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November 20, 2015

State Clearinghouse

State of California

1400 Tenth Street, Room 222
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Transmittal of the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the
' Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel Improvement Project (Avenue 54 to Thermal Drop
Structure), Riverside County, California

Dear Sir/Madam:

Enclosed please find fifteen (15) copies of the Notice of Preparation for the above referenced Coachella Valley
Stormwater Channel Improvement Project (Avenue 54 to Thermal Drop Structure), Riverside County, California.
The Coachella Valley Water District is the CEQA Lead Agency for this project. Based on our conversation with
your office, we understand that if this transmittal package arrives at the Clearinghouse by Noon on Monday,
November 23, 2015 the 30-day comment period will start on that date.

Thank you in advance for any assistance you can provide in expediting the transmittal of these NOPs for agency
review and the forwarding of comments in the timeliest manner possible. If the Clearinghouse receives comments,
please submit them by December 22, 2015 or as soon thereafter as possible. You may FAX comments to the
attention of Luke Stowe, Environmental Supervisor, at FAX No. (760) 398-3711 or email to Luke Stowe,
Istowe@CVWD.org within this time frame. Please also send hard copies via the mail to assure legible and
reproducible originals to:

Mr. Luke Stowe
Environmental Supervisor
Coachella Valley Water District
P.O. Box 1058
Coachella, CA 92236
(760) 398-2651

If you have any questions regarding the enclosed or require additional information, please do not hesitate to
contact me at (760) 398-2651.

Sincerely,

Steve Bigley, Director
Environmental Services

P.O. Box 1058 Coachella, CA 92236
Phone (760) 398-2651 Fax (760) 398-3711 www.cvwd.org
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION
AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel Improvement Project
(Avenue 54 to Thermal Drop Structure)

LEAD AGENCY: Coachella Valley Water District-
P.O. Box 1058
Coachella, California 92236

CONTACT PERSON: Luke Stowe, Istowe@CVWD.org
Phone: 760-398-2651, Fax: 760-398-3711

PROJECT TITLE: Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel Improvement Project
(Avenue 54 to Thermal Drop Structure)

PROJECT LOCATION: Unincorporated Community of Thermal and City of Coachella, Riverside County,
California. Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel segment extending from
approximately Avenue 54 to the Thermal Drop Structure. Portions of Section 15,
22 and 27 of Township 6 South, Range 8 East on the United States Geological
Survey 7.5 minute Indio and Mecca, California quadrangles.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is the Lead Agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and proposes the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the
proposed Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC) Improvement Project — Avenue 54 to the Thermal Drop
Structure (“Proposed Project”). The study area includes and is focused upon the existing trapezoidal channel with
banks consisting mostly of dirt and small sections of concrete.

The top width between levees is generally about 430 to 530 feet upstream of Airport Boulevard, 300 to 350 feet
between Airport Boulevard and Highway 111, and 450 to 550 feet downstream of Highway 111. The depth of the
channel below the levee crest (or top of bank in reaches where levees are not present) is about 30 to 45 feet
upstream of Airport Boulevard, 15 to 25 feet between Airport Boulevard and Highway 111, 25 to 40 feet
downstream of Highway 111, and only 5 to 20 feet in the most downstream reach. See Exhibit 1 Project Vicinity

In August 2014, CVWD prepared the CVSC Alternatives Study. The purpose of this study was to evaluate
conceptual channel improvements that will convey the 100-Year and the Standard Project Flood (SPF) with
adequate freeboard and minimal channel changes. The study area included the CVSC from Avenue 54
downstream to the Salton Sea. The proposed project is the first phase of the improvement program analyzed in
the Alternatives Study. Six (6) alternatives to improve flood conveyance and reduce hazards on the adjacent
floodplain were prepared for the feasibility analysis within the Alternatives Study.

P.O. Box 1058 Coachella, CA 92236
Phone (760) 398-2651 Fax (760) 398-3711 www.cvwd.org
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The EIR will consider the project Alternative No. 5 and project variants; including but not limited to:

. Concrete-lined banks and associated improvements from Avenue 54 downstream to Airport Boulevard
(Avenue 56)

. A partially or fully-lined concrete channel from Airport Boulevard downstream to the Thermal Drop Structure
(encompassing approximately 30-acres of channel bottom)

. Lowering of the invert of the existing Thermal Drop Structure

. Widening on the east side (left bank) of the two existing Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) Bridges

. Consideration and evaluation of alternative channel alignments and/or construction of a bypass channel to

ensure adequate channel capacity through the subject reach of the CVSC.

The EIR will evaluate:

. Up to 10,000 linear feet along one bank of the channel levee and approximately 1,500 linear feet on the
other bank, north of Airport Boulevard.
. Grub, grade, and concrete line the channel side slopes and potentially the channel bottom from

approximately Airport Boulevard south to and including the Thermal Drop Structure. Depending upon the
results on on-going hydraulic analysis, up to approximately 30-acres of channel bottom may be armored
with concrete.

. Scour protection for bridges crossing the channel including Airport Boulevard, State Highway 111, and rail
lines of the UPRR.

. Excavation of a parallel bypass channel immediately east of the existing CVSC and extending from Airport
Boulevard to a point just north of the Thermal Drop Structure.

. Additional components of the project, as necessary.

PROBABLE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: The District has reviewed the Proposed Project and has
determined that potentially significant impacts could result from the proposed improvements and enhancements
to the subject segment of the CVSC. The potential environmental effects from project implementation may
include impacts to aesthetics, biological resources, land use, and noise; and therefore, an Environmental Impact
Report should be prepared.

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: A 30-day public review period for the Notice of Preparation will commence on
November 23, 2015 and end on December 22, 2015. Written comments on the Notice of Preparation must be
received at the District within the public review period. In addition, you may email comments to the following
address: Istowe@CVWD.org. Copies of the Notice of Preparation are available for review at the above address
and at the City of Coachella Public Library at 1538 7" Street, Coachella, CA 92236.

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING: The public scoping meeting for this project will be held on December 9, 2015 at
6:00 p.m. at the District offices located at 51051 Tyler Street, Coachella, CA 92236.
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Notice of Preparation

Notice of Preparation

T0: State Clearinghouse fom: COAchella Valley Water District
1400 Tenth Street P.O. Box 1058
Sacramento, Califéfiia 95814 Coachella, Catifétiia 92236

Subject: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report

Coachella Va”ey Water District willbe the Lead Agency and will prepare an environmental

impact report for the project identified below. We need to know the views of your agency as to the scope and |
content of the environmental information which is germane to your agency's statutory responsibilities in
connection with the proposed project. Your agency will need to use the EIR prepared by our agency when
considering your permit or other approval for the project.

The project description, location, and the potential environmental effects are contained in the attached
materials. A copy of the Initial Study (O is & is not ) attached.

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible date but not
later than 30 days after receipt of this notice.

Please send your response to Coachella Va”ey Water District at the address

shown above. We will need the name for a contact person in your agency.

. " Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel Improvement Project - Avenue 54 to Thermal Drop Structure
Project Title:

o NOvember 20, 2015

Signature

S

Title Direc%’r/of Environmental Sgrvices
Telephone [ 00-398-2651

Reference: California Code of Regulations. Title 14, (CEQA Guidelines) Sections 15082(a), 15103, 15375.
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Coachella Valley Water District - Comment Card

Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel Improvement Project EIR
Public Scoping Meeting 12/09/2015

The Coachella Valley Water District is proposing improvements to the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (Avenue 54
to the Thermal Drop Structure). Please provide your comments on the project this evening, or before December 23, 2015
to Mr. Luke Stowe, Environmental Supervisor, phone: 760.398.2661, email: Lstowe@cvwd.org, or mail: PO Box 1058,
Coachella, CA 92236

Name Email or Phone Number

Comments:

Coachella Valley Water District — Comment Card

Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel Improvement Project EIR
Public Scoping Meeting 12/09/2015

The Coachella Valley Water District is proposing improvements to the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (Avenue 54
to the Thermal Drop Structure). Please provide your comments on the project this evening, or before December 23, 2015
to Mr. Luke Stowe, Environmental Supervisor, phone: 760.398.2661, email: Lstowe@cvwd.org, or mail: PO Box 1058,
Coachella, CA 92236

Name Email or Phone Number

Comments:




Distrito de Agua de el Valle de Coachella — Tarjeta de Comentario

Proyecto de Mejoramientos de El Canal de Aguas Pluviales de El Valle de
Coachella EIR (por sus siglas en Ingles)
Audiencia Publica 12/09/2015
El Distrito del Agua de El Valle de Coachella propone a realizar una series de mejoramientos en la parte de El Canal de
Aguas Pluviales de El Valle de Coachella que se extiende desde aproximadamente la Avenida 54 en el norte asta La
Estructura Caida de Thermal. Por favor proporcione sus comentarios sobre el proyecto esta noche, o antes del 23 de
Diciembre de 2015 a el Sr. Luke Stowe, Supervisor Ambiental, teléfono: 760-398-2661, correo electronico:

Lstowe@cvwd.org, o por correo: PO Box 1058, Coachella, CA 92236

Nombre Correo electronico o numero de teléfono

Comentarios:

Distrito de Agua de el Valle de Coachella — Tarjeta de Comentario

Proyecto de Mejoramientos de El Canal de Aguas Pluviales de El Valle de
Coachella EIR (por sus siglas en Ingles)
Audiencia Publica 12/09/2015
El Distrito del Agua de El Valle de Coachella propone a realizar una series de mejoramientos en la parte de El Canal de
Aguas Pluviales de El Valle de Coachella que se extiende desde aproximadamente la Avenida 54 en el norte asta La
Estructura Caida de Thermal. Por favor proporcione sus comentarios sobre el proyecto esta noche, o antes del 23 de
Diciembre de 2015 a el Sr. Luke Stowe, Supervisor Ambiental, teléfono: 760-398-2661, correo electronico:

Lstowe@cvwd.org, o por correo: PO Box 1058, Coachella, CA 92236

Nombre Correo electronico o numero de teléfono

Comentarios:
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