
Notice of Exemption 

TO:  Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 
State Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

FROM: Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
3310 El Camino Avenue, Suite 170 
Sacramento, CA 95821 
Angela Nguyen-Tan, (916) 837-3717 
angela.nguyen-tan@cvflood.ca.gov 

Project Title: Minor Alteration No. WA2026103– Milepost 239.83 Bridge Repair Project 

Project Applicant/Person Carrying Out Project: Union Pacific Railroad, Steve Cheney; Senior Manager of Structures 
Design; 1400 Douglas St, Omaha, NE, 68179; slcheney@up.com 

Project Location: The proposed project is located on Cottonwood Creek, within Section 11, Township 29N, Range 4 West, 
MDB&M; at approximately 40.3773422241211, -122.285430908203 W, South of the town of Cottonwood in Shasta and 
Tehama Counties. 

Project Description: To repair scour damage to the footer of pier 6 of the existing Milepost 239.83 Bridge. Repair consists of 
installing sheet-pile forms surrounding the 8-foot by 22-foot pier 6 and backfilling the scour hole with controlled low strength 
material. Two existing abandoned piers and associated sheet-pile cofferdams from a previous bridge, each approximately 12 
feet by 24 feet, will also be removed to three feet below the natural groundline within the Cottonwood Creek Channel. The 
remainder of the project area will be restored to conform to pre-construction contours. Milepost 239.83 Bridge is a single-track, 
nine-span, 511-foot-long railroad bridge constructed in 1983 and authorized under Board Permit No. 13563. 

Public Agency Approving Project: Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board) 

Exempt Status: 
☐ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

☒ Categorical Exemption: Sec. 15301; 15302 

☒ Statutory Exemption: 15275(a) 

Reasons Why Project is Exempt: 
The Board has determined that the project activities within the Board's authority are statutorily exempt from CEQA pursuant to 
California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15275(a). The project qualifies for this exemption because it involves the 
institution or increase of passenger or commuter service on rail lines or high-occupancy vehicle lanes already in use / or facility 
extensions not to exceed four miles in length which are required for transfer of passengers from or to exclusive public mass 
transit guideway or busway public transit services. The Board has determined that the project activities within the Board's 
authority are exempt from CEQA pursuant to the Class 2 (Replacement or Reconstruction) categorical exemption (California 
Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15302). The project qualifies for this exemption because it involves the replacement or 
reconstruction of an existing structure or facility that will be located on the same site as the structure or facility replaced and 
will have substantially the same purpose and capacity. The Board has determined that the project activities within the Board's 
authority are exempt from CEQA pursuant to the Class 1 (Existing Facilities) categorical exemption (California Code of 
Regulations, title 14, section 15301(l). The project qualifies for this exemption because it involves removal of small existing 
structures and involves negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. The Board further finds that none of the 
exceptions to the categorical exemptions set forth in California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15300.2 apply. 

 
Signature Chris Lief, Executive Officer Date 

☒ Signed by Public Agency ☐ Signed by Responsible Agency 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

Docusign Envelope ID: D17A73C4-7BEF-8113-803E-0418B11B26F6

9/28/2026
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