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EXCERPT FROM BOARD MINUTES
September 8, 2026 Board Meeting

ITEM9.1.22  Resolution No. 2026/27 #18 Approving CMTA to Assist District Staff in
Applying for a Zero-Interest Energy Project Loan with the California Energy
Commission (CEC) and Finding That the Project is Exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act

It was moved, seconded, and carried by a unanimous vote to approve the following item under a
consent procedure.

Adopted Resolution 2026/27 #18 authorizing CMTA, Inc. to apply for a zero-interest loan
through the California Energy Commission's kindergarten through twelfth grade energy
efficiency program on behalf of the Fullerton Joint Union High School District and authorized
the Superintendent or designee to execute the necessary documents.

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct copy of an excerpt from the minutes of a

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees, Fullerton Joint Union High School District, held on
September 8, 2026.

Steve McLaughlin, Ed. D.

Superintendent
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9. 1. 22. Resolution No. 2026/27 #18 Approving CMTA to Assist District Staff in Applying for a
Zero-Interest Energy Project Loan with the California Energy Commission (CEC) and Finding
That the Project is Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act

Background

In the spring of 2026, the Facilities Department began interviewing firms that provide energy audits with
the goal of establishing baselines for potential savings. Once those potential savings are established, the
firms offer financing to pay for capital items like boilers, chillers, lighting, and heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning units. The payments for the financed dollars are typically made with the energy savings, which
are guaranteed by the companies performing the audits and financing. The District interviewed three firms
that walked our school sites and gathered data from utility bills to determine where savings could be
realized. Those firms were Veregy, LLC, CMTA Energy Solutions (CMTA), and Energy Systems Group. Of
the three, only one firm offered a solution that included interest-free financing and a payback utilizing
guaranteed savings. That firm was CMTA.

CMTA'’s proposal involved applying for an interest-free loan for $3,000,000 from the CEC through a
program the CEC has in place specifically for these types of projects. The payback period for the loan is 15

years.

The next step in the process is to submit an application to the CEC. This process requires the approval of a
resolution by the Board of Trustees. Adoption of the resolution authorizes the District, with assistance
from CMTA, to prepare and submit the application on behalf of the District; however, it does not commit
the District to obtaining a loan or proceeding with the project. If the District's application is not approved
for any reason, or if the District subsequently decides not to pursue the project, the District will have no
further obligation to proceed.

Current Considerations

District staff recommends that Resolution No. 2026/27 #18 be adopted by the Board of Trustees for the
District to move forward with the processing of the application to the CEC and to find that the Project is
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act. The resolution is attached for the Board's

review and consideration.
Financial Impact

Not Applicable

Recommended Motion

It is recommended that Resolution No. 2026/27 #18 approving CMTA to assist District staff in applying for
a zero-interest energy project loan with the California Energy Commission (CEC) and finding that the
project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act be adopted, and that the Superintendent
or Assistant Superintendent of Business Services be authorized to execute the necessary documents.

Supporting Documents
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High School District

Resolution 2026/27 #18




RESOLUTION 2026/27 #18
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
FULLERTON JOINT UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT,

COUNTY OF ORANGE, CALIFORNIA,

APPROVING CMTA TO ASSIST DISTRICT STAFF IN APPLYING FOR A ZERO-
INTEREST ENERGY PROJECT LOAN WITH THE CALIFORNIA ENERGY
COMMISSION AND FINDING THAT THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM THE
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT

September 8, 2026

WHEREAS, the California Energy Commission (“CEC”) provides zero-interest loans to
schools, charter schools, county offices of education and state special schools to finance energy
efficiency improvements under the Kindergarten through Twelfth Grade Energy Efficiency
Program, Program Opportunity Notice PON-24-002; and

WHEREAS, the Fullerton Joint Union High School District proposes a project consisting of
controls commissioning and outdoor-air damper control-module upgrades to existing HVAC
equipment at the District’s participating high schools and the in-place replacement of four
existing cooling-only chillers at Troy High School with high-efficiency electric chillers of
substantially the same purpose and cooling capacity (the “Project”);

WHEREAS, prior to commencement of the Project, the District must ensure the Projectcomplies
with the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”); and

WHEREAS, the “CEQA Guidelines,” set forth in the California Code of Regulations, Title 14,
Chapter 3, exempt certain projects from further CEQA evaluation, including the
followingexemptions applicable to the Project:

e C(lass 1: Existing facilities, consisting of the operation, repair, maintenance,permitting,
leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities,
mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of
existing or former use (CEQA Guidelines, § 15301); and

e C(lass 2: Replacement and reconstruction, consisting of minor improvements to existing
mechanical equipment and the in-place replacement of existing equipment with
equipment having substantially the same purpose and capacity, with negligible or no
expansion of existing use (CEQA Guidelines, § 15302);

WHEREAS, none of the exceptions which would disqualify a project from being categorically
exempt, provided by CEQA Guidelines section 15300.2, apply, given that:

e The Project is not in a particularly sensitive environment because the sites are typical
high schools surrounded by residential and commercial uses;

e The Project does not contribute to any cumulative impact as there are no ongoing projects
at or near the sites;

e No unusual circumstances exist concerning these typical high schools surrounded by
residential and commercial uses;

e The Project is not near an officially designated state scenic highway;

The Project is not on a site designated as a Hazardous Waste Site;

e The Project would not affect a historical resource; and




WHEREAS, upon determining that a project is exempt from CEQA, the District is entitled to
file a Notice of Exemption with the County Clerk pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15062.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Fullerton Joint
Union High School District authorizes the District to apply for an energy efficiency loan from
the California Energy Commission under PON-24-002 to implement the Project.

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that a Notice of Exemption for the Project is authorized and
directed to be filed with the Clerk of the County of Orange and with the State Clearinghouse
following adoption of this Resolution.

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that if the Project is recommended for funding by the California
Energy Commission, the Board of Trustees authorizes the District to accept a loan in an amount
not to exceed $3,000,000.

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that the amount of the loan will be paid in full under the terms and
conditions of the Loan Agreement and Promissory Note of the California Energy Commission,
payable from savings in energy costs or other legally available funds.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Steve McLaughlin, Superintendent, and/or Ruben
Hernandez, Assistant Superintendent of Business Services, are hereby authorized and
empowered to execute in the name of the Fullerton Joint Union High School District the KTEP
Loan Application, the Loan Agreement, the Promissory Note and related California Energy
Commission documents necessary to carry out the purpose of this Resolution, provided that such
authority is limited to a loan not exceeding $3,000,000, to the California Energy Commission’s
form documents, and to nonmaterial or ministerial changes approved as to form by District
counsel.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no Project construction, equipment procurement or
installation shall begin, and no Project costs for which reimbursement will be requested shall be
incurred, before the Loan Agreement has been fully executed by both the District and the
California Energy Commission.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution does not approve CMTA, Inc.’s final
implementation, construction, energy-service or equipment-procurement contract, which requires

separate Board action.
Passed, Approved and Adopted this 8th day of September, 2026, by the following vote:
AYES NOES ABSTAIN ABSENT
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