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LSA is pleased to submit this memorand 2 
the proposed Groundwater Recovery Facility Brine Line Improvement Project in Dana Point, 
California.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The South Coast Water District (District) is proposing the Groundwater Recovery Facility Brine Line 
Improvement Project (proposed project), which would a bypass pipeline 
for the reverse osmosis concentrate discharge at the District’s Groundwater Recovery Facility (GRF) 
in the City of Dana Point. Refer to Figure 1, Project , provided in  

The GRF treats one million gallons per day of brackish ground water that is pumped from the San 
Juan Basin, using reverse osmosis (RO) and an iron and manganese treatment system. An  18-
inch brine line at the GRF conveys various residuals generated from the treatment process to an 

. Th

lines converge at an air gap structure, which extends 10 feet above grade and 9 feet below grade, 
before being conveyed to  . The discharge of 
concentrate through the air gap structure has resulted in a buildup of precipitates within the  
brine line  

a 6-inch RO concentrate bypass pipeline within the GRF 
that would discharge to  42-  
standpipe . The proposed  pipeline would allow the RO concentrate to bypass 
the air gap structure, thereby decreasing the build- -inch brine line 

the other waste streams such as the treatment 
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would eliminate build-up in the lines by modifying how the wast
-  (see Figure 2, 

Project Site): 

 -inch HDPE RO concentrate bypass 
pipeline within the GRF and into Paseo Costa Sur; 

 -  

  

 Removal and replacement of aboveground piping connected to the air gap structure; 

 Scaling and cleaning of remaining below grade air gap structure; 

 S -inch brine waste line; and 

 Removal standpipe and vault in Paseo Costa Sur.  

The proposed RO concentrate bypass pipeline would be installed at a depth of 3 to 4 feet below 
ground surface (bgs) and would require a maximum depth of 4 to 5 

 
approximately 900 square feet. The proposed improvements would be limited to the District’s GRF 

a District property. All land 

and roadway. 

The project site is located east of San Juan Creek, and south of Stonehill Drive. Land uses in the 
vicinity of the project site include industrial, , and commercial. The project site is zoned as 

 ( ) 
in the City’s General Plan. Surrounding areas are zoned as 
(OS)  and Commercial Manufacturing (CM), Mobile Home Park, 
Senior Overlay (MHP - SO), and SP) . 
Surrounding areas are designated as ) and  
( ) in the City of Dana Point General Plan and Quasi Industrial (QI) and General Open Space 
(GOS) in the City of San Juan Capistrano General Plan. The project site is not located within the 
Californi   

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT, SECTION 15303, CLASS 3 EXISTING 
FACILITIES EXEMPTION 
A State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines includes, as required 
by Public Resources Code (PRC) 
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review under CEQA. This document has been prepared to serve as the basis for compliance with 
CEQA as it pertains to the proposed project, and to demonstrate that the project would be exempt 

2(c) of the CEQA Guidelines (Class 2, 
), consistent with the provisions of State CEQA Guidelines 

15302  

a. The project qualifies for an exemption under State CEQA Guidelines Sections 
15302 (i.e., Class 2) and, as a result, would not have a significant effect on the 
environment. 

b. The analysis shows there are no exceptions to qualifying for the exemption, as 
identified in State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2. 

Under State CEQA Guidelines 2, a Class 2 consist 
of where the new structure will be 

capacity as the structure replaced. The proposed project would closely align with State CEQA 
Guidelines 2(c): 

(c) 
. 

The proposed project includes an RO concentrate bypass pipeline and associated 
, and air gap structure 

improvements for the reverse osmosis brine line at the District’s GRF. The proposed project also 
-inch brine waste line. All 

GRF  and roadway. The proposed 
project would have the same purpose  typically characterized by the District’s  

.  

State CEQA Guidelines 
15302 (i.e., Class 2

Categorical 
 (CE) State CEQA Guidelines  

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT CATEGORICAL EXEMPTIONS – 
EXCEPTIONS 

State CEQA Guidelines 2 (Class 2) for the 

are present. The following analysis compares the criteria of State CEQA Guidelines 
 As described in the analysis below, LSA has determined that 
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(a) 
– 

 

Class 2  

As shown on Figure 1, the project site is located within a developed area within Dana Point, 
which itself is in an urbanized area of Orange County. There  present on the 
project site. No special-

proposed project would not involve the 
removal of any trees  on the project site or in the nearby vicinity and, therefore, 

The project site is not included on any list of hazardous 
materials sites ,1 including the 
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) EnviroStor,2 the State Water Resources Control 
Board (SWRCB) GeoTracker,3 

,4 and 
the list of site cleanup program sites on the Cortese List from the Water Boards.5 Therefore, the 
proposed project would not result in any impacts to an environmental resource of hazardous or 

State CEQA Guidelines 
not apply to the proposed project. 

 
 

The proposed project includes the in an RO concentrate bypass pipeline and 

structure improvements for the reverse osmosis brine line at the District’s GRF. The proposed 
-inch brine 

 
1  

 (accessed September 1, 2026). 
2  Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). 2026. Envirostor. Website:  

DOUS+WASTE+AND+SUBSTANCES+SITE+LIST+%28CORTESE%29 (accessed September 1, 2026). 
3  State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB). 2026a. Geotracker. Website:  

 (accessed September 1 2026). 
4  SWRCB. 2026b. 

 Website: - -Solid-Waste-
 (accessed September 1, 2026). 

5  SWRCB. 2026c. –  Website: -  
 (accessed September 1, 2026). 
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waste line. 
previously disturbed GRF  and roadway.  

The proposed project would 
permanent or long-
take of special-
noise emissions, would occur as part of the proposed project. The proposed project would also 
not result in any long-term or growth-inducing impacts. Furthermore, there are no current or 
reasonably foreseeable projects that are proposed in the project area; therefore, there are no 
project impacts that 

 

Therefore, 
State CEQA Guidelines 

does not apply to the proposed project. 

(c) 

 

n RO 
concentrate bypass pipeline 

for the reverse osmosis brine line at 
the District’s GRF. 
gap structure and 18-inch brine waste line. The proposed project would not require any road 
closures, and a
been previously disturbed GRF  and 
roadway. No work would occur outside of the project limits and roadway. No amendments to an 

 proposed project. 
Given that the project site has been previously disturbed, and the surrounding areas can be 

on the environment due to unusual circumstances. State CEQA 
Guidelines  

 

. 

n RO concentrate bypass pipeline and 

structure improvements for the reverse osmosis brine line at the District’s GRF. The proposed 
-inch brine 

waste line. The proposed project is approximately 
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is designated as an eligible State scenic highway.6 Due to intervening development and 
, t Although 

the proposed project includes replacement of the aboveground air gap structure, the 
replacement would be in-
from the highway. Furthermore, there are no trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or 
other scenic resources on the project site. Therefore, the proposed project would not result in 

 State scenic 
highway r State CEQA Guidelines 
apply to the proposed project. 

(e) 
a 

 

As discussed above, the project site is not included on any list of hazardous materials sites 
,  including the DTSC EnviroStor,8 the 

SWRCB GeoTracker,9 
,10 and the 

list of site cleanup program sites on the Cortese List from the Water Boards.11 Therefore, no 
impacts 
would occur. T State CEQA Guidelines 
the proposed project.  

 
 

n RO concentrate bypass pipeline and 

structure improvements for the reverse osmosis brine line at the District’s GRF. The proposed 
-inch brine 

waste line. The project site is fully developed and has previously 

 
6  Website: 

September 1, 2026). 
  

 (accessed September 1, 2026). 
8  DTSC. 2026. Envirostor. Website: .  

LIST+%28CORTESE%29 (accessed September 1, 2026). 
9  SWRCB. 2026a. Geotracker. Website:   

 (accessed September 1 2026). 
10  SWRCB. 2026b. 

 Website: - -Solid-Waste-
 (accessed September 1, 2026). 

11  SWRCB. 2026c. –  Website: -  
 (accessed September 1, 2026). 
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and subsurface disturbance. The areas immediately surrounding the project site are also 
primarily developed. within sediments 
that have been previously disturbed during on of GRF and associated 

 and roadway. 
project-related ground disturbance to encounter pre-contact or historic-period archaeological 

 to construct the GRF and 

archaeological deposits. Therefore
that would be impacted by the proposed project. 
unexpectedly 

-1 would 

 

RCM CUL-1 
-foot 

project sponsor 
appropriate avoidance measures or other appropriate measure, subject to 
approval by the City of Dana Point
appropriate measures recommended by the archaeologist. Should 

 
archaeologist shall recommend appropriate analysis and treatment and shall 

  

CONCLUSION 
In summary, the proposed project would 
a State CEQA Guidelines 2. 

environmental impact. The project site does not have value as habitat for endangered, rare, or 
threatened species. The proposed project would not result in damage to a scenic resource within a 
highway designated as a State scenic highway. Further, the project site is not on any list compiled 

 
. Therefore, the 

proposed p State CEQA Guidelines 
  

s: A: Figure 1  
  Figure 2: Project Site 
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FIGURE 1 

Groundwater Recovery Facility Brine Line Improvement Project 
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� Excavation Area for Proposed RO Concentrate Bypass Pipeline 

- Proposed RO Concentrate Bypass Pipeline 

Existing 18" Brine Waste Line 
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