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To: Office of Planning and Research
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
County Clerk

From: (Public Agency):
PO Box 2202
Woodland, CA 95776

Yolo Habitat Conservancy

County of:
PO Box 1130

Yolo



(Address)



Woodland, CA 95776


Project Title:

Increasing Burrowing Owl Habitat in Yolo County



Project Applicant:

Yolo Habitat Conservancy



Project Location - Specific:
Yolo County within Assessor's Parcel Numbers:042-030-012, 033-130-008, 033-130-0


Project Location - City:

unincorporated area

Project Location - County:

Yolo



Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:
Enhance habitat for burrowing owls within Yolo County by installing 20 artificial burrows, at least 10 tunnel shelters, and restoring and enhancing grassland prairie foraging habitat within the immediate vicinity of both natural and artificial burrow sites on 4 to 6 priority Yolo HCP/NCCP sites. (See Attachment A)

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Yolo Habitat Conservancy

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Yolo Habitat Conservancy

Exempt Status: (check one):
[image: ]	Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
[image: ]	Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
[image: ]	Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
[image: ]X	Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 4, 15304 - Minor Alterations to Land

[image: ]	Statutory Exemptions. State code number: 	
Reasons why project is exempt:
This project meets Section 15304 because the project involves minor alterations in the condition of land and vegetation which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees. Specifically the project is consistent with Section 15304(d): "(d) Minor alterations in land, water, and vegetation on existing officially designated wildlife management areas or fish production facilities which result in improvement of habitat for fish and wildlife resources or greater fish production."


Lead Agency

Christine Alford	(530) 848-6211

Contact Person: 	 Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 	
If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. [image: Signature of Cathy Little, Yolo Habitat Conservancy Executive Director]Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?	Yes	No


Signature: 	 Date:

10/7/26


Title:

Executive Director




· Signed by Lead Agency ■ Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code.	Date Received for filing at OPR: 	 Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.
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[bookmark: AttachmenttoNOE_LAG_BuOw2026.pdf]Attachment to Notice of Exemption for project
Name of project: Increasing Burrowing Owl Habitat in Yolo County

Locations:
The project is proposed to occur within 4-6 properties within the Yolo HCP/NCCP Conservation Reserve Area in Yolo County, California. The property areas being considered include areas within the following Assessor's Parcel Numbers:042-030-012, 033-130-008, 033-130-009, 033-170-003, 033-210-012, 033-210-013, 033-130-035, 033-130-049, 033-
130-050, 033-150-054.

Need for project:
Burrowing owls have experienced a steep decline in Yolo County and throughout their range, with only 5 adults detected in Yolo County during the 2023 breeding season and no reproductive success as compared to 63 nesting pairs identiﬁed in 2007 (BOPS, 2025). In October 2024, the California Fish and Game Commission unanimously approved naming the western burrowing owl as a candidate for potential listing as a protected species under the California Endangered Species Act. Primary threats facing burrowing owls in California identiﬁed in the petition for listing include the reduction or elimination of burrow excavators such as ground squirrels and decline in suitable foraging habitat availability and quality. Control of ground squirrel populations in agricultural areas and along levees has signiﬁcantly reduced burrow availability in Yolo County. Additionally, grasslands areas where natural burrows do occur are often inaccessible or undesirable to burrowing owls due to their location within areas occupied by dense accumulations of thatch and/or tall stands of non-native invasive species such as starthistle, perennial pepperweed, and non-native annual grasses.
Project Activities:
The Yolo Habitat Conservancy and its project partners will conduct the following activities:
· Remove/control invasive plant species using hand pulling, hand tools including clippers and weed trimmer, and mowing.
· Control invasive plant species including but not limited to perennial pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium), yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis), bull thistle (Crisium vulgare), and whitetop (Lepidium draba) with selective herbicide use as-needed following standard protocols and the recommendation of a licensed pest control advisor to minimize potential impacts to pollinators and other wildlife.
· Seeding up to 20 acres of raptor foraging habitat with native grass and forb species
utilizing broadcast seeding techniques and a no-till seed drill.
· Construct and install 20 artiﬁcial burrowing owl nest boxes utilizing a modiﬁed Barclay design. Installation will include some minor localized ground disturbance and will only occur in areas where there are no sensitive plant species and there has been prior ground disturbance (disking, grading, imported ﬁll material, etc) due to past land use practices.

· Install at least 10, approximately 4ft long shelter tunnels within 100 feet of artiﬁcial nest burrows. Installation will include some minor ground disturbance and will only occur in areas where there are no sensitive plant species and there has been prior ground disturbance (disking, grading, imported ﬁll material, etc) due to past land use practices.
· Conduct timed mowing and weed trimming to keep vegetation within foraging
habitat areas below 5” in height.
· Conduct surveys and monitoring of wildlife and habitat enhancement sites
The Yolo Habitat Conservancy and its partners will follow all applicable Yolo HCP/NCCP avoidance and minimization measures when conducting this project.

Class 4 Categorical Exemption Justiﬁcation:
The project is Class 4, §15304 (Minor Alterations to Land) exempt; the Project will result in minor alterations to land and vegetation. The Project falls within the class because it involves minor public alterations of vegetation on designated wildlife areas and ecological reserves and does not involve the removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees. The CEQA Guidelines provide the speciﬁc example of “minor alterations in land, water, and vegetation on existing officially designated wildlife management areas or ﬁsh production facilities which result in improvement of habitat for ﬁsh and wildlife resources or greater ﬁsh production” at section 15304 (d) as being consistent with this class. The Yolo Habitat Conservancy, as lead agency, has determined that the habitat enhancement objectives of the project will improve local ecosystems, reduce fuel loads for wildﬁre safety, and create no signiﬁcant negative impacts on water, soil, or protected species.
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