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3.2.1 Federal Agencies 

Letter A: Stephen P. Henry, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (April 7, 2020) 

 

 A 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-11 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-12 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-13 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-14 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-15 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-16 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-17 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

Response to Comment A-1 

Thank you for your comment in support of DAO 4.0. 

Response to Comment A-2 

Thank you for your comment of support. Please note that RAO 4.0 does not include the riparian 
or operational setback component. 

Response to Comment A-3 through A-10 

Thank you for your comment. This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment A-11 

This comment acknowledges known areas of controversy, including loss of agricultural land as a 
result of the proposed setback requirements and increased costs of compliance for growers; but 
asserts support for the adoption of DAO 4.0. As explained in Response to Comment A-2 and 
Master Response 2.8.8, RAO 4.0 does not include the riparian or operational setback 
components. 

Response to Comment A-12 

This comment acknowledges known areas of controversy, including concerns around food 
safety, loss of agricultural land, increased costs of compliance for growers; but asserts support 
for the adoption of DAO 4.0. In response to comments related to food safety and the loss of 
agricultural land, please refer to Master Response 2.8.8. As explained in Response to Comment 
A-2, RAO 4.0 does not include the riparian or operational setback components. In response to 
concerns related to increased costs of compliance for growers, refer to Master Response 2.9.1 
and 2.10. 

Response to Comment A-13 

Thank you for your comment. 
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Letter B: Joshua Fuller, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (June 19, 2020) 
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Response to Comment B-1 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment B-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.1. 

Response to Comment B-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.1; 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment B-4 

Thank you for your comment. 
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Letter C: Karen Lowell, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (June 22, 2020) 
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Response to Comment C-1 

Thank you for your comment. 

In addition, this comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.3. 

Response to Comment C-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment C-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8; 2.3.4; 
2.3.6. 

Response to Comment C-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment C-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8; 2.3.6. 

Response to Comment C-6 

The comment is noted.  

Response to Comment C-7 

The comment is noted.  

Response to Comment C-8 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.4. 

Response to Comment C-9 

The comment is noted.  

Response to Comment C-10 

Thank you for your comment. 
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3.2.2 State Agencies 

Letter D: Fernando Galli, California Department of Fish and Wildlife (April 9, 2020) 
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Response to Comment D-1 

The comment states that the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received the 
Notice of Availability and appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the DEIR. The 
comment is noted. 

Response to Comment D-2 

The comment outlines CDFW’s jurisdiction and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
responsibilities and concerns with respect to resources under its purview. The comment also 
asserts that the Proposed Project may result in “take” of species protected by the California 
Endangered Species Act (CESA) and California Fish and Game Code (CFGC). The comment is 
noted. 

Response to Comment D-3 

The comment presents the Proposed Project proponent, objectives, location, and timeframe. 
The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment D-4 

The comment establishes CDFW’s comments on the Proposed Project relating to identifying 
impacts and/or mitigation expected to be necessary regarding natural resources subject to 
CDFW jurisdiction. The comment asserts that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is 
appropriate for the Proposed Project given the claim of significant or potentially significant 
“direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) resources.” The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment D-5 

The comment concerns stream/riparian setback priority designation areas in the DAO 4.0 not 
designating the upstream reaches of the Pajaro River and major tributaries. CDFW asserts that 
the upstream reaches of the Pajaro River and major tributaries should receive priority 
designation (Priority 3 or, at a minimum, Priority 4 is recommended by CDFW for these streams) 
for a greater riparian setback distance and that this setback apply to stream segments where 
riparian vegetation is absent. The comment indicates that nutrient pollution in surface waters of 
the Upper Pajaro River and tributaries has been a long-term problem and that irrigated 
agriculture likely contributes the majority of nutrient loads to streams, which provide habitat for 
numerous protected species.  

Thank you for your comment regarding the operational riparian setback of the upstream 
reaches of the Pajaro River and its major tributaries. Please note that RAO 4.0 does not include 
the riparian or operational setback components. Please refer to Master Response 2.8.8. The 
purpose and objectives of the Proposed Project are stated in Section 2.4 of the DEIR and center 
on reducing irrigated agricultural pollutant effects on groundwater and surface water, as well as 
protecting riparian and wetland habitat. The Proposed Project is expected to result in a net 
improvement to water quality on streams within the Pajaro River watershed by reducing 
potential irrigated agriculture contributions of pollutants. 
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Response to Comment D-6 

The comment indicates that the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan (SCVHP) is also a Natural 
Community Conservation Plan (NCCP) and should be described as such in the revised 
environmental document. CDFW proposes that the riparian/stream setbacks in Agricultural 
Order 4.0 defer to the SCVHP stream setback distances. The SCVHP is acknowledged as an NCCP 
and the text in Chapter 3.3.4, Impact BIO-6 has been updated to reflect this. The commenter is 
correct in that the SCVHP is within the Proposed Project; however, the SCVHP does not regulate 
or apply to ongoing, active agricultural practices. Therefore, the stream setbacks established by 
the SCVHP do not apply to irrigated agriculture. Further, RAO 4.0 prohibits the disturbance of 
existing, naturally occurring, and established native riparian vegetative cover. 

In addition, please refer to Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment D-7 

The comment asserts that Mitigation Measure BIO-1 in the DEIR directs the enrollee to 
“minimize disturbance”, which CDFW interprets as a relative term. CDFW recommends the FEIR 
include more detailed guidance on how dischargers may avoid and minimize impacts. Mitigation 
Measure BIO-1 directs the enrollee to “avoid and minimize disturbance of riparian and other 
sensitive vegetation communities.” This requirement is further qualified with additional 
guidance that may require the enrollee to retain a qualified biologist to identify such sensitive 
biological resources (e.g., sensitive vegetative communities, special-status species), to 
accurately avoid and minimize potential impact to these communities. The last bullet requires 
the enrollee to undertake an additional CEQA review and a restoration or compensation plan in 
consultation with CDFW to mitigate the loss of sensitive biological resources, where adverse 
effects on such resources cannot by avoided. 

The second portion of the comment addresses Impact BIO-2 and indicates that the “DEIR does 
not include a full analysis to support the conclusion that riparian habitat removed by the 
Proposed Project would be less than significant.” The comment also recommends that the total 
area of riparian vegetation or number of shrubs and trees removed as a result of the Proposed 
Project be compared with the total riparian area or number of riparian trees and shrubs created, 
and that riparian habitat removed and created should be tracked by the CCWB “as a whole for 
the Project area.” Please see Response to Comment D-5, which describes that RAO 4.0 does not 
include the riparian or operational setback components, and Response to Comment D-6, which 
discusses the riparian vegetative cover disturbance prohibition included in DAO 4.0. Also, note 
that the RAO 4.0 includes a requirement for dischargers with waterbodies within or bordering 
their ranch to measure and report the current riparian area (average width and length, in feet) 
in the Annual Compliance Form.  

In addition, please refer to Master Response 2.1.3. 

Response to Comment D-8 

The comment suggests that a timeline be established (e.g., every 5 years) in which the amount 
of riparian habitat loss or gain is totaled. The comment further states that if there is a net loss of 
riparian habitat over the established timeline, that additional mitigation may warranted to 
offset the loss and additional CEQA analysis may be necessary. Please see Response to 
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Comment D-5, which describes that the RAO 4.0 does not include the riparian or operational 
setback components, and Response to Comment D-6, which discusses the riparian vegetative 
cover disturbance prohibition included in RAO 4.0. Also, see Response to Comment D-7, which 
discusses the requirement in RAO 4.0 for dischargers to monitor and report on the riparian 
vegetation area within or bordering their ranch. This requirement will serve as a means to track 
riparian habitat gain or loss over time.  

In addition, please refer to Master Response 2.8.8 

Response to Comment D-9 

The comment establishes suitable habitat for burrowing owls and indicates this species is not 
analyzed in the DEIR. CDFW asserts that the Proposed Project may impact burrowing owls or 
contribute to declines of this species, which has experienced major reductions across most 
populations throughout California. The comment recommends that the DEIR be revised to 
include a mitigation measure to implement surveys consistent with CDFW’s March 7, 2012 Staff 
Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation prior to Proposed Project impacts. Burrowing owl was 
considered in the DEIR as it is included in Appendix C, Special-status Species List. Periodic 
flooding of irrigated lands is likely not conducive to supporting burrowing owl burrow habitat, 
though the species could forage in irrigated lands. Please see Response to Comment D-7, which 
discusses Mitigation Measure BIO-1. Specifically, the requirements in bullets 2 through 4 of 
Mitigation Measure BIO-1 would avoid and minimize possible take of burrowing owl and 
occupied habitat. Should the action of an enrollee have potential to unavoidably take burrowing 
owl and occupied habitat, bullet 5 of Mitigation Measure BIO-1 requires additional CEQA review 
and the development of a restoration or compensation plan in consultation with CDFW to 
mitigate the loss of the resources. The pursuant CEQA review and resulting consultation with 
CDFW may result in requiring the implementation of the commenter’s proposed Mitigation 
Measure 1 at that time. 

Response to Comment D-10 

The comment recommends that the DEIR be revised to include a mitigation measure to mitigate 
permanent impacts to purported burrowing owl habitat through compensatory land acquisition 
and deeds to local land conservancies and protected in perpetuity. Please see Response to 
Comment D-9. 

Response to Comment D-11 

The comment recommends that the DEIR be revised to include a mitigation measure to direct 
enrollees to avoid the use of rodenticides to avoid direct or secondary poisoning of burrowing 
owl. The Proposed Project does not include changes to the use of rodenticides from 
existing/baseline conditions. 

Response to Comment D-12 

The comment asserts that foothill yellow-legged frog Southwest/South Coast, West/Central 
Coast, and East/Southern Sierra clades are listed as “endangered” under CESA. The comment 
further clarifies that the species’ Northeast/Northern Sierra and Feather River clades are listed 
as “threatened” under CESA. The DEIR text has been updated in the FEIR (see Appendix C in 
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Volume 2 of the FEIR) to reflect foothill yellow-legged frog’s current listing status under CESA as 
“endangered” within the Proposed Project area. 

Response to Comment D-13 

The comment asserts that tricolored blackbird is a “threatened” species under CESA. Appendix C 
of the DEIR has been updated in the FEIR (see Volume 2) to reflect this species’ current status. 

Response to Comment D-14 

The comment indicates that special-status plant species and sensitive natural communities 
afforded legal protections on the State level fall under CDFW’s purview. CDFW asserts that the 
FEIR should more thoroughly discuss the presence/absence of such resources, as well as 
protection measures from Proposed Project-related impacts. Special-status plant species 
considered were analyzed in Appendix C. The Proposed Project requires the implementation of 
Mitigation Measure BIO-1, which would avoid and minimize impacts to sensitive biological 
resources. Please see Responses to Comments D-7, D-8, and D-9 regarding identifying sensitive 
biological resources (including special-status plants and sensitive natural communities), avoiding 
and minimizing these resources, and further CEQA review and potential development of a 
restoration or compensation plan in consultation with CDFW to mitigate potential loss. 

The second paragraph of the comment provides information about the National Vegetation 
Classification System and states that CDFW uses the Manual of California Vegetation (MCV) 
convention. CDFW requests the MCV convention be used to describe natural communities 
within the Proposed Project area. The comment also indicates natural communities with ranks 
of S1-S3 are considered “sensitive” by CDFW. The comment asserts that the Proposed Project 
could adversely affect protected species and sensitive natural communities through Proposed 
Project construction activities, and such impacts would need to be fully mitigated to achieve a 
less-than-significant level. CDFW recommends conducting a spring survey for special-status 
plant species and disclosing the result in the FEIR. Regarding the MCV characterization of 
vegetation communities within the Proposed Project, the Proposed Project largely applies to 
existing and future irrigated agricultural lands within the central coast region. Any 
improvements (i.e., management practices) installed on or adjacent to these lands as a result of 
Ag Order 4.0 are required to avoid and minimize disturbance to areas containing special-status 
plant or animal species, as specified under Mitigation Measure BIO-1. Where construction of 
management practices cannot avoid such sensitive biological resources, the enrollee would 
prepare an assessment of habitat conditions and the potential for presence of sensitive 
vegetation communities or special-status plant and animal species prior to construction. Please 
see Response to Comment D-9 for discussion of the Mitigation Measure BIO-1 requirements.  

Response to Comment D-15 

The comment recommends a mitigation measure that requires the avoidance of any sensitive 
natural communities found in or adjacent to the Proposed Project. Please see Response to 
Comment D-7. If impacts are unavoidable, necessary mitigation will be determined through a 
future CEQA review and the ratio determined in consultation with CDFW, per Mitigation 
Measure BIO-1. 
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Response to Comment D-16 

The comment recommends a mitigation measure, which requires the enrollees to pursue an 
incidental take permit from CDFW if protected plant species will be impacted by the Proposed 
Project construction activities. Please see Response to Comment D-9 as the same would apply to 
sensitive natural communities and special-status plants found. 

Response to Comment D-17 

The comment asserts that the Proposed Project could impact CESA-listed species through 
construction of the Proposed Project improvements, and that such impacts need to be fully 
mitigated to achieve a less-than-significant determination. Please see Responses to Comments 
D-7, D-8, D-9, and D-14. 

Response to Comment D-18 

The comment indicates that CDFW considers a Swainson’s hawk nest that has been used once 
within the past five years as active, and the removal of such a nest is viewed by CDFW as “take” 
as defined under CESA. The comment recommends conducting focused surveys for Swainson’s 
hawk nests if Proposed Project construction would take Swainson’s hawk. Please see Response 
to Comment D-9 as the same would apply to Swainson’s hawk and their nest sites. 

Response to Comment D-19 

The comment indicates that removal of existing crops should include tricolored blackbird 
surveys and assess the potential impact of removing suitable habitat for the species. The 
comment describes tricolored blackbird habitat and CDFW recommends conducting focused 
surveys for the species, as well as pursuing an incidental take permit prior to Proposed Project 
construction. Please see Response to Comment D-9 as the same would apply to tricolored 
blackbird and their nesting colonies regarding construction activities that could occur as a result 
of the Proposed Project. Note that RAO 4.0 no longer includes the riparian or operational 
setback requirements (which could have resulted in the removal of existing crops), but the RAO 
4.0 continues the existing prohibition on removal of riparian habitat.  

Response to Comment D-20 

The comment recommends that an incidental take permit be obtained from CDFW prior to 
construction of the Proposed Project improvements if CESA-listed species would be taken. 
CDFW also indicates that a separate project CEQA document may be necessary to address 
impacts to CESA-listed species and describe the details of a mitigation monitoring and reporting 
program to fully mitigate impacts and reduce effects to a less-than-significant level. The 
comment is noted. 

Response to Comment D-21 

The comment indicates that the Proposed Project’s creation of sediment basins could create 
artificial water sources that encourage the spread of invasive wildlife species, which could 
threaten native and protected species. Please see Responses to Comments D-7, D-8, D-9, and D-
14. Invasive species (American bullfrog, Argentine ants) would be absent from sediment basins 
following construction. If invasive species colonize sediment basins, this indicates that said 
species are already present within nearby habitat. The potential contribution of sediment 
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basins, which will be maintained, to invasive species presence within the Proposed Project is not 
expected to be significant. 

Response to Comment D-22 

The comment recommends the Proposed Project develop a Non-Native Species Management 
Plan with a qualified biologist to prevent non-native species from becoming established within 
and around sediment basins. Please see Response to Comment D-21. 

Response to Comment D-23 

The comment recommends minimizing night lighting near retention basins to minimize frog 
attraction. Please see Response to Comment D-21. 

Response to Comment D-24 

The comment indicates that CEQA requires information developed in EIRs and negative 
declarations be incorporated into a publicly available database to make subsequent or 
supplemental environmental determinations. CDFW requests that any special-status species 
observations be reported to the California Natural Diversity Database. The DEIR and this FEIR, as 
well as all reference lists have been made publicly available during the comment periods. The 
comment is noted. 

Response to Comment D-25 

The comment indicates that the Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or 
wildlife. CDFW asserts that the Proposed Project proponent would need to pay a fee to CDFW 
upon filing the Notice of Determination to help defray the cost of their environmental review. 
The Lead Agency (CCWB) will pay necessary environmental review fees to CDFW upon filing the 
Notice of Determination. 

Response to Comment D-26 

The comment indicates CDFW’s appreciation for the opportunity to comment on the DEIR and 
assist the CCWB in identifying and mitigating potential impacts on biological resources. Thank 
you for your review of the DEIR and thoughtful comments. 
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Letter E: Jordan Cunningham, Assembly California Legislature, 35th District (June 19, 2020) 
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Response to Comment E-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1 and 
2.1.2. 

Response to Comment E-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.2.  

Response to Comment E-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.3. 

Response to Comment E-4 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment E-5 

This comment describes the Assembly Member’s concerns related to increased costs to farms, 
notably small farmers, and potential loss of jobs as a result of implementation of Agricultural 
Order 4.0. This comment specifically asserts that the CCWB has fallen short in quantifying and 
acknowledging economic impacts as part of the DEIR. In response to comments related to the 
sufficiency of the DEIR’s analysis of adverse economic impacts, refer to Master Response 2.10. In 
addition, please refer to Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment E-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.2. 
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3.2.3 Local Agencies 

Letter F: Mike LeBarre, City of King (June 10, 2020) 

 

 F 
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Response to Comment F-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the City of King’s opposition to DAO 4.0. 

Response to Comment F-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.2.  

Response to Comment F-3 

Thank you for your comment. In response to concerns related to potential adverse economic 
impacts from DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9.1. In response to comments on the 
economic impact analysis methodology as part of the DEIR, including the requirements of the 
CEQA Guidelines, refer to Master Response 2.10. In response to concerns related to physical 
changes to the environment (e.g., changing land use) as a result of economic impacts, refer to 
Response to Comment F-2 above and Section 3.5 of the DEIR.   
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Letter G: Chris Lopez, Monterey County (June 12, 2020) 
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Response to Comment G-1 

Thank you for your comment. In response to concerns related to cost considerations associated 
with complying with DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9.1. In response to concerns related 
to the economic impact analysis methodology as part of the DEIR, including the requirements of 
the CEQA Guidelines, refer to Master Response 2.10. 

Response to Comment G-2 

In response to concerns related to nitrogen discharge limits, refer to Master Response 2.1.2. In 
response to concerns related to riparian and operational setback requirements, refer to Master 
Response 2.8.8. In response to concerns related to management for sediment and erosion 
control, refer to Master Response 2.7.5. In response to concerns related to cost considerations 
associated with complying with DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment G-3 

In response to concerns related to changes to the physical environment as a result of DAO 4.0 
compliance costs, as discussed in Section 3.5 of the DEIR, compliance costs would be highly 
variable, depending on the characteristics of individual ranches/operations, including their crop 
mix, operating costs/capital, cash reserves, and other factors. These impacts would depend on 
the price of agricultural commodities, which can change from year to year or season to season 
for a number of reasons. As supported by the analysis in the DEIR, due to unknown and variable 
factors, it would be speculative to conclude that costs associated with DAO 4.0 would directly or 
indirectly result in a physical change to the environment. For more information regarding the 
cost considerations associated with complying with the DAO 4.0, see Master Response 2.9.1. For 
information related to compliance with the CEQA Guidelines as they relate to the analysis of 
economic impacts in the DEIR, refer to Master Response 2.10. Additionally, information related 
to nitrogen discharge limits, surface water discharge limits, and riparian and operational setback 
areas can be found in Master Responses 2.6 and 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment G-4 

Thank you for your comment. In response to concerns related to cost considerations associated 
with complying with DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9.1. In response to comments on the 
economic impact analysis methodology as part of the DEIR, including the requirements of the 
CEQA Guidelines, refer to Master Response 2.10. In response to concerns related to physical 
changes to the environment (e.g., changing land use) as a result of economic impacts, refer to 
Response to Comment G-3 above and Section 3.5 of the DEIR. 

Response to Comment G-5 

Thank you for your comment.  Please refer to Master Response 2.1.2. 

Response to Comment G-6 

Thank you for your comment. In response to concerns related to cost considerations associated 
with complying with DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9.1. 
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Response to Comment G-7 

Thank you for your comment. 
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Letter H: Willy Cunha, Shandon-San Juan Water District / Shandon-San Juan Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency (June 18, 2020) 

 

 H 
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Response to Comment H-1 

Thank you for your comment. Please refer to Master Response 2.1.1.  

Response to Comment H-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.5. 

Response to Comment H-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.1. 

Response to Comment H-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.5. 

Response to Comment H-5 through H-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.2.2 and 
2.2.3. 

Response to Comment H-7 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment H-8 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment H-9 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment H-10 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment H-11 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment H-12 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.1. 

Response to Comment H-13 through H-16 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment H-17 

The comment is noted. 
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Response to Comment H-18 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.1. 

Response to Comment H-19 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.1.  

Response to Comment H-20 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.2.3 and 
2.3.1. 

Response to Comment H-21 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.7. 

Response to Comment H-22 through H-23 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.3. 

Response to Comment H-24 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment H-25 through H-26 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.3. 

Response to Comment H-27 

The comment is noted.  

Response to Comment H-28 

The comment is noted.  

Response to Comment H-29 

The commenter’s concerns are noted. 

Response to Comment H-30 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.1.  

Response to Comment H-31 

In response to comments related to the DEIR’s analysis for economic impacts, including CEQA 
Guidelines compliance requirements and the adequacy of the EIR’s approach for impact 
analysis, refer to Master Response 2.10. 
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Response to Comment H-32 

In response to comments related to the DEIR’s analysis for economic impacts, including CEQA 
Guidelines compliance requirements and the adequacy of the EIR’s approach for impact 
analysis, refer to Master Response 2.10. 

Response to Comment H-33 through H-34 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment H-35 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1 and 
2.10. 

Response to Comment H-36 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.2.3 and 
2.10. 

Response to Comment H-37 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1 and 
2.10. 

Response to Comment H-38 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1; 2.9.3; 
and 2.10. 
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Letter I: Paul Robins, Resource Conservation District of Monterey County (June 22, 2020) 

 

 I 
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Response to Comment I-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the Resource Conservation District of 
Monterey County’s (RCDMC’s) background and interests. Please refer to Master Response 
2.1.13. 

Response to Comment I-2 

The CCWB acknowledges the RCDMC’s support for comments provided by Sustainable 
Conservation, the Resource Conservation District of Santa Cruz County (RCDSCC), U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), and 
University of California Cooperative Extension. Please refer to Master Response 2.2.3. 

Response to Comment I-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment I-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.9. 

Response to Comment I-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.3. 

Response to Comment I-6 through I-14 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment I-15 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment I-16 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment I-17 

Thank you for your comment. 
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Letter J: Lisa Lurie, Resource Conservation District of Santa Cruz County (June 22, 2020) 

 

 J 
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Response to Comment J-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the Regional Conservation District of 
Santa Cruz’s (RCDSCC’s) background and interests. 

Response to Comment J-2 

This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment J-3 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment J-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.4. 

Response to Comment J-5 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment J-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.1. 

Response to Comment J-7 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment J-8 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8 and 
2.3.7. 

Response to Comment J-9 

The comment is noted.  

Response to Comment J-10 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.3. 

Response to Comment J-11 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment J-12 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.3. 

Response to Comment J-13 

The comment is noted.  
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Response to Comment J-14 through J-16 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment J-17 through J-19 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.6. 

Response to Comment J-20 

The comment is noted.  

Response to Comment J-21 through J-23 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.5. 

Response to Comment J-24 through J-29 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 
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Letter K: Vanessa De La Piedra, Santa Clara Valley Water District (June 22, 2020) 
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Response to Comment K-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the Santa Clara Valley Water District’s 
(Valley Water’s) background and agency roles. 

Response to Comment K-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.1. 

Response to Comment K-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8 and 
2.3.9. 

Response to Comment K-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.1. 
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3.2.4 Additional Stakeholder Groups 

Letter L: Judy Paulson (March 20, 2020) 

 

 L 
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Response to Comment L-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.9. 

Response to Comment L-2 

The comment is noted. 
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Letter M: Ann R. Myhre (April 12, 2020) 
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Response to Comment M-1 

The comment is noted.  

Response to Comment M-2 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment M-3 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment M-4 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment M-5 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment M-6 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment M-7 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment M-8 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment M-9 

The comment is noted. 
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Letter N: Brian Talley, Talley Farms and Talley Vineyards (April 13, 2020) 

 

 N 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-104 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-105 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

Response to Comment N-1 

Thank you for your comment.  

Response to Comment N-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment N-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.2. 

Response to Comment N-4 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment N-5 

Thank you for your comment. 
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Letter O: David Schwartz, Deja View Farm (May 1, 2020) 
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Response to Comment O-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.2; 2.1.4; 
2.1.5; and 2.1.7. 
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Letter P: Joji Muramoto, University of California Cooperative Extension, Center for 
Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems, U.C. Santa Cruz (June 1, 2020) 

 

 P 
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Response to Comment P-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.6. 

Response to Comment P-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment P-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.1. 

Response to Comment P-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.7. 

Response to Comment P-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 
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Letter Q: Glenn Olson, Fruit Growers Laboratory (June 3, 2020) 
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Response to Comment Q-1 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment Q-2 

The comment is noted. 
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Letter R: Marisa Bloch, Pasolivo (June 11, 2020) 
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Response to Comment R-1 

The comment is noted.  

Response to Comment R-2 

The comment is noted.  

Response to Comment R-3 

The comment is noted. 
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Letter S: Ron Labastida, Babe Farms Inc. (June 12, 2020) 
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Response to Comment S-1 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment S-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment S-3 through S-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment S-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.11. 

Response to Comment S-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment S-7 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.3. 

Response to Comment S-8 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.6. 

Response to Comment S-9 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment S-10 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.7; 2.9.1; 
and 2.4.3. 

Response to Comment S-11 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.7. 

Response to Comment S-12 through S-15 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment S-16 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.12. 

Response to Comment S-17 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 
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Response to Comment S-18 

Thank you for your comment. 
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Letter T: Christopher Bunn (June 15, 2020) 
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Response to Comment T-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment T-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. In response to 
comments related to the DEIR’s analysis of economic impacts, including CEQA Guidelines 
compliance requirements and the adequacy of the DEIR’s approach for impact analysis, refer to 
Master Response 2.10. 

Response to Comment T-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.3. 

Response to Comment T-4 

This comment responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment T-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.2. 

Response to Comment T-6 

Thank you for your comment. 
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Letter U: Kevin Gee, Darensberries LLC (June 15, 2020) 

 

 U 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-133 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

Response to Comment U-1 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 
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Letter V: Jazmin Lopez, Pisoni Farms (June 15, 2020) 

 

 V 
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Response to Comment V-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment V-2 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment V-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.7. 

Response to Comment V-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment V-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8 and 
2.5.8. 

Response to Comment V-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment V-7 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.15. 

Response to Comment V-8 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.3.10; 2.3.3; 
and 2.5.2. 

Response to Comment V-9 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8 and 
2.3.3. 

Response to Comment V-10 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.2. 

Response to Comment V-11 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8 and 
2.5.8. 

Response to Comment V-12 through V-13 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.3. 

Response to Comment V-14 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.3. 
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Response to Comment V-15 through V-16 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.4. 

Response to Comment V-17 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.5.4. 

Response to Comment V-18 through V-21 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment V-22 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.12. 

Response to Comment V-23 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment V-24 

The comment is noted.  

Response to Comment V-25 

The comment is noted. 
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Letter W: Frank Tucker, Tucker Family Farms (June 16, 2020) 

 

 W 
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Response to Comment W-1 

Thank you for your comment.  

Response to Comment W-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1 and 
2.1.4. 

Response to Comment W-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8 and 
2.2.3. 
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Letter X: Chris Matthews, Alta Vista Farms (June 17, 2020) 

 

 X 
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Response to Comment X-1 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment X-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment X-3 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment X-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment X-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment X-6 

Thank you for your comment.  
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Letter Y: David Rickert (June 17, 2020) 

 

 Y 
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Response to Comment Y-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.7 and 
2.3.5. 

Response to Comment Y-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.8 and 
2.9.1. 
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Letter Z: Till Guldimann (June 17, 2020) 
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Response to Comment Z-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.8 and 
2.1.7. 
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Letter AA: Joel Wiley, Wilbur-Ellis Agribusiness (June 17, 2020) 
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Response to Comment AA-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.2. 

Response to Comment AA-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AA-3 through AA-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.4. 

Response to Comment AA-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AA-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AA-7 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.3. 

Response to Comment AA-8 through AA-9 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AA-10 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.5. 

Response to Comment AA-11 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.3. 

Response to Comment AA-12 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AA-13 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.3. 

Response to Comment AA-14 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.7.3 and 
2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AA-15 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.2.3 and 
2.4.4. 
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Response to Comment AA-16 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.3. 

Response to Comment AA-17 through AA-18 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.1. 

Response to Comment AA-19 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.5.3. 

Response to Comment AA-20 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.5. 

Response to Comment AA-21 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.5.5. 

Response to Comment AA-22 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.5.4. 

Response to Comment AA-23 through AA-28 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AA-29 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.12. 

Response to Comment AA-30 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.2 and 
2.3.8. 

Response to Comment AA-31 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.4. 

Response to Comment AA-32 through AA-35 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AA-36 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.3. 
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Letter AB: Nathan Harkleroad, ALBA (June 18, 2020) 

 

 AB 
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Response to Comment AB-1 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and interests. 

Response to Comment AB-2 through AB-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.13. 

Response to Comment AB-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AB-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.4. 

Response to Comment AB-6 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AB-7 through AB-8 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AB-9 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.7. 
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Letter AC: Jennifer Clarke, California Leafy Greens Research Program (June 18, 2020) 

 

 AC 
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Response to Comment AC-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests. 

Response to Comment AC-2 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests. 

Response to Comment AC-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.11. 
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Letter AD: Melissa Egger, Mesa Vineyard Management, Inc. (June 18, 2020) 

 

 AD 
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Response to Comment AD-1 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment AD-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment AD-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.7. 

Response to Comment AD-4 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8.  

Response to Comment AD-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.2.2 and 
2.3.10.  
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Letter AE: Dana M. Merrill, Mesa Vineyard Management, Inc. (June 18, 2020) 

 

 AE 
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Response to Comment AE-1 through AE-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.10. 

Response to Comment AE-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment AE-4 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AE-5 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AE-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 
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Letter AF: Patrick Headley, Hahn Family Wines (June 18, 2020) 

 

 AF 
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Response to Comment AF-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment AF-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.2. 

Response to Comment AF-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8 and 
2.3.5. 

Response to Comment AF-4 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AF-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 
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Letter AG: Soren Bjorn and Tannis Thorlakson, Driscoll’s of the Americas (June 18, 2020) 

 

 AG 
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Response to Comment AG-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests. 

Response to Comment AG-2 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment AG-3 

Thank you for your comment.  

Response to Comment AG-4 through AG-10 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AG-11 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.4. 

Response to Comment AG-12 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.3.4 and 
2.3.10. 

Response to Comment AG-13 through AG-17 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.5. 

Response to Comment AG-18 through AG-19 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AG-20 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment AG-21 

Thank you for your comment. This comment is summarized and responded to in Master 
Response 2.3.9.  
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Letter AH: Adam Franscioni, Gary Franscioni, Inc. (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AH 
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Response to Comment AH-1 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment AH-2 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment AH-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1; 2.2.2; 
and 2.3.10. 

Response to Comment AH-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.4. 

Response to Comment AH-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.2 and 
2.1.4. 

Response to Comment AH-6 

Thank you for your comment. 
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Letter AI: Adam Franscioni, Franscioni Lemon Company (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AI 
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Response to Comment AI-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests. 

Response to Comment AI-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.10. 

Response to Comment AI-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1 and 
2.1.4. 

Response to Comment AI-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.7. 

Response to Comment AI-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.4. 

Response to Comment AI-6 

Comment noted. 
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Letter AJ: Adam Franscioni, Leon Farms LLC (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AJ 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-190 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

Response to Comment AJ-1 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment AJ-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.10. 

Response to Comment AJ-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1; 2.1.7; 
2.1.4; and 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment AJ-4 

Thank you for your comment.  



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-191 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

Letter AK: Andy Weyrich, Mesa Vineyard Management (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AK 
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Response to Comment AK-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests. 

Response to Comment AK-2 

This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AK-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.4.; 2.2.2; 
and 2.3.5. 

Response to Comment AK-4 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AK-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.7. 

Response to Comment AK-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 
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Letter AL: Bob Tillman, Alta Colina Vineyard Winery (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AL 
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Response to Comment AL-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests. 

Response to Comment AL-2 

This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AL-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment AL-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AL-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.6.2. 

Response to Comment AL-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.7 and 
2.3.5. 

Response to Comment AL-7 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AL-8 

This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AL-9 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.4.  

Response to Comment AL-10 

This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AL-11 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.4. 

Response to Comment AL-12 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.7.  

Response to Comment AL-13 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.4.  
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Response to Comment AL-14 

This comment is noted.  

Response to Comment AL-15 

This comment is noted.  

Response to Comment AL-16 through AL-17 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.2.  
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Letter AM: David Estrada, Clos Tita Winery (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AM 
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Response to Comment AM-1 

This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AM-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.7 and 
2.3.5. 

Response to Comment AM-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.4. 
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Letter AN: Don Howell, Floricultura Pacific Inc. (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AN 
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Response to Comment AN-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests. 

Response to Comment AN-2 

This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AN-3 

This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AN-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.5; 2.1.15; 
2.1.4; and 2.2.1. 

Response to Comment AN-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8 and 
2.1.11. 

Response to Comment AN-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 
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Letter AO: George Donati, Pacific Coast Farming (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AO 
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Response to Comment AO-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests.  

Response to Comment AO-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1; 2.1.5; 
2.1.2; and 2.1.4. 

Response to Comment AO-3 through AO-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.7. 

Response to Comment AO-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.5. 

Response to Comment AO-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.10. 

Response to Comment AO-7 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AO-8 through AO-17 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment AO-18 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8 and 
2.1.14. 
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Letter AP: Kasey MacInnes, Pacific Coast Farming (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AP 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-209 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-210 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-211 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-212 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

Response to Comment AP-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests. 

Response to Comment AP-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.4. 

Response to Comment AP-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.7 and 
2.3.10. 

Response to Comment AP-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.10. 

Response to Comment AP-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.5. 

Response to Comment AP-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment AP-7 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AP-8 through AP-17 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment AP-18 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8; 2.1.14; 
and 2.2.2. 
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Letter AQ: Max Teclaw, Babe Farms Inc. (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AQ 
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Response to Comment AQ-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.4. 

Response to Comment AQ-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AQ-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1 and 
2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AQ-4 through AQ-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AQ-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.3. 

Response to Comment AQ-7 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AQ-8 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.8. 

Response to Comment AQ-9 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.6. 

Response to Comment AQ-10 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.6. 

Response to Comment AQ-11 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.2. 

Response to Comment AQ-12 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.5. 

Response to Comment AQ-13 through AQ-16 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AQ-17 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.12. 
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Response to Comment AQ-18 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AQ-19 

Thank you for your comment. 
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Letter AR: Norman C. Groot, Monterey County Farm Bureau (June 19, 2020) 

 
 

 AR 
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Attachments 

Attachment A. A Decade of Change: A Case Study of Regulatory 
Compliance Costs in the Produce Industry 

Attachment B. Growers Survey Results 

Note to Readers: 

The materials provided in Attachments A and B have been omitted from 
this section because they do not contain specific comments on the DEIR 
or DAO 4.0. 

These materials are provided in Section 3.3. 
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Response to Comment AR-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests. 

Response to Comment AR-2 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests. 

Response to Comment AR-3 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment AR-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.3. 

Response to Comment AR-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.3.7; 2.3.1; 
2.3.10; 2.3.3; 2.3.4; and 2.4.1.  

Response to Comment AR-6 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-7 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AR-8 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-9 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.8.8; 2.1.8; 
2.2.2; 2.2.3; 2.5.10; and 2.7.3. 

Response to Comment AR-10 

The comment questions the ability of farms to find enough professional expertise to develop, 
update, and certify all or parts of the Farm Water Quality Management Plans (Farm Plans), as 
indicated in the requirements for compliance because the atmosphere towards consultants with 
professional credentials in crop, soils, and pest control is hostile and will probably not survive (in 
its current form) the implementation of AB5.  

The Order requirements to have a qualified professional perform and certify certain work is to 
ensure that the portions of the Farm Plan, specifically the irrigation and nutrient management 
plan (INMP), completed by the professional meet current industry standards and will provide 
meaningful information. The purpose of the INMP is to promote sound irrigation and nitrogen 
management practices among growers and to inform irrigation and nitrogen application 
decisions that will minimize nitrogen discharges to surface water and groundwater (Order, page 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-251 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

20, paragraph 5.3). The commenter’s concerns regarding the impact of Assembly Bill 5 on the 
availability of qualified professionals to perform and certify certain work to assist Dischargers 
with compliance of this Order is at this time speculative. As described in the Order Effectiveness 
Evaluation provision of the Order, the Central Coast Water Board will receive regular updates 
from its staff regarding implementation of the Order and may in the future consider changes, if 
warranted, to the requirement for a qualified professional to perform and certify certain work. 

Response to Comment AR-11 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.8.8; 2.1.8; 
2.2.2; 2.2.3; 2.5.10; and 2.7.3. 

Response to Comment AR-12 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.3. 

Response to Comment AR-13 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.8; 2.1.15; 
2.1.4; 2.2.1; and 2.3.1. 

Response to Comment AR-14 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.4.7 and 
2.5.12. 

Response to Comment AR-15 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-16 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.7. 

Response to Comment AR-17 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.10. 

Response to Comment AR-18 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.11 and 
2.3.3. 

Response to Comment AR-19 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-20 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.7. 

Response to Comment AR-21 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.9. 
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Response to Comment AR-22 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AR-23 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.3. 

Response to Comment AR-24 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment AR-25 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment AR-26 

Thank you for your comment. This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AR-27 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-28 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-29 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-30 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-31 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-32 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-33 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-34 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-35 

Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment AR-36 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-37 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-38 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-39 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-40 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-41 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-42 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.3. 

Response to Comment AR-43 

Thank you for your comment. This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AR-44 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AR-45 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.8; 2.9.1; 
2.1.5; 2.1.4; and 2.3.1. 

Response to Comment AR-46 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.8; 2.9.1; 
2.1.5; 2.1.4; and 2.3.1. 

Response to Comment AR-47 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AR-48 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 
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Response to Comment AR-49 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AR-50 

The comment expresses concern that the cost estimates in the DAO 4.0 do not take into account 
the increases in costs over the duration of the program.  In response to concerns related to cost 
considerations associated with complying with the DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9. In 
response to comments related to the DEIR’s analysis of economic impacts, including CEQA 
Guidelines compliance requirements and the adequacy of the EIR’s approach for impact 
analysis, please refer to Master Response 2.10. 

Response to Comment AR-51 

Thank you for your comment. This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AR-52 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AR-53 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1 and 
2.1.7. 

Response to Comment AR-54 through AR-72 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AR-73 

The comment expresses concern that riparian setbacks would increase fuel loads for potential 
wildfires. Please note that the RAO 4.0 does not include the riparian or operational setback 
components. This comment is further responded to in Master Response 2.8.8.  

Response to Comment AR-74 through AR-76 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AR-77 

The comment expresses concern that riparian setbacks may cause conflict with Williamson Act 
contracts. Please note that the RAO 4.0 does not include the riparian or operational setback 
components. This comment is further responded to in Master Response 2.8.8.  

Response to Comment AR-78 through AR-95 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AR-96 

Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment AR-97 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-98 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-99 through AR-101 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.4.1 and 
2.4.4. 

Response to Comment AR-102 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.5. 

Response to Comment AR-103 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.11. 

Response to Comment AR-104 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1. and 
2.1.11. 

Response to Comment AR-105 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.6. 

Response to Comment AR-106 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-107 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-108 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.6. 

Response to Comment AR-109 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-110 through AR-114 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.6.2. 

Response to Comment AR-115 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8 and 
2.3.1. 
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Response to Comment AR-116 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8 and 
2.1.11. 

Response to Comment AR-117 through AR-120 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.11. 

Response to Comment AR-121 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-122 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-123 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-124 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-125 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-126 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AR-127 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AR-128 

The comment states that both the CEQA and the State Water Code require an economic 
analysis: “The environmental analysis shall take into account a reasonable range of 
environmental, economic, and technical factors, population and geographic areas, and specific 
sites.” (CEQA §21159 (3)(c)). For an “agricultural water quality control program” total cost 
estimates and potential funding sources “shall be indicated.” (Water Code § 13141.) 

In response to comments related to the DEIR’s analysis of economic impacts, including CEQA 
Guidelines compliance requirements and the adequacy of the EIR’s approach for impact 
analysis, please refer to Master Response 2.10.  

Water Code section 13141 only applies to an agricultural water quality control program that is 
adopted within a water quality control plan and not through a permitting action such as this 
Order. (See In the Matter of Review of Waste Discharge Requirements General Order No. R5-
2012-0116 for Growers within the Eastern San Joaquin River Watershed that are Members of 
the Third-Party Group, State Board Order WQ 2018-0002, at 10). The Central Coast Water Board 
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is not required to conduct the analysis described in Water Code section 13141 in the adoption of 
this Order. The Central Coast Water Board has taken into account other economic 
considerations in accordance with Water Code section 13241. 

Response to Comment AR-129 

The comment expresses concern that economic impacts to the community have not been fully 
represented or studied. In response to concerns related to cost considerations associated with 
complying with DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9.1. In response to comments related to 
the DEIR’s analysis of economic impacts, including CEQA Guidelines compliance requirements 
and the adequacy of the EIR’s approach for impact analysis, please refer to Master Response 
2.10. 

Response to Comment AR-130 

The comment expresses concern regarding riparian setbacks. Please note that the RAO 4.0 does 
not include the riparian or operational setback components (see Master Response 2.8.8). In 
response to concerns related to cost considerations associated with complying with DAO 4.0, 
refer to Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AR-131 

The comment questions whether additional compliance costs may result in a reduction in 
growers’ ability to implement new on-farm practices. In response to the comment, please refer 
to Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AR-132 

The comment questions whether reduced capacity or yield may result in farmland sale or 
conversion to other uses. In response to concerns related to potential adverse economic 
impacts from DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9.1. In response to comments related to the 
DEIR’s analysis of economic impacts, including CEQA Guidelines compliance requirements and 
the adequacy of the EIR’s approach for impact analysis, please refer to Master Response 2.10. 

Response to Comment AR-133 

The comment questions whether lower land values may result in lower property tax valuations, 
therefore harming local government budgets. In response to concerns related to potential 
adverse economic impacts from DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9.1. In response to 
comments related to the DEIR’s analysis of economic impacts, including CEQA Guidelines 
compliance requirements and the adequacy of the EIR’s approach for impact analysis, please 
refer to Master Response 2.10. 

Response to Comment AR-134 

The comment questions whether reduced crop production may impact the local community. In 
response to concerns related to potential adverse economic impacts from DAO 4.0, refer to 
Master Response 2.9.1. In response to comments related to the DEIR’s analysis of economic 
impacts, including CEQA Guidelines compliance requirements and the adequacy of the EIR’s 
approach for impact analysis, please refer to Master Response 2.10. 
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Response to Comment AR-135 

The comment questions whether small farms may go out of business, creating consolidations or 
land use changes. In response to concerns related to potential adverse economic impacts from 
DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9.1. In response to comments related to the DEIR’s analysis 
of economic impacts, including CEQA Guidelines compliance requirements and the adequacy of 
the EIR’s approach for impact analysis, please refer to Master Response 2.10. 

Response to Comment AR-136 

The comment questions whether there might be economic impacts dues to abandonment of 
farmland. In response to concerns related to potential adverse economic impacts from DAO 4.0, 
refer to Master Response 2.9.1. In response to comments related to the DEIR’s analysis of 
economic impacts, including CEQA Guidelines compliance requirements and the adequacy of the 
EIR’s approach for impact analysis, please refer to Master Response 2.10. 

Response to Comment AR-137 

The comment questions whether increased compliance costs may impact the economy that 
supports farm operations. In response to concerns related to potential adverse economic 
impacts from DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9.1. In response to comments related to the 
DEIR’s analysis of economic impacts, including CEQA Guidelines compliance requirements and 
the adequacy of the EIR’s approach for impact analysis, please refer to Master Response 2.10. 

Response to Comment AR-138 

The comment expresses concern that DAO 4.0 will have impacts on farming economics in the 
Central Coast region, including job loss and idling of farmland. In response to concerns related to 
potential adverse economic impacts from DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9.1.   

Response to Comment AR-139 

The comment states that the cumulative impacts of regulatory costs should be considered when 
a new regulatory program is contemplated.  The comment is noted. In response to concerns 
related to potential adverse economic impacts from DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AR-140 

The comment notes that complex regulatory structures at all levels (federal, state, regional, and 
local) can be confusing for growers. The comment is noted. In response to concerns related to 
cost considerations associated with complying with DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AR-141 

The comment expresses concern that the DEIR is deficient in its economic analysis of economic 
impacts. In response to comments related to the DEIR’s analysis of economic impacts, including 
CEQA Guidelines compliance requirements and the adequacy of the EIR’s approach for impact 
analysis, please refer to Master Response 2.10. In response to concerns related to cost 
considerations associated with complying with DAO 4.0, refer to Master Response 2.9.1. 
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Response to Comment AR-142 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.3. 

Response to Comment AR-143 

Thank you for your comment. This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AR-144 

Thank you for your comment. This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AR-145 

Thank you for your comment. This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AR-146 

Thank you for your comment. This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AR-147 

Thank you for your comment. This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AR-148 

Thank you for your comment. This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AR-149 

Thank you for your comment. This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AR-150 

The comment generally states that the DAO 4.0 proposes to extend regulatory authority to the 
CCWB that is not expressly supported in the Clean Water Act or the Porter-Cologne Water 
Quality Control Act, and goes well beyond the precedential mandates of the ESJ Order and that 
the DAO 4.0 fails to recognize the improvements and achievements made on-farm towards the 
water quality objectives set out in prior iterations of the program. 

This comment does not specifically identify how the CCWB exceeded its authority; however, the 
Findings and Responses to Comments discuss the legal and policy rationale for the Order’s 
requirements, including, but not limited to, Master Response 2.3.3, Nitrogen Discharge Limits 
(Oppose) and Master Response 2.3.10, Fertilizer Application Limits. 

Response to Comment AR-151 

Thank you for your comment. This comment is noted. 

Response to Comment AR-152 

Thank you for your comment. Note that materials provided by the commenter as attachments 
(i.e., Attachments A and B) have been omitted from this section because they do not contain 
specific comments on the DEIR or DAO 4.0. These materials are provided in Section 3.3. 
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Letter AS: Kim Stemler, Monterey County Vintners Growers Association (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AS 
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Response to Comment AS-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests. 

Response to Comment AS-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment AS-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.3. 

Response to Comment AS-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.8 and 
2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AS-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.3. 

Response to Comment AS-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.2.3.; 2.3.3; 
and 2.4.2. 

Response to Comment AS-7 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.5.5.; 2.5.2; 
and 2.5.3. 

Response to Comment AS-8 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.5.3. 

Response to Comment AS-9 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment AS-10 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.8.; 2.1.7; 
2.2.2; 2.3.10; and 2.4.3. 

Response to Comment AS-11 through AS-13 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AS-14 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.3. 
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Letter AT: Lon Lanini, Nutrien Ag Solutions (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AT 
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Response to Comment AT-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests. 

Response to Comment AT-2 through AT-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AT-4 

This comment is noted. 
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Letter AU: Ramy Colfer and Michael E. Menes, True Organic Products (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AU 
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Attachments 

Attachment 1: Nitrogen mineralization from organic amendments is 
various but predictable 

Attachment 2: Monterey County 2018 Crop Report 

Attachment 3: Santa Cruz County 2018 Crop Report 

Attachment 4: San Benito County 2017 Crop and Livestock Report. 

Attachment 5: Soil Fertility Management for Organic Crops 

Attachment 6: Food and Agriculture Code 

Attachment 7: Regression Models used to predict %N mineralization 
based on C:N ratio or %N Email 

Attachment 8: USDA Nutrient Management Plan (590) for Organic 
Systems Western State Implementation Guide. 

Attachment 9: Healthy Soils (USDA Handout) 

Attachment 10: Monterey County Organic Nitrogen Mineralization 
Presentation 

Attachment 11: Soil Carbon Sequestration Impacts on Global Climate 
Change and Food Security (Science Magazine Article 
2004) 

Attachment 12: FAO Soils Help to combat and adapt to climate change 
by playing a key role in the carbon cycle (FAO 
Handout) 

Attachment 13: Ag Order 4.0 Impact to Organic Farming (True Organic 
Products Presentation) 

Attachment 14: Reducing nitrate leaching and enhanced denitrifier 
activity and efficiency in organically fertilized soils 
(PNAS Article 2020) 
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Attachment 15: The potential of organic fertilizers and water 
management to reduce N2O emission in 
Mediterranean climate cropping systems (article) 

Note to Readers: 

The materials provided in Attachments 1 through 15 have been omitted 
from this section because they do not contain specific comments on the 
DEIR or DAO 4.0. 

These materials are available for review in Section 3.3. 
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Response to Comment AU-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests. 

Response to Comment AU-2 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment AU-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AU-4 through AU-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AU-6 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment AU-7 through AU-11 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AU-12 through AU-16 

Thank you for your comment. As referenced above, this comment is summarized and responded 
to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1 and 2.1.8. 
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Letter AV: Will Wagner, Wilbur-Ellis (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AV 
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Response to Comment AV-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests. 

Response to Comment AV-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1 and 
2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AV-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AV-4 

This comment is noted. 
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Letter AW: Mark Ripata, Wilbur-Ellis Agribusiness (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AW 
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Response to Comment AW-1 

Thank you for your comment. 
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Response to Comment AW-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.3. 

Response to Comment AW-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.8 and 
2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AW-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.4. 

Response to Comment AW-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.5. 

Response to Comment AW-6 

Comment noted. 

Response to Comment AW-7 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.3.9 and 
2.3.3. 

Response to Comment AW-8 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.3. 

Response to Comment AW-9 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AW-10 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.9. 

Response to Comment AW-11 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.5. 

Response to Comment AW-12 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.4. 

Response to Comment AW-13 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.6. 

Response to Comment AW-14 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.6. 
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Response to Comment AW-15 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.8. 

Response to Comment AW-16 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.2.3 and 
2.4.4. 

Response to Comment AW-17 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.4. 

Response to Comment AW-18 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.2.3 and 
2.4.1. 

Response to Comment AW-19 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.3. 

Response to Comment AW-20 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.1. 

Response to Comment AW-21 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.5. 

Response to Comment AW-22 through AW-23 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.5.5. 

Response to Comment AW-24 through AW-29 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AW-30 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.12. 

Response to Comment AW-31 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8 

Response to Comment AW-32 through AW-34 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment AW-35 

Thank you for your comment. 
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Letter AX: William Coy (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AX 
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Response to Comment AX-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.8.8 and 
2.1.2. 
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Letter AY: Patricia Dingus, Yara (June 19, 2020) 

 

 AY 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-295 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-296 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

 



Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-297 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

Response to Comment AY-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8 and 
2.1.4. 

Response to Comment AY-2 through AY-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.5. 

Response to Comment AY-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.3. 

Response to Comment AY-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AY-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.11 and 
2.1.2. 

Response to Comment AY-7 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment AY-8 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8 and 
2.3.9. 

Response to Comment AY-9 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.5. 

Response to Comment AY-10 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.3.10 and 
2.3.3. 

Response to Comment AY-11 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.6. 

Response to Comment AY-12 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.7.3. 

Response to Comment AY-13 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.8. 

Response to Comment AY-14 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.3. 
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Response to Comment AY-15 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.3. 

Response to Comment AY-16 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.4. 

Response to Comment AY-17 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.1. 

Response to Comment AY-18 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.4.2 and 
2.5.5. 

Response to Comment AY-19 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.4.5. 

Response to Comment AY-20 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.5.5. 

Response to Comment AY-21 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.5.4. 

Response to Comment AY-22 through AY-27 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment AY-28 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.12 

Response to Comment AY-29 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 
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Letter AZ: Richard W. Nutter, Ag Land Trust (June 20, 2020) 

 

 AZ 
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Response to Comment AZ-1 

Thank you for your comment. The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and 
interests.  

Response to Comment AZ-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.8.8 and 
2.9.1.  

Response to Comment AZ-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.3.1; 2.7.1; 
2.5.3; 2.8.8; and 2.9.1.  

Response to Comment AZ-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.2. 

Response to Comment AZ-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.2. 
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