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www.sfplanning.org

PUBLIC NOTICE

AVAILABILITY OF NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC
SCOPING MEETING

PROJECT INFORMATION PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING INFORMATION

Project Title: Railyards Mixed-Use Development Project  Date: October 14, 2026

Project Address: 700 4th Street Time: 5:30 p.m.

Case No.: 2026-002123ENV Location: San Francisco Planning

Blocks/Lot Nos.:  8701/003, 8701/004, 8700/001, and 8703/005 Department

Zoning District(s): MB-O (Mission Bay Office), Mission Bay North 49 South Van Ness
Public Facility District Avenue, Room C (first
110 and MB-RA (Mission Bay Redevelopment floor)

Area) Height and Bulk Districts

Neighborhood: ~ South of Market

Project Sponsor:  James Abrams, J. Abrams Law, P.C. on behalf
of Prologis 4th and King LLC, 415.999.4402,
jabrams@jabramslaw.com

EIR Coordinator:  Ryan Shum, CPC.RailyardsEIR@sfgov.org,
628.652.7542

The San Francisco Planning Department (planning department) has issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP) of
an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and Notice of Public Scoping Meeting in connection with this project.
Next, the department will begin the preparation of the EIR as required by the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA). The department welcomes your comments regarding the scope of the EIR. Refer to the
Project Description and Purpose of Notice sections below for more information.

Project Description

The project sponsor (Prologis 4th & King LLC), in coordination with the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers
Board/Caltrain, proposes to develop the 18.63-acre project site (Blocks/Lots 8701/003, 8701/004, 8700/001,
and 8703/005), which currently includes the existing San Francisco Caltrain Station at Fourth and King streets
(Caltrain Station), and railroad tracks, platforms, and maintenance equipment (the Railyard). The Railyards
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Notice of Availability of NOP of an EIR

project site is generally bounded by Townsend Street to the north, Fourth Street to the east, King Street to
the south, and Seventh Street to the west.!

The proposed project would include residential, commercial, institutional, retail, and other active uses;
parking; open space improvements; and circulation and transportation improvements. The proposed project
includes three major components: (1) mixed-use vertical development across the project site; (2) the full
replacement, reconfiguration, and modernization of the existing Caltrain Station and Railyard facilities; and
(3) development of an offsite train storage and maintenance facility for Caltrain.

The proposed project includes two scenarios with the potential maximum extent of commercial or residential
uses on the site. Depending on the uses developed, the proposed project’s development, excluding below-
grade parking and below-grade loading and support areas, would range from 7,820,390 square feet (Maximum
Commercial Scenario) to 7,839,210 square feet (Maximum Residential Scenario).” The Maximum Commercial
Scenario proposes the development of up to 1,765 residential units totaling up to 1,765,910 square feet, along
with up to approximately 5,638,120 square feet of commercial space and up to approximately 172,660 square
feet of retail space. The other proposed project scenario, the Maximum Residential Scenario, proposes the
development of up to 5,834 residential units totaling up to approximately 5,834,800 square feet; with up to
approximately 1,589,980 square feet of commercial space; and up to approximately 159,970 square feet of retail
space. Under both scenarios, the new 19,560-square-foot Caltrain Station Hall would be located in Block 1
and would consist of the public hall, restrooms, and staff work areas. Full buildout of the proposed project
could fall within the development range under the Maximum Commercial and Maximum Residential scenarios
and would also include the development of an offsite train storage and maintenance facility for Caltrain.

The location of the offsite train storage and maintenance facility has not yet been determined except that it
likely will be in proximity to the existing Caltrain corridor between the existing Railyards site at Fourth and
King streets and the San Francisco International Airport. Therefore, the figures and tables focus on the
proposed redevelopment of the Railyards project site without the offsite train storage and maintenance
facility. The offsite train storage and maintenance facility will be analyzed at a program-level in the EIR. This
level of analysis is appropriate because the offsite train storage and maintenance facility is a logical partin a
chain of contemplated actions connected with the proposed project (CEQA Guidelines section 15168). As
required by CEQA, the facility would be subject to additional environmental review at such time that the
location is selected.

Under either the Maximum Commercial Scenario or the Maximum Residential Scenario, the proposed project
would construct a new Caltrain tunnel (Caltrain Tunnel) with two below-grade railroad tracks and one
service platform, terminating at a new, reconfigured Caltrain Station below the project site. The Caltrain
Station would be approximately 60 feet below grade.

The EIR will also analyze two mutually exclusive project variants called the “At-Grade Rail Variant” and “Fifth
Street Variant.” Under the At-Grade Rail Variant, the two terminal tracks and platform would not be located in
a below-grade Caltrain Tunnel. Instead, the terminal tracks would be located in a new at-grade rail enclosure
generally parallel to Townsend Street and mid-block between Townsend and King streets. Under the Fifth
Street Variant, Fifth Street would be constructed as a thoroughfare providing one-way northbound vehicle

!In the SoMa area, streets that run in the northwest/southeast direction, such as Fourth and Seventh Streets, are generally considered north/south
streets, whereas streets that run in the southwest/northeast direction, such as Townsend Street, are generally considered east/west streets.
* These square footages do not include the area of proposed rail facilities.
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travel between King and Townsend streets (unlike the proposed project, where Fifth Street would provide
open space and driveway access to adjacent vertical development). Similar to the proposed project, the land
use program and design under the At-Grade Rail Variant and Fifth Street Variant would retain flexibility to
accommodate either a Maximum Commercial or a Maximum Residential Scenario.

The proposed project, At-Grade Rail Variant, and Fifth Street Variant would require amendments to the San
Francisco General Plan (general plan) and San Francisco Planning Code (planning code), creating a new
Railyards Special Use District. The proposed rezoning would modify the existing height limits to between 350
and 855 feet across the project site.

The proposed project would include water, wastewater, stormwater, recycled water, electricity, and other
utility infrastructure. It would also include the construction of transportation and circulation improvements,
geotechnical improvements, site grading for resilience against sea level rise, and approximately 3.73 acres of
publicly accessible open space (or 3.5 acres under the Fifth Street Variant and 4.3 acres under the At-Grade
Rail Variant).

Project construction would occur in four main phases, with the two main phases of vertical development
being further divided into subphases. Two of the phases would involve reconfiguration and relocation of the
Railyard infrastructure (Railyard Infrastructure Phases A and B). Railyard Infrastructure Phase A would
include reconfiguration of the site, by moving the existing at-grade Railyard platforms and tracks away from
Fourth Street to the southwestern border of Block 1 to create space for initial development on Block 1.
Railyard Infrastructure Phase B would include construction of the Caltrain Tunnel, offsite train storage and
maintenance facility, and demolition and removal of the Railyard platforms and tracks from Phase A. The
other two phases would involve construction of the mixed-use vertical development on five development
blocks (Development Phase 1 - Blocks 1 and 5 and Caltrain Station Hall, Development Phase 2 - Blocks 2, 3,
and 4).

Construction of each phase would consist of five components: (1) demolition and site preparation,
(2) grading and ground improvements, (3) building construction, (4) architectural coating, and (5) paving.
Construction is anticipated to occur over an approximately 13-year period, from 2029 to 2042.

Other Coordinated Project (The Portal Project)

A separate project known as the Portal Project (formerly known as the DTX or Downtown Extension project),
being designed and permitted by the Transbay Joint Powers Authority (TJPA), would construct a new tunnel
(Portal Tunnel), two railroad tracks, and one service platform for the Fourth/Townsend Station underneath
the portion of Townsend Street that runs next to the project site.’ The Portal Project would extend Caltrain
service and future high-speed rail service to the Salesforce Transit Center in downtown San Francisco.” The
proposed project’s terminal tracks and platform would be in addition to the adjacent underground tracks
and platform constructed for the Portal Project’s Fourth/Townsend Station.

* Portions of the Portal Project infrastructure would be constructed within and underneath the project site (not just under Townsend Street).
However, no proposed project buildings would be constructed directly above the Portal Project infrastructure.

“TJPA, The Portal/DTX: About the Portal, https://www.tjpa.org/portaldtx/about-portal, accessed May 21, 2026. The Portal project is environmentally
cleared pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and CEQA. The Portal Project is currently in the design phase.
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Purpose of Notice

The planning department has determined that an EIR must be prepared for the proposed project prior to any
final decision regarding whether to approve the project. The purpose of the EIR is to provide information
about potential significant physical environmental effects of the proposed project, to identify possible ways
to minimize the significant effects, and to describe and analyze possible alternatives to the proposed project.
As indicated, there will be a public meeting where members of the public can provide input on the scope of
analysis included in the EIR. Preparation of an NOP or EIR does not indicate a decision by the City to approve
or disapprove the project. However, prior to making any such decision, the decision makers must review and
consider the information contained in the EIR.

You are not required to take any action. If you wish to provide comments on the scope of the EIR, you may
do so in either or both of the following ways:

WRITTEN COMMENTS COMMENTS AT THE SCOPING MEETING
Planner: Ryan Shum, Senior Environmental Date: October 14, 2026
Planner Time: 5:30 p.m.
Via Mail: 49 South Van Ness Ave, Suite 1400 Location: San Francisco Planning
San Francisco, CA 94103 Department
Via Email: CPC.RailyardsEIR@sfgov.org 49 South Van Ness Avenue

Room C (first floor)

From October 1,2026, to 5 p.m. on October 30, 2026 .
San Francisco, CA 94103

If your agency is a Responsible or a Trustee Agency under CEQA, we need to know the views of your agency
as to the scope and content of the environmental information that is relevant to your agency’s statutory
responsibilities in connection with the proposed project. Your agency may need to use the EIR when
considering a permit or other approval for this project. We will also need the name of the contact person for
your agency. If you have questions concerning environmental review of the proposed project, please contact
the planner listed above.

This notice is available for public review on the San Francisco Planning Department’s website at
sfplanning.org/sfceqadocs and at the San Francisco Permit Center, 49 South Van Ness Avenue, 2nd Floor,
San Francisco, CA 94103.

General Information about Procedures

Members of the public are not required to provide personal identifying information when they communicate
with the commission or the department. All written or oral communications, including submitted personal
contact information, may be made available to the public for inspection and copying upon request and may
appear on the department’s website or in other public documents.

Recipients of this notice are encouraged to pass on this information to others who may have an interest in
the proposed project.
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The San Francisco Planning Department -
(SF Planning) reviews projects for potential
environmental impacts. This is CEQA,
which stands for the

California Environmental

Quality Act, a state law

created in 1970.

pronounced SEEKWQ

THE BASIC GOALS OF CEQA ARE TO:

INFORM PREVENT

decision makersand  significant, avoidable
the public about the damage to the
potential significant environment by

environmental requiring changes to —
impacts a project

IDENTIFY DISCLOSE

the ways that to the public the reasons In San Francisco,
the evironmental why decisions are SF Planning informs
damage can be made if significant the public of many
avoided or reduced impacts occur :

impacts, including

WHO IS INVOLVED?

+ SF Planning is responsible for conducting
environmental review in San Francisco.

noise, wind, shadow,
transportation, and
other topics

« Various stakeholders including the public
« City decision makers

« Government or private project sponsors
(person/group proposing the change)

WHEN IS CEQA DONE?

Environmental review is not an approval of a project,
but it must be complete before city decision makers
determine whether or not to approve a project that

could impact the environment. PlSan Francisco

Example projects include:

« Public or private projects
+ Board of Supervisors legislation

« Allocation of public funding to projects sfplanning.org/whatisCEQA

To learn more, please visit:
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