
CEQA: California Environmental Quality Act 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

To: � Office of Planning and Research 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

� County Clerk 
County of _S_a _cr_a _m_ e_n_to ______ _ 

3636 American River Drive, Suite 110 

Sacramento, CA 95864 

From: 
Twin Rivers Unified School District 

3222 Winona Way 

North Highlands, CA 95660 

Hazel Strauch Elementary School Permanent Universal TK Building Project 
Project Title 

3141 Northstead Dr, Sacramento, CA 95833 
Project Location - Specific 

Sacramento Sacramento 
Project Location - City Project Location - County 

The proposed project will be developed on the southern boundary of the Hazel Strauch Elementary School 
campus. The area is currently occupied by 10 trees that will be removed. The proposed project would not require 
demolition of any existing buildings or structures. 

The proposed project would include the construction of a new transitional kindergarten (TK) building that will 
contain two new TK classrooms, restrooms, and a support room. The proposed project will accommodate an 
additional 40 students, representing a 9 percent increase in total campus capacity. Additionally, the proposed 
project would include surrounding hardscape and utility improvements, implementation of a new 20-foot fire 
access lane, and a new 80-foot roundabout adjacent to the new classroom building. Additionally, the proposed 
project will include surrounding hardscape and utility improvements. 

Construction of the proposed project will occur in one phase, beginning in winter 2027, and will be completed in 
fall 2027. Less than one acre of the project site would be disturbed during project construction. 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project 

Twin Rivers Unified School District 
Name of Public Agency Approving Project 

Twin Rivers Unified School District 
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project 

Exempt Status: (check one below) 

D Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 

D Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

D Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

� Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 3, CCR § 15303, New Construction or 
Conversion of Small Structures; Class 14, CCR §15314, Minor Additions to Schools 

D Statutory Exemptions. State code number: ______________________ _ 

The proposed project will consist of the construction of a new classroom building and associated hardscape and 
utility improvements, implementation of a new 20-foot fire access lane, and a new 80-foot roundabout within an 
existing elementary .school campus. The proposed classroom building will function as a small institutional 
structure accessory to the continued operation of the school campus and will remain consistent with the existing 
educational use of the site. The proposed project will occur entirely within the existing developed school grounds 
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and will not require expansion of campus boundaries or off-site improvements. Therefore, the proposed project 
is exempt from CEQA under Section 15303. 

The proposed project will include the addition of a single building and associated hardscape and utility 
improvements, implementation of a new 20-foot fire access lane, and a new 80-foot roundabout to the existing 
school campus. The proposed project will add one classroom, accommodat ing an additional 40 students, which 
represents a 9 percent increase in tota l campus capacity. Accordingly, the proposed project will not increase 
student capacity by more than 25 percent and will add fewer than 10 classrooms, consistent with the 
requirements of Section 15314. All project components will occur entirely within the existing developed school 
campus and will not require expansion of the campus boundaries or result in off-site improvements. The · 
proposed project will maintain the existing educational use of the site and will involve only minor add itions and 
improvements to the campus. Therefore, the project is exempt from CEQA under Section 15314. 

The proposed project was also reviewed for possible exceptions under Section 15300.2 and found that the 
exceptions do not apply. 

Reasons why project is exempt 
Victoria Garcia 
Contact Person: 

If filed by applicant: 

916.566.1600 ext. 36205 
Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 

1. Attach certified document of exemption findings 

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving [gl Yes 
the project 

□ No 

Date 
Received for 
Filing: 

Signature: --~_,...,,___,,_,,__ _____ Title: Director Faci lities Construction & Planning 
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Attachment to Notice of Exemption 
Hazel Strauch Elementary School Permanent Universal TK Building Project 

Twin Rivers Unified School District 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

The Twin Rivers Unified School District (District) proposes improvements to the Hazel Strauch 
Elementary School (ES) campus with the construction of new classroom building that will 
contain two new transitional kindergarten (TK) classrooms, restrooms, and a support room 
(proposed project). This supplemental information provides justification for the Categorical 
Exemptions pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines under 
California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sections 15303 and 15314. The District is the lead 
agency for the proposed project in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines, Section 15051(c).  

1. EXISTING CONDITIONS 

1.1 Project Location 
The Hazel Strauch ES campus is at 3141 Northstead Drive in the City of Sacramento (Assessor’s 
Parcel Number 262-0140-003) in Sacramento County (project site) (see Figure 1, Regional 
Location).  

The campus is bound by Edmonton Drive and the Rio Terra Junior High School campus to the 
north, Northstead Drive and residential development to the east, and open space to the south 
and west (see Figure 2, Aerial Photograph). Regional access to the campus is provided by 
Interstate 80 (I-80), approximately 1.1 miles south of the campus and I-5, approximately 1.8 
miles east of the project site. Vehicular access to the campus is provided via Edmonton Drive to 
the north and Northstead Drive to the east.  

1.2 Local Setting 
Surrounding land uses consist of single-family homes to the east, south, and west. Rio Tierra 
Junior High School is directly north of the campus, John Strauch Park is directly south of the 
campus, and open space is directly west of the campus.  

1.3 Existing Land Use and Zoning 
The Hazel Strauch ES campus has a zoning designation of Single Family Residential (R-1) (1-2 
units per lot). The campus has a General Plan land use designation of Public/Utilities with a 
Specific Land Use of Public School (Sacramento 2026). 
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1.4 Surrounding General Plan Land Use Designation 
John Strauch Park,  south of the campus, has a zoning designation of R-1 and a General Plan 
land use designation of Vacant. The open space to the west of campus has a zoning designation 
of R-1 and a General Plan land use of Miscellaneous with a Specific Land Use of Park/Greenbelt. 
Rio Tierra Junior High School has a zoning designation of R-1 and a General Plan land use 
designation of Public/Utilities with a Specific Land Use of Public School. The surrounding single-
family homes have a zoning designation of R-1 and a General Plan land use designation of 
Residential with a Specific Land Use of Single Family (Sacramento 2026) 

1.5 Twin Rivers Unified School District  
The District provides school services to the City of Sacramento and includes 53 schools, 
including 29 elementary schools, 6 intermediate/middle schools, 5 high schools, 8 K–12 schools, 
1 special education school, 1 adult education center, 1 alternative school, and 2 continuation 
high schools. The District had a districtwide enrollment of 31,502 students in the 2025–2026 
school year (CDE 2026a). 

1.6 Hazel Strauch Elementary School 
Hazel Strauch ES is a TK–6 elementary school. Hazel Strauch ES had a schoolwide enrollment of 
666 students in the 2025–2026 school year (CDE 2026b).  

1.7 Existing Facilities 
The Hazel Strauch ES campus contains permanent structures that support educational and 
extracurricular functions. The campus also includes a parking lot at the northern and eastern 
portion of the campus, hardscaped play courts, a field at the western portion of the campus, 
and a playground at the southern corner of the campus. On-site circulation, parking, utilities, 
fencing, hardscape, and landscaping already exist. The campus is currently fully developed. 
Infrastructure (water, sewer, storm drainage, electrical, lighting, walkways) are already in place 
and support current operations. 

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The proposed project will occur on less than one acre of the campus and will include the 
construction of a new classroom building that will contain two new TK classrooms. The 
proposed project will accommodate an additional 40 students, representing a 9 percent 
increase in total campus capacity.  
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2.1 New Classroom Building 
The proposed project will be developed on the southern boundary of the campus. The area is 
currently occupied by 10 trees that will be removed. The proposed project will not require 
demolition of any existing buildings or structures. The new building will include two TK 
classrooms, each with their own TK restrooms. Additionally, the new building will consist of a TK 
support room and staff restroom.  

2.2 Site Improvements  
Additionally, the proposed project will include surrounding hardscape and utility improvements. 
Both classrooms would connect to existing utilities. The proposed project will also add a new 
20-foot fire access lane and a new 80-foot roundabout adjacent to the new classroom building 
(see Figure 3, Proposed Site Plan).  

2.3 Project Construction 
Construction of the proposed project will occur in one phase, beginning in winter 2027, to be 
completed in fall 2027. All construction equipment and workers will remain within the 
boundaries of the project site/campus, and contractors will adhere to the City of Sacramento 
Municipal Code, Chapter 8.68.080, Noise Control Codes for Construction, to avoid disruption to 
campus operations. All project improvements will occur on campus, and no off-site 
improvements will be included as part of the proposed project. 

3. REASONS WHY THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT 
The proposed project is exempt from further environmental review under the requirements of 
CEQA (Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq.) because it is consistent with Classes 3 and 
14 exemptions.  

Categorical Exemption  

CEQA GUIDELINES SECTION 15303 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15303, New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures, consists 
of construction and location of limited numbers of new, small facilities or structures; installation 
of small new equipment and facilities in small structures; and the conversion of existing small 
structures from one use to another where only minor modifications are made in the exterior of 
the structure. The numbers of structures described in this section are the maximum allowable 
on any legal parcel. 
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LEGEND

GENERAL NOTES
1.

2.

3.

 SEE SHEET GA101 FOR ACCESSIBLE PATH OF TRAVEL AND ACCESSIBLE RESTROOM 
LOCATIONS.

SEE SPECIFIC BUILDING LIFE SAFETY PLAN SHEETS GL111- LIFE SAFETY FLOOR PLAN FOR 
EXITING REQUIREMENTS AND BUILDING CODE ANALYSIS.

DIMENSIONS GIVEN TO ASSUMED PROPERTY LINE LOCATIONS ARE FOR CODE ANALYSIS 
PURPOSES ONLY AND SHALL NOT BE USED TO LOCATE BUILDINGS FOR STAKING PURPOSES. 
SEE CIVIL DRAWINGS FOR EXACT BUILDING LOCATIONS. 

NEW BUILDING LOCATION

EXISTING BUILDING LOCATION (NOT IN SCOPE)

ASSUMED PROPERTY LINE PER BUILDING

School District/Owner:

Project Name/School:

Project Address:

FIRE & LIFE SAFETY SITE CONDITIONS

LFA Agency Name:

LFA Review Official:

Work Email:

Title:

LOCAL FIRE AUTHORITY (LFA)

PROJECT INFORMATION

Work Phone:

LFA Reviewer Signature:

Review Key: "Y" = Complies with LFA requirements
"NA" = Not applicable to the project

"N" = Not Approved (complete Section B)
"NR" = LFA elects not to review

CONDITION MEANS AND METHODS RESOLUTION Y

Emergency vehicle access roadways do not meet CFC requirements.

N NA NR

4.

Date:

Has a fire hydrant flow test been performed within the past 
12 months?
(If yes, provide a copy of the test data.)

Was the fire hydrant water flow test performed as part of this 
LFA review?

Yes
FIRE & LIFE SAFETY INFORMATION

Is the project located within a designated fire hazard severity 
zone (FHSZ) as established by Cal-Fire?

(If yes, indicate FHSZ classification below.)

1.

2.

3.

No

Yes No

Yes No

Refer to the following website for FHSZ locations:
http://egis.fire.ca.gov/FHSZ/

Moderate Very HighHigh

Wildland Interface Area (WIFA) (If any designations are check, project design team must 
meet the requirements of CBC Chapter 7A.)

WIFA

Acceptable Alternative: Emergency vehicle and personnel access as proposed by the 
project architect is acceptable for providing fire suppression and protection of life and 
property.

4a.

Fire Hydrants: Number and spacing does not meet CFC requirements.5.

Acceptable Alternative: Number of fire hydrants and spacing as proposed by the 
project architect is acceptable for fire suppression and protection of life and property.

5a.

Fire Hydrants: Water flow and pressure are less than CFC minimum.6.

Acceptable Alternative: The available flow and pressure is acceptable for providing 
fire suppression and protection of life and property.

6a.

Location of fire department connection(s) serving fire sprinkler systems or standpipe 
systems does not meet CFC requirements.

7.

Acceptable Alternative: The location of fire department connections serving the fire 
sprinkler system and/or standpipe system is acceptable for providing fire suppression 
and protection of life and property.

7a.

School District Acceptance of Acceptable Design Alternates

By signing this form, the school district acknowledges and accepts the proposed design as an alternative to 
California Code (CBC) and California Fire Code (CFC) minimum requirements, as indicated by one or more of 
the conditions indicated at items 4a, 5a, 6a, or 7a, for providing fire and life safety protection of life and property.

Accepted by: ____________________________________  Title: _____________________________________

Signature: _________________________________________________  Date: __________________________

LIMITS OF ARCHITECTURAL SCOPE OF WORK

(E) FIRE TRUCK ACCESS ROAD (MINIMUM 20'-0" CLEAR WIDTH)

EMERGENCY FIRE TRUCK ACCESS PATH OF TRAVEL ROUTE IS TO BE A 
MINIMUM OF 20' WIDE BY 15'-6" VERTICAL CLEARANCE WITH 50' INSIDE 
TURNING RADIUS AND AN ADDITIONAL 2' OF WIDTH PROVIDED TO ALLOW 
FOR CLEARANCE OF APPARATUS BUMPER OVERHANG, TYP VEHICLE 
BARRIERS SUCH AS GATES SHALL BE PROVIDED WITH A KNOX BOX AT 
CAMPUS ENTRY POINTS.

FIRE HYDRANT, SEE CIVIL DWGSFH

KNOX BOXKB

SAFE DISPERSAL AREA: 5 SF/PERSON MIN 50'-0" FROM ANY BUILDING

FIRE RISER ROOMFR

(E) FIRE HYDRANT(E)FH

(E) POST INDICATOR VALVE, SEE CIVIL DWGS

(E) FIRE DEPARTMENT CONNECTION, SEE CIVIL DWGS

(E)PIV

6" WIDE RED STRIPE TO INDICATE FIRE LANE

THE ENTIRE LENGTH OF STANDARD CURBS BORDERING NEW FIRE APPARATUS 
ACCESS ROADS SHALL BE PAINTED TRAFFIC RED AND SHALL HAVE THE WORDS 
“NO PARKING - FIRE LANE” STENCILED UPON THEIR HORIZONTAL AND VERTICAL 
SURFACES AT INTERVALS OF NOT MORE THAN 50'. LETTERS SHALL BE OF BLOCK 
STYLE, MINIMUM FIVE (5) INCHES IN HEIGHT WITH A STROKE OF NOT LESS THAN 
3/4", AND SHALL BE PAINTED WHITE ON A TRAFFIC RED BACKGROUND.

6" WIDE WHITE STRIPE TO INDICATE "LOADING ZONE"

FOR D
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GENERAL NOTES
1.

2.

3.

 SEE SHEET GA101 FOR ACCESSIBLE PATH OF TRAVEL AND ACCESSIBLE RESTROOM 
LOCATIONS.

SEE SPECIFIC BUILDING LIFE SAFETY PLAN SHEETS GL111- LIFE SAFETY FLOOR PLAN FOR 
EXITING REQUIREMENTS AND BUILDING CODE ANALYSIS.

DIMENSIONS GIVEN TO ASSUMED PROPERTY LINE LOCATIONS ARE FOR CODE ANALYSIS 
PURPOSES ONLY AND SHALL NOT BE USED TO LOCATE BUILDINGS FOR STAKING PURPOSES. 
SEE CIVIL DRAWINGS FOR EXACT BUILDING LOCATIONS. 

NEW BUILDING LOCATION

EXISTING BUILDING LOCATION (NOT IN SCOPE)

ASSUMED PROPERTY LINE PER BUILDING

School District/Owner:

Project Name/School:

Project Address:

FIRE & LIFE SAFETY SITE CONDITIONS

LFA Agency Name:

LFA Review Official:

Work Email:

Title:

LOCAL FIRE AUTHORITY (LFA)

PROJECT INFORMATION

Work Phone:

LFA Reviewer Signature:

Review Key: "Y" = Complies with LFA requirements
"NA" = Not applicable to the project

"N" = Not Approved (complete Section B)
"NR" = LFA elects not to review

CONDITION MEANS AND METHODS RESOLUTION Y

Emergency vehicle access roadways do not meet CFC requirements.

N NA NR

4.

Date:

Has a fire hydrant flow test been performed within the past 
12 months?
(If yes, provide a copy of the test data.)

Was the fire hydrant water flow test performed as part of this 
LFA review?

Yes
FIRE & LIFE SAFETY INFORMATION

Is the project located within a designated fire hazard severity 
zone (FHSZ) as established by Cal-Fire?

(If yes, indicate FHSZ classification below.)

1.

2.

3.

No

Yes No

Yes No

Refer to the following website for FHSZ locations:
http://egis.fire.ca.gov/FHSZ/

Moderate Very HighHigh

Wildland Interface Area (WIFA) (If any designations are check, project design team must 
meet the requirements of CBC Chapter 7A.)

WIFA

Acceptable Alternative: Emergency vehicle and personnel access as proposed by the 
project architect is acceptable for providing fire suppression and protection of life and 
property.

4a.

Fire Hydrants: Number and spacing does not meet CFC requirements.5.

Acceptable Alternative: Number of fire hydrants and spacing as proposed by the 
project architect is acceptable for fire suppression and protection of life and property.

5a.

Fire Hydrants: Water flow and pressure are less than CFC minimum.6.

Acceptable Alternative: The available flow and pressure is acceptable for providing 
fire suppression and protection of life and property.

6a.

Location of fire department connection(s) serving fire sprinkler systems or standpipe 
systems does not meet CFC requirements.

7.

Acceptable Alternative: The location of fire department connections serving the fire 
sprinkler system and/or standpipe system is acceptable for providing fire suppression 
and protection of life and property.

7a.

School District Acceptance of Acceptable Design Alternates

By signing this form, the school district acknowledges and accepts the proposed design as an alternative to 
California Code (CBC) and California Fire Code (CFC) minimum requirements, as indicated by one or more of 
the conditions indicated at items 4a, 5a, 6a, or 7a, for providing fire and life safety protection of life and property.

Accepted by: ____________________________________  Title: _____________________________________

Signature: _________________________________________________  Date: __________________________

LIMITS OF ARCHITECTURAL SCOPE OF WORK

(E) FIRE TRUCK ACCESS ROAD (MINIMUM 20'-0" CLEAR WIDTH)

EMERGENCY FIRE TRUCK ACCESS PATH OF TRAVEL ROUTE IS TO BE A 
MINIMUM OF 20' WIDE BY 15'-6" VERTICAL CLEARANCE WITH 50' INSIDE 
TURNING RADIUS AND AN ADDITIONAL 2' OF WIDTH PROVIDED TO ALLOW 
FOR CLEARANCE OF APPARATUS BUMPER OVERHANG, TYP VEHICLE 
BARRIERS SUCH AS GATES SHALL BE PROVIDED WITH A KNOX BOX AT 
CAMPUS ENTRY POINTS.

FIRE HYDRANT, SEE CIVIL DWGSFH

KNOX BOXKB

SAFE DISPERSAL AREA: 5 SF/PERSON MIN 50'-0" FROM ANY BUILDING

FIRE RISER ROOMFR

(E) FIRE HYDRANT(E)FH

(E) POST INDICATOR VALVE, SEE CIVIL DWGS

(E) FIRE DEPARTMENT CONNECTION, SEE CIVIL DWGS

(E)PIV

6" WIDE RED STRIPE TO INDICATE FIRE LANE

THE ENTIRE LENGTH OF STANDARD CURBS BORDERING NEW FIRE APPARATUS 
ACCESS ROADS SHALL BE PAINTED TRAFFIC RED AND SHALL HAVE THE WORDS 
“NO PARKING - FIRE LANE” STENCILED UPON THEIR HORIZONTAL AND VERTICAL 
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The proposed project will consist of the construction of a new classroom building 
and associated hardscape and utility improvements within an existing 
elementary school campus, implementation of a new 20-foot fire access lane, 
and a new 80-foot roundabout adjacent to the new classroom building. The 
proposed classroom building will function as a small institutional structure 
accessory to the continued operation of the school campus and will remain 
consistent with the existing educational use of the site. The proposed project will 
occur entirely within the existing developed school grounds and will not require 
expansion of campus boundaries or off-site improvements. Therefore, the 
proposed project is exempt from CEQA under Section 15303. 

CEQA GUIDELINES SECTION 15314 

Class 14, Minor Additions to Schools (CEQA Guidelines Section 15314), consists of minor 
additions to existing schools within existing school grounds where the addition does not 
increase original student capacity by more than 25 percent or 10 classrooms, whichever is less. 
The addition of portable classrooms is included in this exemption. 

The proposed project will include the addition of a single building, associated 
hardscape and utility improvements, implementation of a new 20-foot fire access 
lane, and a new 80-foot roundabout adjacent to the new classroom building to 
the existing school campus. The proposed project will add two classrooms, 
accommodating an additional 40 students, which represents a 9 percent increase 
in total campus capacity. Accordingly, the proposed project will not increase 
student capacity by more than 25 percent and will add fewer than 10 classrooms, 
consistent with the requirements of Section 15314. All project components will 
occur entirely within the existing developed school campus and will not require 
expansion of the campus boundaries or result in off-site improvements. The 
proposed project will maintain the existing educational use of the site and will 
involve only minor additions and improvements to the campus. Therefore, the 
project is exempt from CEQA under Section 15314. 

4. REVIEW OF EXCEPTIONS TO THE CATEORICAL 
EXEMPTION 
The proposed project has been reviewed under CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2, Exceptions, 
for any characteristics or circumstances that might invalidate findings that the proposed project 
is exempt from CEQA. Each exception is listed below, followed by an assessment of whether that 
exception applies to the proposed project.  

a. Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project 
would be located—a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment 
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may, in a particularly sensitive environment, be significant. Therefore, these classes are 
considered to apply in all instances, except where the project may have an impact on an 
environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where designated, precisely 
mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies. 

The project site is on the existing Hazel Strauch ES campus, which includes classroom 
buildings, athletic fields and facilities, a parking lot, concrete walkways, and ornamental 
landscaping. Due to the school’s developed nature and frequent human disturbance, it does 
not contain any biological resources of critical concern. The project site is in an urbanized 
and developed area of the city. No mapped riparian habitats or wetlands exist on the project 
site (USFWS 2026). The nearest wetland is a riverine approximately 0.1 mile west of the 
project site (USFWS 2026). However, all project components will occur entirely within the 
existing developed school campus and will not require expansion of the campus boundaries 
or result in off-site improvements. Additionally, there is no evidence of hazardous materials 
or substances on the campus (see Section (e), Hazardous Waste Sites). As such, the project 
site is not considered to be a particularly sensitive environment. Therefore, this exception 
does not apply to the proposed project. 

b. Cumulative Impacts. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative 
impact of successive projects of the same type in the same place over time is significant.  

There are no other planned projects proposed on the campus at this time that, in 
combination with the proposed project, will result in cumulative impacts. Any future 
campus improvements will be implemented as independent projects, confined to their 
respective sites, and subject to their own environmental review under CEQA, as applicable. 
Other projects within the District include the construction of new classroom buildings at 
Foothill Oaks ES and Garden Valley ES. The projects are 9 and 0.5 miles northeast of the 
proposed project, respectively. The planned projects consist of minor improvements on 
separate campuses, within their own established school sites. Projects at other campuses 
will be executed individually. All construction equipment and activities will occur within the 
boundaries of each campus and will not extend to the other campuses. As such, they will 
not combine with the proposed project to create significant cumulative environmental 
impacts. Construction of the proposed project will be scheduled and phased to minimize 
disruption to on-campus activities and the surrounding community. Additionally, the 
proposed project consists of a minor addition to the campus and will not expand campus 
boundaries, significantly increase student or staff capacity, or introduce new operational 
activities. Thus, it will not contribute to cumulative environmental effects. Significant 
cumulative impacts are not anticipated to occur with the implementation of any other 
projects. Therefore, this exception does not apply to the proposed project. 

c. Significant Effects. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a 
reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due 
to unusual circumstances.  
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The project site is on a currently occupied school campus that is entirely developed, 
disturbed, and used throughout the year. The proposed project, which involves the 
construction of a new classroom building, will add new development consistent with the 
existing uses on the project site. There are no sensitive resources within or adjacent to the 
project site. The proposed project requires the removal of up to 10 trees on the project site. 
During a site visit conducted in May 2026, the trees were identified as Valley oak and coast 
live oak. The 10 trees are not special-status species within the State and Federally Listed 
Endangered, Threatened, and Rare Plants of California list or the Special Vascular Plants, 
Bryophytes, and Lichens List (CDFW 2026a, 2026b). Therefore, the proposed project will not 
result in impacts to special-status species. 

Nesting birds are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), which governs the 
taking, killing, possession, transportation, and importation of migratory birds, their eggs, 
parts, and nests (US Code, Title 16, Sections 703–712). The MBTA prohibits the taking, 
possession, import, export, transport, sale, purchase, barter, or offering of these activities, 
except under a valid permit or as permitted in the implementing regulations. Construction 
of the proposed project will be required to comply with applicable local, state, and federal 
regulations, such as the MBTA. As part of the construction process and as standard practice, 
the District will implement a preconstruction nesting bird survey if ground disturbance and 
tree removal activities occur during the nesting season. As such, there is no reasonable 
possibility that the project will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual 
circumstances. Proposed improvements will not change access and circulation of the 
surrounding area. All construction activities will comply with current local, state, and federal 
laws, regulations, construction best management practices, and District standards and 
guidelines. Therefore, this exemption does not apply to the proposed project. 

d. Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project that may result in 
damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to trees, historic buildings, rock 
outcroppings, or similar resources within a highway officially designated a state scenic 
highway.  

There are no designated state scenic highways near the campus. According to the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) California Scenic Highway Mapping System, the 
closest eligible state scenic highway is State Route 128 (SR-128) from Post Mile (PM) 0.000 
to PM 9.808, approximately 26 miles west of the project site. The closest officially 
designated scenic highway is SR-160 from PM L0.0 to PM 35, approximately 11 miles south 
of the project site (Caltrans 2026). All proposed improvements will occur within the 
boundaries of the existing Hazel Strauch ES campus and are not visible from any eligible or 
designated scenic highways due to distance; thus, the proposed project will not affect any 
scenic highways. Additionally, due to the distance between the project site and these 
highways, the proposed project will not result in damage to scenic resources, including but 
not limited to trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar resources within a 



HAZEL  STRAUCH ES  PERMANENT UNIVERSAL TK BUILDING PROJECT   
TWIN RIVERS UNIF IED SCHOOL D ISTRICT  
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION ATTACHMENT 

10 PlaceWorks 

highway officially designated a state scenic highway. Therefore, this exception does not 
apply to the proposed project. 

e. Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a 
site which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5. 

California Government Code Section 65962.5 requires the California Environmental 
Protection Agency (CalEPA) to compile, maintain, and update specified lists of hazardous 
release sites. The required lists of hazardous material release sites are commonly and 
collectively referred to as the “Cortese List,” named after the legislator who authored the 
legislation. Because the statute was enacted more than 20 years ago, some of the provisions 
refer to agency activities that were conducted many years ago and are no longer being 
implemented and, in some cases, the information required in the Cortese List does not exist. 
Those requesting a copy of the Cortese Lists are now referred directly to the appropriate 
information resources on internet websites hosted by the boards or departments 
referenced in the statute. The following five data sources, which are compiled by CalEPA to 
meet Cortese List requirements, were searched for hazardous materials on the site: 

 EnviroStor. Hazardous Waste and Substances Site List (DTSC 2026a) 

 GeoTracker. Leaking Underground Storage Task Sites (SWRCB 2026) 

 CalEPA. Solid Waste Disposal Sites Identified by the Water Board with Waste 
Constituents above Hazardous Waste Levels Outside the Waste Management Unit 
(CalEPA 2026a)  

 CalEPA. List of Active Cease and Desist Orders and Cleanup and Abatement Orders from 
the Water Board (CalEPA 2026) 

 Hazardous Waste Facilities Subject to Corrective Action. Department of Toxic Substances 
Control (DTSC 2026b) 

The search of these databases did not identify any active hazardous waste sites within 0.25 
miles of the project site. Thus, the project site is not identified as a hazardous materials site 
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5, and the project will not create a hazard to 
the public. Therefore, this exception does not apply to the proposed project. 

f. Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project that may cause 
a substantial adverse change in the significance of historical resources. Under Public 
Resource Code Section 21084.1, a historical resource is a resource listed in or determined to 
be eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources. Additionally, historical 
resources included in a local register of historical resources are presumed to be historically 
or culturally significant, and a lead agency can determine whether the resource may be a 
historical resource. 
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The Hazel Strauch ES campus is not listed on the National Register of Historic Places or as a 
California Historical Landmark or California Point of Historical Interest, nor is there a listed 
historic resource within a 0.25-mile radius of the project site (NPS 2026; OHP 2026a, 2026b). 
Additionally, neither the school nor any adjoining property is listed as a historic resource or 
potential historic resource by the City of Sacramento. No historical resources have been 
identified on site during preparation of this Notice of Exemption. Therefore, the historical 
sites exception does not apply to the proposed project. 

5. CONCLUSION 
The proposed project at Hazel Strauch ES is exempt from CEQA review, pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Sections 15303 and 15314. As substantiated in this document, the proposed project 
will not meet the conditions specified in Section 15300.2, Exceptions, of the CEQA Guidelines, 
and the project is categorically exempt under Classes 3 and 14. 
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