species and
resources, preconstruction habitat surveys, special-status species avoidance measures and buffers, establishment of
work windows, and requirements for inadvertent discovery of cultural materials and/or human remains.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

During public scoping for the 2018 LSJR IIFR/EIS/EIR, the following areas of controversy were identified:

PROPERTY ACQUISITION: In some cases, permanent property acquisition may be needed for project construction or
O&M. Temporary construction easements will likely be needed for construction staging and equipment access, and
temporary restrictions on access to private property may also be necessary. These effects are described in Chapter 5 of
the 2018 LSJR IIFR/EIS/EIR.

CONSTRUCTION-RELATED EFFECTS: The levee system in the project area is adjacent to residential areas.
Construction activities are likely to result in construction-related effects including noise, traffic, and air quality, and are
specifically described in Chapter 5 of the 2018 LSJR IIFR/EIS/EIR, in Chapter 3 of the 2023 TS30L Final SEIR, and in
Chapter 3 of the LSJR CMP Draft SEA/SEIR.

LEVEE ENCROACHMENT AND VEGETATION: The project is likely to include removal, relocation or replacement of
features in, on, or under the levee or adjacent O&M corridors, requiring the removal of vegetation and potential
special-status species habitats. This issue is described further in Chapter 5 of the 2018 LSJR IIFR/EIS/EIR in the
sections on vegetation, fisheries, wildlife, special-status species, visual resources, and recreation, and in Chapter 3 of
the 2023 TS30L Final SEIR and Chapter 3 of the LSJR CMP Draft SEA/SEIR.

EXECUTIVE ORDER 11988: Application of the EO to this study caused concerns about the ability of local jurisdictions to
meet their planning and development goals. This concern is particularly relevant to the RD 17 portion of the project area.
The project’s potential to induce growth, or remove a potential barrier to growth, is discussed in Section 3.6 of the 2018
LSJR IIFR/EIS/EIR, Section 3.2.10 of the 2023 TS30L Final SEIR, and Section 5.1 of the LSJR CMP Draft SEA/SEIR.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

Responsible agencies:
California Department of Water Resources

Trustee agencies:
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Department of Parks and Recreation




