
 

 

State Water Resources Control Board 
Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal 

SCH #: TBD 

Project Title: Bishop Creek Hydroelectric Project Relicensing 

Lead Agency: State Water Resources Control Board 
Contact Person: Adam Cohen 
Phone: 9163229258 
Mailing Address (include city, zip, and county): 1001 I St., Sacramento 95814 

Project Location 

County: Inyo 
City/Nearest Community: Bishop 
Cross Streets: Highway 168 and South Lake Road 
Zip Code: 93514 
Longitude/Latitude (degrees, minutes, seconds): 37°14'52.6"N 118°34'56.9"W 
Total Acres:  
Assessor’s Parcel No.:  
Section/Township/Range/Base: 
Within 2 miles:  

• State Hwy #: 168 
• Waterway(s): Bishop Creek, McGee Creek, Birch Creek, Green Creek 
• Airport(s):  
• Railway(s):  
• School(s):  

Document Type:  

CEQA: NOP 
NEPA: N/A 
Other: N/A 

Local Action Type: Other: Clean Water Act 401 water quality certification  

Development Type: Power; Type: Hydroelectric; 28.92 MW 
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Project Issues Discussed in Document: 

 Aesthetic/Visual  Agricultural 
Land 

 Air Quality  Archeological/ 
Historical 

X Biological 
Resources 

 Coastal 
Zone 

 Drainage 
Absorption 

 Economic/Jobs 

 Fiscal  Flood Plain/ 
Flooding 

 Forest Land/ 
Fire Hazard 

 Geologic/Seismic 

 Greenhouse 
Gases 

 Minerals  Noise  Population/ 
Housing Balance 

 Public Services/ 
Facilities 

X Recreation/ 
Parks 

 Schools/ 
Universities 

 Septic Systems 

 Sewer Capacity  Soil Erosion/ 
Compaction/ 
Grading 

 Solid Waste  Toxic/Hazardous 

 Traffic/Circulation  Vegetation X Water Quality  Water Supply/ 
Groundwater 

 Wetland/Riparian  Growth 
Inducement 

 Land Use  Cumulative 
Effects 

 Other:       

Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation: 

Project Description: Southern California Edison Company (SCE) owns and operates 
the Bishop Creek Hydroelectric Project (Hydroelectric Project), which is licensed by the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The Hydroelectric Project consists of: 
(1) five hydroelectric power plants (Power Plants 2-6) on Middle Fork Bishop Creek and 
Bishop Creek; (2) four diversions (Green Creek, South Fork, McGee Creek, and Birch 
Creek); (3) eight dams, some with associated flowlines, that divert water from South 
Fork Bishop Creek, Middle Fork Bishop Creek, Bishop Creek, Green Creek, Birch 
Creek, and McGee Creek to Hydroelectric Project facilities on Middle Fork Bishop Creek 
and Bishop Creek; (4) 17 stream gages; and (5) three primary storage reservoirs (South 
Lake, Lake Sabrina, and Longley Lake). The Proposed Project involves the relicensing 
(continued operation) of the existing Hydroelectric Project for a presumed 50-year term 
with proposed changes including re-operation of the Green Creek Diversion, boundary 
updates, a water management measure, sediment management plan, fish stocking 
plan, wildlife resources management plan, botanical resources management plan, 
invasive species management plan, recreation resources management plan, and a 
historic properties management plan. 
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Reviewing Agencies Checklist:  

S Air Resources Board S Office of Historic Preservation 
S Boating & Waterways, Department of  Office of Public School 

Construction 
 California Emergency Management Agency  Parks & Recreation, Department of 
 California Highway Patrol  Pesticide Regulation, Department 

of 
S Caltrans District #9 S Public Utilities Commission 
 Caltrans Division of Aeronautics  Regional WQCB #6 
 Caltrans Planning S Resources Agency 
 Central Valley Flood Protection Board  Resources Recycling and 

Recovery, Department of 
 Coachella Valley Mtns. Conservancy  S.F. Bay Conservation & 

Development Comm. 
 Coastal Commission  San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers & 

Mtns. Conservancy 
 Colorado River Board  San Joaquin River Conservancy 
 Conservation, Department of  Santa Monica Mtns. Conservancy 
 Corrections, Department of S State Lands Commission 
 Delta Protection Commission  SWRCB: Clean Water Grants 
 Education, Department of  SWRCB: Water Quality 
 Energy Commission  SWRCB: Water Rights 
S Fish & Game Region #6  Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 
 Food & Agriculture, Department of S Toxic Substances Control, 

Department of 
S Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of  Water Resources, Department of 
 General Services, Department of  Other: 
 Health Services, Department of   
 Housing & Community Development   
S Native American Heritage Commission   

Local Public Review Period: September 23, 2026 – October 30, 2026 

Lead Agency Complete if Applicable: 

Consulting Firm: N/A 
Address (include city/state/zip): 
Contact: 
Phone: 

Applicant: Southern California Edison  
Address (include city/state/zip): 2244 Walnut Grove Ave 
Contact: Matthew Woodhall 
Phone: 6263029596 
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Adam Cohen, Senior Environmental Scientist 

September 23, 2026 

Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Section 21161, Public Resources Code. 


	State Water Resources Control Board

