
Central Coast Water Board  Chapter 3. Responses to Comments 
 

Agricultural Order 4.0 
Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 3 – Comments and Responses to Comments 

3-302 April 2021 
Project 18.016 

 

Letter BA: Andy Niner, Niner Wine Estates (June 20, 2020) 

 

Letter BA 
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Response to Comment BA-1 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and interests. 

Response to Comment BA-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment BA-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.7; 2.3.5; 
and 2.5.4. 

Response to Comment BA-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.5 and 
2.1.4. 

Response to Comment BA-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment BA-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.14 and 
2.2.2. 
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Letter BB: Bruce Kobara, S. Kobara and Sons (June 20, 2020) 

 

Letter BB 
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Response to Comment BB-1 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 
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Letter BC: Marcus Buchanan, Buchanan Associates (June 20, 2020) 

 

Letter BC 
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Response to Comment BC-1 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and interests. 

Response to Comment BC-2 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-3 

Thank you for your comments. 

Response to Comment BC-4 

The commenter’s question is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-5 

The commenter’s question is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-6 

The commenter’s question is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-7 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-8 

The commenter’s question is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-9 

The commenter’s question is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-10 

The commenter’s question is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-11 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s input. 

Response to Comment BC-12 

This comment requests information about the data sets used to support CCWB’s assumption 
that Agricultural Order 4.0 targets and limits will have positive impacts on groundwater nitrate 
levels. For response to comments concerning groundwater protection, refer to Master Response 
2.4.  

Response to Comment BC-13 

The comment is noted. 
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Response to Comment BC-14 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-15 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-16 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-17 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-18 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s input. 

Response to Comment BC-19 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-20 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-21 

This comment requests background on the CCWB’s technical research to support the decision to 
implement the proposed A‐R method (e.g., nitrogen discharge limits) as part of DAO 4.0, and 
how/whether this method guarantees improving clean groundwater in all sub‐regions, soils, and 
crop systems. For response to comments concerning nitrogen discharge limits, refer to Master 
Response 2.4.  

Response to Comment BC-22 

This comment requests supporting evidence for the CCWB’s assertion that the A‐R Limits are 
ecologic, agronomic, and hydrologically rigorous, and further, economically robust, thus 
ensuring both a future of sustained affordable food production and clean water. For response to 
comments concerning nitrogen discharge limits, refer to Master Response 2.4.  

Response to Comment BC-23 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-24 

This comment asserts that, because proposed regulations do not mandate specific post‐harvest, 
pre‐planting, or pre‐fertigation conditions, soil sample testing and reporting requirements will 
not necessarily provide successful protection of water quality. Thank you for your comment. 
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Response to Comment BC-25 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-26 

The commenter’s concerns are noted. 

Response to Comment BC-27 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-28 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment BC-29 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-30 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment BC-31 

This comment requests the research on which the CCWB based the nitrogen discount. For 
response to comments concerning nitrogen applied discount factors, refer to Master Response 
2.3.6.  

Response to Comment BC-32 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-33 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-34 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s input. 

Response to Comment BC-35 

This comment requests information about the INMP. For response to comments regarding 
irrigation water reporting requirements, refer to Master Response 2.3.9. 

Response to Comment BC-36 

This comment requests information about the INMP. For response to comments regarding 
irrigation water reporting requirements, refer to Master Response 2.3.9. 

Response to Comment BC-37 

The comment is noted. 
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Response to Comment BC-38 

The commenter’s concerns are noted. 

Response to Comment BC-39 

For response to comments regarding surface water protection, refer to Master Response 2.5. 

Response to Comment BC-40 through BC-41 

For response to comments regarding groundwater protection, refer to Master Response 2.4. 

Response to Comment BC-42 

For response to comments regarding irrigation and nutrient management for groundwater 
protection, refer to Master Response 2.3. 

Response to Comment BC-43 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s input. 

Response to Comment BC-44 

For response to comments regarding irrigation and nutrient management for groundwater 
protection, refer to Master Response 2.3. 

Response to Comment BC-45 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s input. 

Response to Comment BC-46 

Comment noted. For response to comments regarding fertilizer application limits, refer to 
Master Response 2.3.10. 

Response to Comment BC-47 

Comment noted. For response to comments regarding nitrogen discharge limits, refer to Master 
Response 2.3.3. 

Response to Comment BC-48 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s input. 

Response to Comment BC-49 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-50 

The comment is noted. For response to comments regarding research and science, refer to 
Master Response 2.1.1. 
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Response to Comment BC-51 

The commenter’s concern is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-52 

The commenter’s concern is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-53 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-54 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-55 

The commenter’s concern is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-56 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-57 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-58 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s input. 

Response to Comment BC-59 

The commenter’s concern is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-60 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-61 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-62 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-63 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-64 through BC-68 

The comment is noted. For response to comments regarding reporting requirements, refer to 
Master Response 2.1.5. 
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Response to Comment BC-69 

The comment is noted. For response to comments regarding reporting requirements, refer to 
Master Response 2.1.5. 

Response to Comment BC-70 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s input. 

Response to Comment BC-71 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-72 

The comment is noted. For response to comments regarding riparian and operational setbacks, 
refer to Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment BC-73 

The comment is noted. For response to comments regarding riparian and operational setbacks, 
refer to Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment BC-74 

The commenter’s concern is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-75 

The commenter’s concern is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-76 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-77 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BC-78 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and interests. 

Response to Comment BC-79 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s input. 
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Letter BD: Kelly Damewood, CCOF (June 20, 2020) 

 

Letter BD 
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Response to Comment BD-1 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and interests. 
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Response to Comment BD-2 through BD-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.2. 

Response to Comment BD-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.1. 

Response to Comment BD-5 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BD-6 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BD-7 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment BD-8 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.7; 2.1.13; 
2.3.7; 2.3.1; 2.3.10; 2.3.3; 2.3.4; 2.4.1; 2.4.4; and 2.7.1. 

Response to Comment BD-9 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.13. 

Response to Comment BD-10 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BD-11 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.13. 

Response to Comment BD-12 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.7; 2.9.8; 
2.9.1; and 2.9.2. 

Response to Comment BD-13 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.8. 

Response to Comment BD-14 

The comment states that Water Code section 13241 requires regional boards to consider several 
factors, including “economic considerations” when establishing water quality objectives to 
ensure the reasonable protection of beneficial uses and prevent nuisance. The commenter 
states that the water board should consider every means possible to reduce the regulatory cost 
impact on small scale farms. 
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Please refer to Responses to Comments BN-007, BN-008, BN-009, BN-010, BN-011, BN-012, BN-
013, BN-014, BN-015, BN-016, BN-017, BN-018 regarding the application of Water Code section 
13241 and Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment BD-15 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BD-16 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BD-17 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.8.8.  

Response to Comment BD-18 

The comment requests that growers be compensated for lost production due to riparian and 
operational setbacks. Please note that the RAO 4.0 does not include the riparian and operational 
setback components. For more information related to riparian and operational setbacks, please 
refer to Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment BD-19 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BD-20 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BD-21 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.6. 

Response to Comment BD-22 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.5 and 
2.1.4. 

Response to Comment BD-23 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BD-24 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BD-25 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.3. 

Response to Comment BD-26 

The comment is noted. 
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Response to Comment BD-27 

The comment is noted. 

Response to Comment BD-28 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 
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Letter BE: Heather Golden, Golden Ag Assistance LLC (June 20, 2020) 

 

Letter BE 
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Response to Comment BE-1 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and interests. 

Response to Comment BE-2 through BE-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.2. 

Response to Comment BE-4 through BE-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.1. 

Response to Comment BE-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.2. 

Response to Comment BE-7 through BE-10 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment BE-11 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.7. 

Response to Comment BE-12 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.3.1; 2.7.1; 
2.5.3; 2.8.8; and 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment BE-13 

The comment is noted. 
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Letter BF: John Tubb, Que Sera Syrah Vineyard (June 20, 2020) 

 

Letter BF 
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Response to Comment BF-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.2 and 
2.1.4. 

Response to Comment BF-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.5 and 
2.1.4. 

Response to Comment BF-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.10. 

Response to Comment BF-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment BF-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1 and 
2.1.2. 
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Letter BG: Gina Bella Colfer, Wilbur-Ellis Agribusiness (June 20, 2020) 

 

Letter BG 
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Response to Comment BG-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment BG-2 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and interests. 

Response to Comment BG-3 through BG-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.8. 

Response to Comment BG-5 

This comment is noted. 
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Letter BH: Jonathan Evans, Center for Biological Diversity (June 21, 2020) 

 

Letter BH 
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Response to Comment BH-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.1. 

Response to Comment BH-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.8.8; 2.3.10; 
2.3.2; and 2.5.1. 

Response to Comment BH-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.3. 

Response to Comment BH-4 

CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and interests.  

Response to Comment BH-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.2.  

Response to Comment BH-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.10.  

Response to Comment BH-7 

The CCWB appreciates the commenter’s comment regarding the DAO 4.0’s establishment of 
Toxic Units based on all pesticides in a given class and site-specific toxicity testing using 
organisms that are sensitive to different classes of pesticides. This comment is summarized and 
responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.6.5 and 2.6.2. 

Response to Comment BH-8 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.6.4. 

Response to Comment BH-9 through BH-10 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.6.3. 

Response to Comment BH-11 

The comment urges the CCWB to adopt maximum vegetated buffers between all waterways and 
farm fields. Please note that RAO 4.0 does not include the riparian and operational setback 
components. This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8.  

Response to Comment BH-12 

The comment urges the CCWB to require setbacks of at least 35 feet for Order 1 streams. Please 
note that RAO 4.0 does not include the riparian and operational setback components. This 
comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 
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Response to Comment BH-13 

The comment urges the CCWB to expand setbacks when neonicotinoid or systemic pesticides 
will be used. Please note that RAO 4.0 does not include the riparian and operational setback 
components. This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment BH-14 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment BH-15 

Thank you for your comment. 
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Letter BI: Colby Pereira (June 21, 2020) 

 

Letter BI 
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Attachments 

Attachment Anthony Costa & Sons Comments to Ag Order 4.0 
Options Tables (January 15, 2019) 

Note to Readers:  

The materials provided in Attachment have been omitted from this 
section because they do not contain specific comments on the DEIR or 
DAO 4.0. 

These materials are available for review in Section 3.3. 

Response to Comment 
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Response to Comment BI-1 

Thank you for your comments. This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment BI-2 through BI-5 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 
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Letter BJ: Daniel M. Rodrigues, Vina Quest (June 21, 2020) 

 

Letter BJ 
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Response to Comment BJ-1 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s input. 

Response to Comment BJ-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1 and 
2.3.1. 

Response to Comment BJ-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.5 and 
2.1.4. 

Response to Comment BJ-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.4 and 
2.3.1. 

Response to Comment BJ-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.6; 2.1.8; 
and 2.1.4. 

Response to Comment BJ-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.9.1; 2.1.6; 
2.1.8; and 2.1.4. 

Response to Comment BJ-7 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment BJ-8 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.5.4. 

Response to Comment BJ-9 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.5. 

Response to Comment BJ-10 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.8 and 
2.2.2. 

Response to Comment BJ-11 

Thank you for your comments. 
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Letter BK: Doug Filipponi, Margarita Vineyards, LLC (June 21, 2020) 

 

Letter BK 
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Response to Comment BK-1 

The CCWB acknowledges the commenter’s background and interests. In addition, this comment 
is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.1. 

Response to Comment BK-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment BK-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.1.  

Response to Comment BK-4 

The comment is noted. The CCWB appreciates that the comment that webinars have been 
helpful to the commenter. In addition, this comment is summarized and responded to in the 
following Master Responses: 2.1.5; 2.1.6; 2.1.8; 2.1.4; 2.2.2; and 2.2.3. 

Response to Comment BK-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment BK-6 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.14 and 
2.2.2. 
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Letter BL: Stephen Sinton (June 21, 2020) 

 

Letter BL 
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Response to Comment BL-1 

Thank you for your comment. 

Response to Comment BL-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.1. 

Response to Comment BL-3 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.4. 

Response to Comment BL-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.5; 2.1.6; 
2.1.8; 2.2.2; and 2.4.3. 

Response to Comment BL-5 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.9.1. 

Response to Comment BL-6 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment BL-7 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.7; 2.3.5; 
2.3.10; and 2.4.3. 

Response to Comment BL-8 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.2.2. 

Response to Comment BL-9 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.3.1.  

Response to Comment BL-10 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.11. 

Response to Comment BL-11 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.14; 2.2.3; 
and 2.3.9. 
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Letter BM: Tom Ikeda (June 21, 2020) 

 

Letter BM 
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Response to Comment BM-1 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.1.5; 2.1.6; 
2.1.8; 2.1.14; 2.1.4; and 2.4.3. 

Response to Comment BM-2 

This comment is summarized and responded to in Master Response 2.1.11. 

Response to Comment BM-3 

This comment is responded to in Master Response 2.8.8. 

Response to Comment BM-4 

This comment is summarized and responded to in the following Master Responses: 2.8.8; 2.1.7; 
and 2.1.8. 
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Letter BN: Abby Taylor-Silva et al, Grower-Shipper Association of Central California et al (June 
22, 2020) 

 

Letter BN 
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Exhibit 2. CEQA Arguments and Attachment 1 
to CEQA Arguments  

Attachment 1. 2013 Comment Letter on Salinas River Stream 
Maintenance Program Draft EIR 

Exhibit 3. Draft General Order (redline version); 
New Table C.5-1; Draft MRP (redline version) 

Note to Readers: 

The materials provided in the attachment to Exhibit 2 and Exhibit 3 have 
been omitted from this section because they do not contain specific 
comments on the DEIR or DAO 4.0 (which are not covered elsewhere in 
the responses to comments). The redline suggestions provided in 
Exhibit 3 are responded to in Responses to Comments BN-249 through 
BN-287. 

These materials are available for review in Section 3.3. 
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