
□ 

Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: (Public Agency): __________ _ 
Ventura County Resource Conservation District 

County Clerk 
PO Box 147, Somis, CA 93066 

County of: Ventura County (Address) 
Hall of Administration, Main Plaza 

800 S. Victoria CA 93009 

Project Title: Grazing of Yellow Star Thistle

Project Applicant: Ventura County Resource Conservation District

Project Location - Specific: 
Happy Valley Foundation; 34.4360320, -119.1853948  

Project Location - City: Upper Ojai Project Location - County: Ventura

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
This project includes goat and sheep grazing within non-native invasive grassland/forbland at Happy Valley Foundation (Besant). The purpose of this project is to reduce 
thatch and biomass of yellow star thistle (Centaurea solstilialis [Cal-lPC rating: High]) and other non-native invasive plants: Centaurea melitensis (Cal-I PC rating: 
Moderate), Carduus pycnocephalus (Cal-lPC rating: Moderate; CDFA rating: C), and Festuca perrenis (Cal-lPC Rating: Moderate) through targeted grazing. 
Beneficiaries of this project include the human and non-human citizens of Upper Ojai. This project will reduce 6 fl tall non-native invasive flashy fuel, increasing fire 
safety for Upper Ojai community of humans and non-humans before the Santa Ana Wind season (October--January). 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Ventura County Resource Conservation District

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: _K_e_v _in_M_a_s_o _n _______________ _
Exempt Status: (check one):

□ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1 ); 15268);
□ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
□ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
� Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Section 15304, Minor Alterations to Land
□ Statutory Exemptions. State code number: ___________________ _

Reasons why project is exempt: 
This project is exempt because grazing will occur strictly within non-native invasive grasslands/forblands. This project will reduce the risk of fire 
spread, protecting communities of people and critical ecosystems. No impacts to hazardous or critical resources and no cumulative effects from 
successive projects will occur. The District finds that this project does not have the potential to significantly degrade environmental factors, such 
as aesthetics, agriculture/forestry, long-term air quality, biological/cultural/tribal resources, geology/soils, greenhouse gases, hydrology/water 
quality, land use, minerals, population, public services, recreation, transportation, or utilities and is therefore, categorically CEQA exempt. 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: Kevin Mason Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 805-764-5135

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? Yes No 

Signature: � 
� 

Date: 10/20/2026 Title: Fire Preparedness Team Lead

■ Signed by Lead Agency ■ Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

Date Received for filing at OPR: _____ _ 

Revised 2011 

Print Form 


