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To: From:

Office of Planning and Research Department of Fish and Wildlife
For U.S. Mail: Northern Region

P.O. Box 3044 619 2nd Street

Eureka, California 95501
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Contact: Jonathan Hollis

Street Address: Phone: 707-601-7237

1400 Tenth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814 Lead Agency (if different from above)
County of Mendocino
Dept. Planning and Building Services
860 North Bush Street
Ukiah, California 95482
Contact: Dirk Larson
Phone: 707-234-6650

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21108
State Clearinghouse Number: 2010109003

Project Title: McKenzie Bar Gravel Extraction Project (Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement No. EPIMS-MEN-
66628-R1C)

Project Location (include county): The project is located near 50510 Covelo Road, Dos Rios, on the Middle Fork Eel
River, approximately 1 mile from its confluence with the mainstem Eel River. The project is in County of Mendocino, State
of California; Section 5, Township 21 North, Range 13 West, Mt. Diablo Base and Meridian; Dos Rios U.S. Geological
Survey 7.5-minute quadrangle; Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 035-030-39; latitude 39.7087 N and longitude 123.3374 W.

Project Description: The project is limited to three encroachments: 1) commercial gravel extraction from the Middle
Fork of the Eel River at the site known as McKenzie Bar (CA MINE ID 91-23-0033); 2) installation of a temporary crossing
at Cable Creek; 3) water drafting from the Middle Fork Eel for the purposes of dust abatement. On December 17, 2015,
the County of Mendocino issued a Resolution granting approval of Conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan
Renewal UR_2014-0001 GARMAN FAMILY LAND COMPANY LLC. Consistent with the parameters set forth in the
County permit, and subject to annual approval from the gravel-extraction review agencies, the Permittee proposes
harvest of replenishment-based extraction volumes a maximum of 10 years over the 20-year period ending in 2035.
Gravel volumes shall not exceed 20,000 cubic yards of gravel, rock, and sand in any given year.

Gravel extraction shall be limited to the period between July 15 and October 15 in any given year. Operations shall
generally employ approved skimming methods that minimize impacts to bar or channel morphology. Accordingly, no
gravel shall be extracted from the upper portion of the bar, upstream of Cable Creek, to protect gravel bar shape and
function. Gravel extraction shall begin two feet above the pre-extraction cross-section water level and maintain a smooth
2% upward slope to the bank. Equipment shall not be operated within 10 feet of the water’s edge for wildlife and habitat
protection.

Total annual extraction volumes shall be replenishment-based and shall be determined on an annual basis based on
channel morphology and gravel replenishment, subject to review and approval by Mendocino County and CDFW. No
extraction shall occur in any given year unless sufficient replenishment is achieved.

During operations, water may be drafted from the Middle Fork Eel River adjacent to the gravel bar for use as dust control
only. Drafting will be limited to a maximum of 3,500 gallons/day and the maximum instantaneous diversion rate will not
exceed 350 gallons per minute. Intake screens will meet CDFW/NMFS fish screen requirements.

A temporary stream crossing may be necessary for access to the bar. The location, design, installation, and removal of
crossings will be subject to review and approval by the gravel-extraction review agencies.

Post-extraction reclamation activities will include removal of any remaining temporary gravel stockpiles, finished grading
of the gravel bar utilizing native materials to fill in low areas and depressions, re-contouring of the gravel bar to meet
agency-approved post extraction slopes and gravel bar configuration, removal of temporary crossings, installation of
storm water control measures, and removal of all work materials and debris.

This is to advise that CDFW, acting as [ ] the Lead Agency / [X] a Responsible Agency approved the above-described
project and has made the following determinations regarding the project pursuant to California Code of Regulations
section 15096, subdivision (i):
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1. The project will not have a significant effect on the environment. This determination is limited to effects within
CDFW’s permitting jurisdiction as a Responsible Agency.

2. A X mitigated negative declaration / [] negative declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the
provisions of CEQA.

CDFW considered the [X] mitigated negative declaration / [ ] negative declaration prepared by the Lead Agency
for this project pursuant to California Code of Regulations section 15096, subdivision (f).

Mitigation measures [X] were / [_] were not made a condition of CDFW’s approval of the project.

A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [] was / [X] was not adopted by CDFW for this project.

A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted by CDFW for this project.

Findings were not made by CDFW pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21081, subdivision (a).
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The [X] mitigated negative declaration / [ ] negative declaration prepared for the project is available to the general public
at the office location listed above for the Lead Agency. CDFW’s record related to the Lake or Streambed Alteration
Agreement is available to the public for review at CDFW’s regional office.
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Rebecca Garwood, N6AhEm Region Coastal Habitat Conservation Program Manager

Date Received for filing at OPR:
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