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To: Office of Planning and Research
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
County Clerk

From: (Public Agency):
PO Box 2202
Woodland, CA 95776

Yolo Habitat Conservancy

County of:
PO Box 1130

Yolo



(Address)



Woodland, CA 95776


Project Title:

Pollinator Parkway for Butterflies, Beetles, and Bumble Bees



Project Applicant:

Yolo Habitat Conservancy



Project Location - Specific:
Public properties in Yolo County held in fee title by the County of Yolo and City of Woo


Project Location - City:

unincorporated area

Project Location - County:

Yolo



Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:
Restore and enhance floral resources and breeding habitat for pollinators on public lands in Yolo County, California. Project activities include controlling invasive species, preparing and planting areas with native species, and conducting educational workshops and planting events. (see Attachment A)

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Yolo Habitat Conservancy

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Yolo Habitat Conservancy

Exempt Status: (check one):
[image: ]	Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
[image: ]	Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
[image: ]	Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
[image: ]X	Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 4, 15304 - Minor Alterations to Land

[image: ]	Statutory Exemptions. State code number: 	
Reasons why project is exempt:
This project meets Section 15304 because the project involves minor alterations in the condition of land and vegetation which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees. Specifically the project is consistent with Section 15304(d): "(d) Minor alterations in land, water, and vegetation on existing officially designated wildlife management areas or fish production facilities which result in improvement of habitat for fish and wildlife resources or greater fish production."


Lead Agency

Christine Alford	(530) 848-6211

Contact Person: 	 Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 	
If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. [image: Signature of Cathy Little, Yolo Habitat Conservancy Executive Director.]Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?	Yes	No


Signature: 	 Date:

10/9/26


Title:

Executive Director




· Signed by Lead Agency ■ Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code.	Date Received for filing at OPR: 	 Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.
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[bookmark: AttachmenttoNOE_NFWF2026.pdf]Attachment to Notice of Exemption for project
Name of project: Pollinator Parkway for Butterﬂies, Beetles, and Bumble Bees

Locations:
The project is proposed to occur within properties in Yolo County held in fee title by the County of Yolo and City of Woodland, including the following Assessor's Parcel Numbers:025-360-064, 025-350-042, 025-350-048, 025-350-049, 025-350-035, 042-030-
012, 033-130-008, 033-130-009

Need for project:
Many species of pollinators, including but not limited to monarch butterﬂy (Danaus plexippus), valley elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), and Crotch’s bumblebee (Bombus crotchii), are in peril due in large part to habitat degradation and loss. Each of the project properties are publicly owned lands that have previously experienced high levels of ground disturbance and habitat degradation due to prior land uses (gravel mining and intensive municipal and recreational uses) but offer opportunities for enhancing and restoring habitat for pollinators and other species. Each of these sites has also been identiﬁed as priority conservation sites for the Yolo HCP/NCCP by the Yolo Habitat Conservancy’s Science and Technical Advisory Committee. The project is intended to support both migratory and resident pollinator species in Yolo County by reducing nonnative species cover and increasing ﬂowering native species diversity and relative cover.
Project Activities:
The Yolo Habitat Conservancy and its project partners will conduct the following activities:
· Remove/control invasive plant species using hand pulling, hand tools including clippers and weed trimmer, and mowing.
· Control invasive plant species including but not limited to perennial pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium), yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis), bull thistle (Crisium vulgare), and whitetop (Lepidium draba) with selective herbicide use as-needed following standard protocols and the recommendation of a licensed pest control advisor to minimize potential impacts to pollinators and other wildlife.
· Utilize livestock grazing to reduce non-native annual grass and forb cover.
· Utilize controlled burning and weed ﬂaming to reduce non-native annual grass and forb cover and prepare areas for seeding and planting native species.
· Seed native grass and forb species utilizing broadcast seeding techniques and a no-till seed drill.
· Planting plugs and container plants of native ﬂowering shrub, forb, and grass species.
· Installing and maintaining irrigation for up to 3 years for areas where container plants are planted to aid in plant establishment. Irrigation lines will be removed after initial establishment.

· Hold educational workshops and planting events with volunteers and members of the public.
· Conduct surveys and monitoring of wildlife and habitat enhancement sites.

Ground disturbance activities will only be located within areas that do not contain any sensitive plant species will be limited to digging holes for individual plantings, drill seeding, and some surﬁcial ground scraping as necessary to create fuel breaks around prescribed or cultural burn areas. Holes for larger plantings will only be dug in areas that have been previously disturbed and existing and former access road locations and other previously disturbed areas will be utilized for fuel breaks to the extent feasible.
The Yolo Habitat Conservancy and its partners will follow all applicable Yolo HCP/NCCP avoidance and minimization measures when conducting this project.
Class 4 Categorical Exemption Justiﬁcation:
The project is Class 4, §15304 (Minor Alterations to Land) exempt; the Project will result in minor alterations to land and vegetation. The Project falls within the class because it involves minor public alterations of vegetation on designated wildlife areas and ecological reserves and does not involve the removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees. The CEQA Guidelines provide the speciﬁc example of “minor alterations in land, water, and vegetation on existing officially designated wildlife management areas or ﬁsh production facilities which result in improvement of habitat for ﬁsh and wildlife resources or greater ﬁsh production” at section 15304 (d) as being consistent with this class. The Yolo Habitat Conservancy, as lead agency, has determined that the habitat enhancement objectives of the project will improve local ecosystems and create no signiﬁcant negative impacts on water, soil, or protected species.
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