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Notice of Determination

To: From:
Office of Planning and Research Department of Fish and Wildlife
CEQA Submit Bay Delta Region

2825 Cordelia Road, Suite 100

Contact: Alexander Single

Email: Alexander.Single @wildlife.ca.gov
Phone: (707) 799-4210

Lead Agency

Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit Commission (SMART)
5401 Old Redwood Highway, Suite 200

Petaluma, CA 94954

Contact: Bill Gamlen

Email: bgamlen@sonomamarintrain.org

Phone: (707) 794-3330

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21108
State Clearinghouse Number: 2002112033

Project Title: Timber Bridge Replacements at Basalt Creek (MP 29.31) and San Antonio Slough (MP 31.74) (Lake
or Streambed Alteration Agreement No. EPIMS-MAN-31623-R3)

Project Location (Marin County): The Project is located at two sites in the County of Marin, State of California.
The first location is at Basalt Creek, in the City of Novato; Latitude 38.12769 °N, Longitude -122.56394 °W; and
approximately 3,530 feet north of the intersection of U.S. Route 101 and Atherton Avenue.

The second location is at San Antonio Slough, in unincorporated Marin County; Latitude 38.16240 °N, Longitude -
122.56704 °W; and approximately 2,390 feet east of the intersection of U.S. Route 101 and San Antonio Road.

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has executed Lake and Streambed
Alteration Agreement (EPIMS-MAN-31623-R3), pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1602, to the project
Applicant, SMART.

The Project is limited to replacing two creosote-treated timber bridges on the SMART right-of-way.

At Basalt Creek, the SMART railroad will be temporarily removed and staged on the track bed. The existing 15-foot-
long and 20-foot-wide timber bridge, including abutments, will be removed to at least the level of grade and
disposed of properly. Substrate below each bridge abutment will be removed, widening the channel and creating
approximately 160 square feet of shaded stream channel. Two sheet piles and six H-piles will be installed using a
vibratory hammer, followed by installation of the abutments. After abutment placement is complete, a 27-foot-and-2-
inch-long and 20-foot-wide prefabricated steel bridge will be installed and the railroad re-installed.

At San Antonio Slough, the SMART railroad will be temporarily removed and staged on the track bed. The existing
44-foot-and-11-inch-long and 20-foot-wide timber bridge, including twenty 15-inch-diameter post piles and
abutments, will be removed to at least the level of grade and disposed of properly. Substrate below each bridge
abutment will be removed, widening the channel and creating approximately 200 square feet of shaded stream
channel. Two sheet piles, three steel pipe piles, and six H-piles will be installed using a vibratory hammer, followed
by installation of the abutments and bents. After abutment placement and bent construction is complete, a 58-foot-
and-2-inch-long and 20-foot-wide prefabricated steel bridge will be installed and the railroad re-installed.

The Project will result in 26 square feet and 10 linear feet of permanent impacts to San Antonio Slough as a result
of installation of new piles, however this impact will be offset by the creation of 298 square feet and 20 linear feet of
shaded stream channel, and the removal of creosote-treated timber piles and abutments. The Project will not result
in permanent impacts to Basalt Creek. The Project will create 20 linear feet and approximately 160 square feet of
shaded stream channel and will remove creosote-treated timber abutments at Basalt Creek. As the project is
widening the stream, and the widened section will be shaded, no new shading impacts will be caused to existing
stream channel.

The Project will result in approximately 3,287 square feet and 70 linear feet of temporary impacts to San Antonio
Slough and associated salt marsh habitat, of which 3,049 square feet is vegetated, and approximately 218 square
feet and 15 linear feet of temporary impacts to Basalt Creek and associated salt marsh habitat, all of which is
vegetated.
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The Project does not include any in-water work, with the exception of the use of a small boat to weld the new bents
to the superstructure of the bridge at San Antoino Slough which would occur during a high tide to ensure workers
are able to reach the underside of the structure. Piles will be installed when no water is present at the base of the
pile. No trees will be removed as part of the Project. Work will take place primarily at night due to SMART
operational requirements.

This is to advise that CDFW, acting as a Responsible Agency, approved the project described above on June 27,
2024 and has made the following determinations regarding the project pursuant to California Code of Regulations
section 15096, subdivision (i):

1. The project will not have a significant effect on the environment. This determination is limited to effects
within CDFW'’s permitting jurisdiction as a Responsible Agency.

2. CDFW considered the environmental impact report prepared by the Lead Agency for this project pursuant
to California Code of Regulations section 15096, subdivision (f).

Mitigation measures were made a condition of CDFW'’s approval of the project.

A Mitigation Reporting or Monitoring Plan was adopted by CDFW for this project.

A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted by CDFW for this project.
Findings were made by CDFW pursuant to California Code of Regulations section 15091.

I

The Final EIR prepared for the project is available to the general public at the office location listed above for the
Lead Agency. CDFW'’s record of project approval as a Responsible Agency is available at CDFW'’s regional office.

DocuSigned by:
. . . 6/27/2024
Signature; o Date:
Craig J. Weigh sstepFivesathental Program Manager

Date Received for filing at OPR:
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