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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

To:  Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation  
State Clearinghouse 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 212 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044  

From: Department of Toxic Substances Control  
Site Mitigation and Restoration Program 
5796 Corporate Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 

Project Title: Bernell Hydraulics Property Removal Action Workplan 

Project Location: 8810 Etiwanda Avenue, Rancho Cucamonga, CA, 91739 

County: San Bernardino  

Project Applicant: Jones Family Trust, Strack Family Trust - Ms. Rhonda Garness, Bernell Hydraulics, 8821 
Etiwanda Ave. Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91739, (909) 899-1751, rhonda@bernell-usa.com  

Approval Action Under Consideration by DTSC:  Removal Action Workplan 

Statutory Authority:  California Health and Safety Code, Chapter 6.8  

Project Description: The project consists of implementing the Bernell Hydraulics Removal Action Workplan 
(RAW) to address elevated levels of total petroleum hydrocarbons - diesel range organics (TPH-DRO), lead, 
mercury, and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in soil at 8810 Etiwanda Avenue (Project Site) in the City of 
Rancho Cucamonga. The remediation consists of soil excavation and off-site disposal of approximately 138 
cubic yards (cy) of contaminated soil and the recordation of a Land Use Covenant (LUC) restricting future use 
to commercial and industrial purposes. 

Background: The Project Site is approximately 0.75 acres and consists of a single parcel identified by the 
County of San Bernardino as Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN): 0229-131-07-0000. Based on a review of 
historical documentation, the Project Site was initially developed as a California Department of Transportation 
maintenance yard by 1938. It operated as a metal recycling facility between 1970 and 1980, and later as a 
hydraulic systems fabrication, maintenance, and repair from the 1980s through August 2023. Currently, the 
Project Site is an unimproved, vacant parcel; all former buildings, ancillary structures, and concrete surfaces 
were demolished and removed early in October 2024. 

The Project Site is bordered by trucking facilities to the north and west, vacant lands to the south, and 
Etiwanda Avenue to the east. Bernell Hydraulics entered into a Voluntary Cleanup Agreement [Docket No. 
HSA-FY21/22-076, dated January 2022] with DTSC to oversee the investigation and remediation of hazardous 
substances at the Project Site. 

Previous Investigations: In October 2021, a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) was completed 
for the Project Site, identifying recognized environmental conditions (RECs) associated with historical site 
operations, heavy oil staining, and the potential for vapor encroachment. To further evaluate these impacts, a 
Supplemental Site Investigation (SSI) was conducted in 2025. The SSI identified elevated concentrations of 
TPH-DRO, lead, mercury, and PCBs in shallow soil. These concentrations exceed DTSC screening levels, 
necessitating the proposed removal action. 

Project Activities: The RAW proposes excavating and disposing off-site of approximately 138 cubic yards of 
contaminated soil from three designated grid-squares: E-1 (20 cy impacted by TPH-DRO), D-2 (117 cy 
impacted by lead and mercury), and C-3 (1 cy impacted by PCBs-Arolclor 1254). Excavation will reach a 
maximum depth of 5.5 feet below ground surface (bgs). The excavated soil will be managed through a 
combination of direct loading into transport trucks and secure on-site staging. Staged soil will be covered with 
plastic sheeting during non-work hours to prevent wind dispersion and stormwater runoff. Off-site disposal of 
the excavated soil at licensed facilities (such as Soil Safe in Adelanto, CA; La Paz County Landfill, AZ; CWM in 
Kettleman Hills, CA; and US Ecology in Nevada) is estimated to require approximately 9 truck trips. Following 
the removal of contaminated soil, confirmation sampling will be conducted to verify that cleanup goals are 
achieved. Field activities are scheduled to be completed within 15 days. 
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Soil excavation activities will be permitted through the South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(SCAQMD). To comply with dust-suppression and stormwater-management requirements, all transport trucks 
and earth-moving equipment will undergo tire and exterior washing before leaving the Project Site to prevent 
the tracking of soil onto neighboring streets. Additionally, air quality will be monitored throughout the operation 
to verify that dust and contaminant vapors do not exceed levels of concern. These measures  include 
conducting perimeter monitoring to confirm emissions do not migrate beyond the Site boundaries and applying 
foams or other vapor-control materials to suppress any present contaminant vapors. 

Although not anticipated, in the event biological, cultural or historical resources are discovered in the course of 
project activities, work will be suspended while a qualified biologist, cultural or historical specialist makes an 
assessment of the area and arrangements are made to protect or preserve any resources that are discovered. 
If human remains are discovered, no further disturbance will occur in the location where the remains are found, 
and the County Coroner will be notified pursuant to the Health and Safety Code, Chapter 2, Section 7050.5. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Department of Toxic Substances Control  

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Jones Family Trust, Strack Family Trust 

Exempt Status: Categorical Exemption: Class 30, CCR Title 14, Sec. 15330 

Reasons Why Project is Exempt:  
 
1. The project is a minor action designed to prevent, minimize, stabilize, mitigate or eliminate the release or 

threat of release of hazardous waste or hazardous substances. 

2. The project is a removal action that will not exceed $1 million in cost.  

3. The project will be consistent with applicable State and local environmental permitting requirements.  

4. The project does not involve the onsite use of a hazardous waste incinerator or thermal treatment unit. 

5. The project does not involve the relocation of residences or businesses.  

6. The project does not involve the potential release into the air of volatile organic compounds as defined in 
Health and Safety Code Section 25123. (Exception: Small-scale in situ soil vapor extraction and treatment 
systems which have been permitted by the Air Pollution Control District or the Air Quality Management 
District.) 

7. The exceptions pursuant to Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15300.2 have been addressed as follows: 

a. Cumulative Impact. The project will not result in cumulative impacts because it is designed to be a 
short-term, final remedy that would not lead to a succession of projects of the same type in the 
same place over time.  

b. Significant Effect. The environmental safeguards and monitoring procedures that are enforceable 
and made a condition of project approval will prevent unusual circumstances from occurring so that 
there is no possibility that the project will have a significant effect on the environment. 

c. Scenic Highways. The project will not damage scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, 
historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar resources, because it is not located within view of a 
highway officially designated as a state scenic highway.  

d. Hazardous Waste Sites. The project is not located on a site which is included on any list compiled 
pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.  

e. Historical Resources. The project is not expected to cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource because none are anticipated. 

The administrative record for this project is available to the public by appointment at the following location: 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Site Mitigation and Restoration Program 
5796 Corporate Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 
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Additional project information is available on EnviroStor:  
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report.asp?global_id=60003183

Project Manager’s Name
Mario Cazares

Title
Senior Hazardous Substances 
Engineer

Phone Number
(714) 484-5431

Acting Branch Chief’s Signature: Date: 

Click or tap to enter a date.

Acting Branch Chief’s Name
Aslam Shareef

Title
Supervising Hazardous Substances 
Engineer I

Phone Number
(714) 484-5472

9/29/26


