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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 

TO:      Office of Planning and Research FROM: The Board of Trustees of the California State University 

P.O. Box 3644, Room 212 401 Golden Shore 

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Long Beach, California 90802-4210 

 

Project Title:  California State University, Fresno – Meats Lab Project 

Project Location-Specific:   

Address:  California State University, Fresno (Fresno State) campus, 5241 N Maple Ave, Fresno, CA 93740 

Cross Streets:  North Maple Avenue and East Barstow Avenue   

Latitude/Longitude:   36.814289, -119.745293 

Project Location-City:  Fresno            Project Location-County:  Fresno   

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: The Project would include the construction of a 

new, one-story, approximately 8,600-gross-square-foot (GSF) meats processing laboratory building. The new 

lab facility would consist of dry storage, cooler, freezer storage, raw meat preparation area, commercial 

kitchen and packing area, restrooms, an office, and a meeting/training/teaching room. The building and 

associated facilities would support teaching activities for Agricultural Sciences and Technology Program 

students. Operation of the Project would include meat processing, product preparation, training workshops, 

and educational seminars during regular hours with some evening or weekend hours. There would no public 

sales of meat products or public events at the facility. The facility would replace the current undersized 

processing space in the Animal Science Multipurpose Facility.  

The Project would include 30 new parking spaces and new electrical, natural gas, stormwater, water, and 

sewer service connections to existing utility infrastructure near the Project site. The campus is required to 

comply with the Region-wide Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) permit issued by the Central 

Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) in 2016, and the Storm Water Quality Management 

Program (SWQMP), adopted in 2013. The Project site is less than 1 acre, so it would not require compliance 

with the applicable Construction General Permit. The site would be landscaped with drought-tolerant 

plantings. 

The Project would be designed to meet Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver 

equivalent and would, at a minimum, comply with Title 24 Building, Energy and Green Buildings Standards. 

Exterior lighting would adhere to LEED–New Construction (NC) guidelines for light pollution reduction and 

energy efficiency. The Project would include roof-mounted photovoltaic panels. 

A Minor Master Plan Revision would be required to locate the new building footprint on the campus; this 

would be required as part of the Project approval. While this is a new building, it replaces an existing use and 

program space located within the existing Animal Science Multipurpose Facility (Building 252) and is located 

in an area with other agricultural buildings and facilities. 

The Project is subject to and incorporates applicable mitigation measures in the Mitigation Monitoring and 

Reporting Program (MMRP) adopted in conjunction with certification of the Campus Master Plan Revision 

Environmental Impact Report (EIR) (State Clearinghouse Number 1994032022) by the CSU Board of 

Trustees in 1994. Applicable mitigation measures address cultural resources, drainage and flooding, and 

hazardous materials, and would be implemented during Project construction and/or operation.  
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Name of Public Agency Approving Project:  The Board of Trustees of the California State University 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:  California State University, Fresno (Fresno State) 

The project is exempt from CEQA under the following authority:  

       Ministerial (CEQA Statute § 21080[b][1]; CEQA Guidelines §15268) 

       Declared Emergency (CEQA Statute § 21080[b][3]; CEQA Guidelines §15269[a]) 

       Emergency Project (CEQA Statute § 21080[b][4]; CEQA Guidelines §15269[c]) 

  X   Categorical Exemption (CEQA Guidelines §15303 State class number: Class 3) 

       Statutory Exemptions (CEQA Statute §21080.35) 

Reasons why project is exempt: 

The Project is categorically exempt under Class 3 (New Construction Projects), having met the conditions set 

forth in CEQA Guidelines §15303. The Project would fall under Class 3 as it is characterized as new 

construction of a small structure not exceeding 10,000 square feet in an urbanized area. The new structure 

would be an approximately 8,600-GSF facility designed to operate a meats lab for processing purposes in 

support of the Agricultural Sciences and Technology Program at Fresno State, located in the City of Fresno, 

an urbanized area. The Project would not involve the use of significant hazardous substances. The Project 

site has all necessary public services and facilities to allow for new connections to those services adjacent to 

the site, and the surrounding area is not environmentally sensitive. Additionally, the Project does not meet 

any of the exceptions for taking a categorical exemption, listed under CEQA Guidelines §15300.2. 

Lead Agency  

Contact Person:   Dillon Griffith, CEFP   Area Code/Telephone: (559) 278-4081           

 

Signature: ____________________________________ 

 

Title: Director of Planning Design and Construction  

 

 

 Signed by Lead Agency 

 

Date: ____________ 

Date Received for filing at OPR: __________________________________ 

 

Dillon Griffith (Sep 14, 2026 10:11:49 PDT)
Dillon Griffith 09/14/2026

https://fresnostate.na4.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAES6MA1htJxAI4G4A3zlW6TtNiffJuCxg
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