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1 Introduction

The San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority (SFCJPA) is advancing the SAFER Bay Project,
a regional shoreline resilience, ecosystem restoration, and flood protection initiative along the South
San Francisco Bay shoreline. The SAFER Bay Project Pond SF2 Geotechnical Investigation
(Project) would collect subsurface information needed to support engineering and restoration design
of a portion of the proposed levee alignment within Ravenswood Salt Pond SF2.

HDR Engineering, Inc., prepared a geotechnical investigation work plan for Pond SF2 that identifies
proposed subsurface exploration activities necessary to support engineering and restoration design
of the Project. The investigation includes six exploratory soil borings, each approximately six inches
in diameter, and seven cone penetration tests (CPTs), each approximately two inches in diameter,
within managed Pond SF2 in Menlo Park, San Mateo County. The borings and CPTs would be
advanced to depths of approximately 80 to 100 feet below the ground surface using a low-ground-
pressure amphibious drilling platform designed to operate in shallow-water and soft-soil
environments. Geotechnical information collected during the investigation will be used to
characterize subsurface conditions and support engineering and restoration design of the Project.

The proposed geotechnical investigation constitutes the Project for purposes of California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review. Project activities are limited to temporary geotechnical
exploration, including drilling, subsurface sampling, CPT testing, temporary access and equipment
staging, biological monitoring, containment and disposal of drill spoils, and restoration of exploration
locations following completion of field activities. The investigation would occur outside sensitive bird
nesting periods and would incorporate approved avoidance and minimization measures (AMMs),
worker environmental awareness training, spill prevention procedures, and other best management
practices (BMPs) to protect biological and water quality resources. The project would result in only
temporary disturbance, with approximately 0.000036 acre of temporary impacts within Pond SF2, as
identified in the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (SFRWCB) Notice of
Applicability (NOA).

SFCJPA has determined that the Project is categorically exempt from the CEQA pursuant to State
CEQA Guidelines Section 15306, Class 6 -Information Collection. The Project consists of basic data
collection, research, and resource evaluation activities undertaken to obtain information for future
planning and design and will not result in a major disturbance or significant impact to an
environmental resource. All exploration locations will be restored following completion, and no
permanent structures or significant environmental impacts would result from the proposed activities.

2 Project Location

The Project is located within Ravenswood Salt Pond SF2 in the City of Menlo Park, San Mateo
County, California, immediately south of State Route 84 (Bayfront Expressway/Dumbarton Bridge),
adjacent to the Ravenswood Open Space Preserve and the regional Bay Trail. The geotechnical
investigation area is centered at approximately 37.492325° north latitude and -122.130874° west
longitude and encompasses a portion of the Proposed Project alignment between approximately
Station 125+00 and Station 150+00. The proposed borings and CPTs are located entirely within
managed Pond SF2 on lands managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). Surrounding
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land uses include open space, wetlands, transportation facilities, utility infrastructure, and
commercial development.
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Figure 1. Proposed Project Location
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Description of Proposed Investigations

The proposed geotechnical investigation includes the following activities:

1.

Subsurface Exploration

a. Six exploratory soil borings (B26-01 through B26-06) would be drilled to depths of
approximately 80 to 100 feet below ground surface using mud rotary drilling
methods. Soil samples would be collected at regular intervals for laboratory testing
and geotechnical evaluation. The information obtained would be used to characterize
subsurface soil conditions and support engineering design of the Project.

b. Seven CPTs (C26-01 through C26-07) would be advanced to depths of
approximately 80 to 100 feet to provide continuous subsurface information regarding
soil stratigraphy and engineering properties. CPTs would not generate soil cuttings
and would not involve collecting soil samples.

2. Site Access, Staging, and Restoration

a. All borings and CPTs would be completed using a low-ground-pressure amphibious
drilling platform designed to operate in shallow-water and soft-soil conditions within
Ravenswood Salt Pond SF2. Temporary equipment staging and site access would
occur from an area adjacent to State Route 84 (Bayfront Expressway) and the Bay
Trail.

b. Drill spoils generated during boring activities would be contained in drums,
temporarily stored, tested as necessary, and transported to an approved disposal
facility. Upon completion of drilling activities, all borings would be backfilled with
bentonite grout in accordance with applicable permit requirements, and all
exploration locations would be restored to pre-project conditions.

Borehole and CPT Investigation Locations

The proposed exploration locations were selected to obtain geotechnical information along the
proposed levee alignment within Ravenswood Salt Pond SF2. The investigation would include six
borings and seven CPTs located within Pond Cells 1 and 2 and the outlet canal south of the pond
cells. Exploration activities would occur entirely within managed Pond SF2 on lands managed by
USFWS. Approximate boring locations are described below:

B26-01: North of the northernmost nesting island in Pond Cell 1.
B26-02: Pond Cell 1 immediately west of the existing inlet weir structure.
B26-03: Along the berm separating Pond Cells 1 and 2.

B26-04: Along the berm separating Pond Cells 1 and 2.

B26-05: Along the berm separating Pond Cells 1 and 2.

B26-06: Within the outlet canal south of Pond Cells 1 and 2.
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The project would be conducted outside sensitive bird nesting periods, with on-site biological
monitoring, and with implementation of AMMs measures to protect sensitive biological resources
and water quality. The investigation would result in approximately 0.000036 acre of temporary

impact to Pond SF2, as identified in the SFRWQB NOA.

Equipment and Methods

The geotechnical investigation would be conducted using a Central Mine Equipment 45 drilling rig
mounted on an amphibious drill platform specifically designed to operate in shallow-water and soft-
soil environments such as those present within Ravenswood Salt Pond SF2. The amphibious
platform is a low-ground-pressure track-mounted pontoon vehicle capable of traversing soft pond
sediments and floating in shallow water. The drilling equipment would be delivered to the site on two
standard truck loads and assembled onsite within a temporary staging area adjacent to State Route
84 (Bayfront Expressway) and the Bay Trail. Support equipment would include a support truck, a
truck used for transport of drill spoil containers, and HDR field vehicles.

Access to the Project Area would be provided through an existing gated access point located
southwest of the Dumbarton Bridge Vista Point along State Route 84 (Bayfront Expressway). The
proposed access location is situated immediately north of Pond SF2 Cell 1 and would provide
access to the temporary staging area and exploration locations. An amphibious drilling platform is
required because water depths within Pond SF2 are too great for conventional land-based drilling
equipment but too shallow to accommodate barge-mounted drilling equipment. The low-ground-
pressure amphibious platform is specifically designed to traverse soft sediments and shallow-water
environments while minimizing disturbance to surrounding habitat. Equipment would access boring
and CPT locations using common travel routes to the maximum extent practicable.

Six exploratory soil borings (B26-01 through B26-06) would be drilled using mud rotary drilling
methods to depths of approximately 80 to 100 feet below the marsh surface. The borings would be
approximately six inches in diameter. Soil samples would be collected at intervals of approximately 2
to 5 feet and logged by qualified geotechnical personnel to characterize subsurface conditions and
support engineering design of the Project. The exploration program would provide information
regarding soil stratigraphy, engineering properties, and foundation conditions along the proposed
levee alignment.

Seven CPTs (C26-01 through C26-07) would also be advanced to depths of approximately 80 to 100
feet below ground surface. CPT testing provides continuous subsurface information regarding soil
stratigraphy and engineering characteristics through the advancement of instrumented probes into
the subsurface. CPT investigations would not generate soil cuttings and would not require collection
of soil samples.

Soil cuttings and drilling fluids generated during boring activities would be placed directly into 55-
gallon drums for containment. Up to 51 drums of drill spoils could be generated during the
investigation. The drums would be temporarily stored in a secure staging area, tested as necessary
for contaminants, and transported to an appropriate disposal facility. All construction-related
materials, equipment, containers, and waste would be removed from the site following completion of
the work.

Following completion of the investigation, all borings would be abandoned by backfilling with
bentonite grout in accordance with applicable permit requirements and County of San Mateo
Environmental Health Services standards. CPT locations would be restored following completion of
testing. The geotechnical investigation would occur during daylight hours on weekdays, outside
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sensitive nesting seasons for protected bird species, and under the supervision of qualified biological
monitors implementing approved AMMs. Field activities are anticipated to occur over several days
during 2026 and would not result in permanent facilities or long-term site disturbance.

Permits and Agency Coordination

The geotechnical investigation is being coordinated with multiple resource agencies and property
owners. Project implementation is anticipated to require a County of San Mateo Environmental
Health Services subsurface drilling permit, a Caltrans encroachment permit for temporary staging
and access activities, and a USFWS Special Use Permit because the exploration locations are
situated on lands managed by USFWS. Additional coordination may occur with the San Francisco
Bay Conservation and Development Commission, the City of Menlo Park, Cargill, and other
stakeholders with interests in the Project Area.

The Project has received coverage under Nationwide Permit 6 -Survey Activities and associated
State Water Resources Control Board Section 401 Water Quality Certification coverage. On August
21, 2026, the SFRWQCB issued an NOA for the geotechnical investigation, authorizing temporary
impacts associated with the proposed borings and CPTs within Pond SF2.

Project Schedule

The geotechnical investigation is anticipated to occur during fall 2026, outside the nesting season of
protected bird species and within the approved environmental work window. The final schedule will
be determined through coordination among SFCJPA, HDR Engineering, Inc., Gregg Drilling LLC,
USFWS, and other applicable regulatory agencies and stakeholders.

Field activities would include mobilization and assembly of the amphibious drilling platform,
advancement of six exploratory borings and seven CPTs, management of drill spoils, borehole
abandonment, demobilization, and site restoration. Field activities would occur during daylight
weekday work hours, over several days, and would be conducted under the supervision of qualified
biological monitors.

Environmental Commitments

The Project will be implemented in accordance with the AMMSs, best management practices, and
environmental protection requirements identified in the Geotechnical Investigation Work Plan
Technical Memorandum, the associated Endangered Species Compliance Packages, the
SFRWQCB NOA issued under Nationwide Permit 6 -Survey Activities, and the requirements of
Order No. WQ 2025-0066-DWQ. These measures include biological monitoring, Worker
Environmental Awareness Training , work window restrictions, habitat protection measures, spill
prevention and pollution control procedures, hazardous materials management, water quality
protection measures, proper handling and disposal of drill spoils, restoration of temporary
disturbance areas, and compliance with applicable monitoring and reporting requirements.

Copies of the geotechnical investigation work plan, Nationwide Permit 6 -Survey Activities
authorization documents, and associated Section 401 Water Quality Certification materials are
attached to this Notice of Exemption and incorporated herein by reference. All applicable AMMs,
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BMPs, permit conditions, and environmental commitments identified in those documents shall be

implemented throughout the duration of the geotechnical investigation.

4  CEQA Exemption Determination

Approval of the Project is a discretionary action subject to the requirements of CEQA (Public
Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.). Section 21084 of the Public Resources Code requires that
the CEQA Guidelines identify classes of projects that do not have a significant effect on the
environment and are therefore exempt from CEQA review. These exemptions are referred to as
categorical exemptions.

SFCJPA has determined that the Proposed Project is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to
CEQA Guidelines Section 15306, Class 6 -Information Collection. The Project consists of temporary
geotechnical explorations, including six exploratory soil borings and seven CPTs, conducted to
obtain subsurface geotechnical information in support of engineering design for the Project. The
investigation involves data collection and resource evaluation activities that would not result in a
major disturbance or significant impact to an environmental resource.

Class 6 — Information Collection:

Class 6 consists of basic data collection, research, experimental management, and resource
evaluation activities that do not result in a major disturbance or significant impact to an
environmental resource. These activities may be undertaken solely for information gathering
purposes or as part of studies leading to future actions that have not yet been approved, adopted, or
funded.

The proposed geotechnical investigation qualifies for the Class 6 exemption because:

1. The Project consists of temporary subsurface exploration activities, including six borings and
seven CPTs, intended to collect geotechnical information necessary to support engineering
and restoration design of the Project. No permanent facilities would be constructed as part of
the investigation.

2. Project activities are limited to basic data collection and resource evaluation. All exploration
locations would be restored upon completion, temporary equipment and materials would be
removed from the site, and no long-term operational activities would occur.

3. The geotechnical investigation would result in only temporary disturbance to approximately
0.000036 acre of Pond SF2 and would not result in a major disturbance or significant impact
to biological, hydrological, cultural, visual, or other environmental resources.

The following discussion demonstrates that none of the exceptions identified in CEQA Guidelines
Section 15300.2 would preclude use of the Class 6 categorical exemption for the Proposed Project.

CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 Exceptions:

Section 15300.2 of the CEQA Guidelines identifies circumstances under which categorical
exemptions may not be used. None of these exceptions apply to the Proposed Project, for the
reasons discussed below.
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a. Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is to
be located -- a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a
particularly sensitive environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to
apply in all instances, except where the project may impact on an environmental resource of
hazardous or critical concern where designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted
pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies.

b. Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative
impact of successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant.

c. Significant Effect. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a
reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to
unusual circumstances.

d. Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in
damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock
outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic
highway. This does not apply to improvements which are required as mitigation by an
adopted negative declaration or certified EIR.

e. Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a
site which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government
Code.

f. Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may
cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.

None of these exceptions apply to the Proposed Project, as outlined below:

The Project is located within Ravenswood Salt Pond SF2, a sensitive habitat area managed by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. However, the geotechnical investigation has been specifically
designed, in coordination with USFWS to avoid or minimize impacts to sensitive resources through
implementation of extensive avoidance and minimization measures, biological monitoring, worker
environmental awareness training, spill prevention procedures, limited access routes, restricted work
areas, and restoration requirements. Work would occur outside sensitive breeding periods and
would be conducted in accordance with previously developed endangered species compliance
packages applicable to the Project. The investigation activities are temporary, highly localized, and
subject to extensive environmental protections; therefore, the Project would not result in significant
impacts to environmental resources of hazardous or critical concern. The temporary geotechnical
exploration activities would not significantly disturb habitat, permanently alter wetlands or waters,
remove sensitive vegetation, or reduce the functional value of Pond SF2.

The Proposed Project consists of a short-term geotechnical investigation involving temporary drilling
and CPT activities. The work would not result in permanent habitat loss, long-term operational
impacts, or lasting environmental changes. Because the impacts are temporary, localized, and
restored upon completion, the Project would not make a cumulatively considerable contribution to
significant cumulative environmental effects.

Although the Project occurs within a managed salt pond environment, the proposed activities consist
of standard geotechnical investigation methods routinely employed for engineering studies. The
proposed activities do not involve unusual design features, operational characteristics, or
environmental conditions that would create a reasonable possibility of a significant effect on the
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environment. The Project incorporates biological monitoring, work-window restrictions, habitat
protection measures, spill prevention and pollution control measures, waste management
procedures, and restoration requirements specifically intended to avoid significant environmental
impacts. Accordingly, there is no reasonable possibility that the Project would result in a significant
environmental effect due to unusual circumstances.

The Project Area is not located on a site included on a list compiled pursuant to Government Code
Section 65962.5. In addition, the Project incorporates procedures for containment, testing, and
proper disposal of drill spoils and any potentially contaminated materials encountered during
exploration activities. Therefore, this exception does not apply.

There are no officially designated scenic highways in the vicinity of the Proposed Project. The
Proposed Project would not be located in, or visible from, an officially designated scenic highway or
remove or damage scenic resources within an officially designated scenic highway.

The Project consists solely of limited, temporary geotechnical exploration activities, and no additional
ground disturbance would occur beyond the proposed borings and CPT investigations. In the event
previously unknown archaeological resources, tribal cultural resources, or human remains are
encountered during drilling, work would cease immediately in the vicinity of the discovery and
appropriate resource specialists and regulatory agencies would be contacted. Implementation of the
inadvertent discovery procedures and cultural resource protection measures would prevent
substantial adverse impacts to historical resources.

Conclusion

The Proposed Project consists of temporary information-gathering activities undertaken to support
future engineering and restoration design of the SAFER Bay Project. Activities are limited to six
exploratory soil borings, seven CPTs, temporary equipment staging, biological monitoring, drill spoil
management, and site restoration following completion of the investigation. All borings would be
backfilled with bentonite grout and abandoned in accordance with applicable requirements, CPT
locations would be restored following testing, and no permanent structures or facilities would be
constructed.

Based on the nature and limited scope of the Project, the SFCJPA has determined that the Project
qualifies for a categorical exemption under CEQA Guidelines Section 15306, Class 6 -Information
Collection. Furthermore, none of the exceptions identified in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2
apply. Therefore, the Project is categorically exempt from CEQA.
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Technical Memorandum (Draft)

Date:  Wednesday, April 29, 2026
Project. SFCJPA SAFER Bay Project, Menlo Park, California

To:  Tess Byler & Denean Ni (SFCJPA) for distribution to City of Menlo Park, BCDC,
USFWS, CDFW, PG&E, SFPUC, Caltrans, Menlo Park Fire Protection District, Cargill,
and others, as needed

Copyto  Kenric Jameson (HDR)
From:  Vic Crosariol (HDR)

Subject:  Geotechnical Investigation Work Plan — Salt Pond SF2, San Mateo County, CA

1.0 Introduction

This memorandum presents a work plan for HDR’s proposed geotechnical investigation along a
portion of the San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority (SFCJPA) SAFER Bay Project.
The geotechnical investigation described herein covers the portion of the project within the
Ravenswood Salt Pond SF2 (Pond) just south of CA State Route 84 (SR 84) (see Figure 1).
The purpose of the geotechnical investigation is to obtain information on subsurface conditions
along this segment of the project alignment. The project alignment approximately follows the
alignment of the Bay Trail near the Ravenswood Open Space Preserve before traversing across
the SFPUC property and across Pond SF2 and reconvening with the Bay Trail near the
Dumbarton Approach. From this point, the alignment generally follows along the westbound side
of Bayfront Expressway, encapsulating a PG&E Substation and Meta Headquarters along the
way before terminating along the boundary between Pond R4 and Pond R5 at Bedwell Bay
Front Park. This work plan is for the portion of the project alignment crossing Pond SF2 (about
Station 125+00 to 150+00 in Figure 1).

The purpose of this document is to summarize HDR’s proposed geotechnical work plan,
schedule, permits, trail closures, detours, and other considerations related to the proposed
Pond SF2 geotechnical investigation. This document is intended to assist SFCJPA in
communication and coordination with property owners, project stakeholders, and interested
parties regarding the geotechnical investigation and potential impacts to public use areas (e.g.,
the Bay Trail). Additionally, HDR anticipates that due to the sensitive habitat of Pond SF2, the
geotechnical investigation within Pond SF2 may be subject to greater regulatory oversight than
previous geotechnical investigation performed as part of the overall SAFER Bay Project.
Therefore, this is intended to be a living document that will be updated on a regular basis to
accommodate new information related to working within the sensitive habitat of Pond SF2 as
coordination of the work moves forward. HDR will finalize this document prior to conducting the
geotechnical investigation.

hdrinc.com 2365 Iron Point Road, Suite 300, Folsom, CA 95630-8709
(916) 817-4700
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2.0 Geotechnical Investigation and Schedule

The attached Proposed Geotechnical Exploration plan (Figure 1) shows HDR'’s proposed boring
and cone penetration test (CPT) locations:

e Six borings, designated B26-01 to B26-06, will be drilled to depths of about 80 feet
below the marsh surface using the mud rotary drilling method. Soil samples will be
collected at 2-to-5-foot intervals. All six boreholes will be located in the existing
Ravenswood Salt Pond SR2. One of the boreholes, B25-06, will be located in the Pond
outlet canal south of Pond Cells 1 and 2.

e Seven total CPTs are planned, designated C26-01 to C26-07, and will be advanced to
depths of about 80 feet. All seven CPTs will be located in the existing Ravenswood Salt
Pong SR2. No soil samples will be collected from the CPTs, and no soil cuttings will be
produced.

The Geotechnical Exploration Summary Table (Table 1) below provides a summary table of
HDR’s proposed geotechnical explorations and property ownership information.

Table 1. Geotechnical Exploration Summary Table

Exploration Type Depth Location Description San Mateo County Property
Designation (feet) Assessor’s Parcel Owner
Number (APN)
B26-01 Boring 80 North of the 055-400-620 USFWS

northernmost nesting
island in Pond Cell 1

B26-02 Boring 80 Pond Cell 1 immediately 055-400-620 USFWS
west of the existing inlet
weir structure.

B26-03 Boring 80 Pond Cell 1 along the 055-400-620 USFWS
existing berm separating
Cells 1 and 2.

B26-04 Boring 80 Pond Cell 1 along the 055-400-620 USFWS
existing berm separating
Cells 1 and 2.

B26-05 Boring 80 Pond Cell 1 along the 055-400-620 USFWS
existing berm separating
Cells 1 and 2.

B26-06 Boring 80 In the outlet canal south 055-400-620 USFWS
of Pond Cells 1 and 2.

C26-01 CPT 80 Northwest of the 055-400-620 USFWS
northernmost nesting
island in Pond Cell 1

hdrinc.com 2365 Iron Point Road, Suite 300, Folsom, CA 95630-8709
(916) 817-4700
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Exploration Type Depth Location Description San Mateo County Property
Designation (feet) Assessor’s Parcel Owner
Number (APN)
C26-02 CPT 80 Pond Cell 1 immediately 055-400-620 USFWS

west of the existing inlet
weir structure.

C26-03 CPT 80 Pond Cell 1, west of 055-400-620 USFWS
proposed Boring B26-04.
C26-04 CPT 80 Pond Cell 2 along the 055-400-620 USFWS

existing berm separating
Cells 1 and 2 east of
proposed Boring B26-04.

C26-05 CPT 80 In the outlet canal south 055-400-620 USFWS
of Pond Cells 1 and 2. 2.
C26-06 CPT 80 In the outlet canal south 055-400-620 USFWS
of Pond Cells 1 and 2.
C26-07 CPT 80 Pond Cell 2 east of 055-400-620 USFWS

proposed Boring B26-04.

HDR will retain Gregg Drilling LLC (Gregg) to drill the test borings and advance the CPTs. An
HDR field representative will be onsite with the drilling and CPT crew during field exploration
activities. The field representative will serve as the primary point of contact for field activities.

HDR’s geotechnical investigation will occur outside of the nesting season of protected bird
species and is anticipated to occur in late Summer to early Fall of 2026. A specific schedule for
the geotechnical investigation has not yet been determined. The schedule will be determined in
coordination between HDR, SFCJPA, Gregg, and applicable stakeholders.

3.0 Equipment and Staging

All six boring and seven CPTs will be drilled/advanced using a Central Mine Equipment (CME)
45 drilling rig mounted to an amphibious drill platform (amphibious platform). The amphibious
platform is needed because the SF2 Pond water is too deep for a conventional drill rig and too
shallow for a barge mounted drill rig. The amphibious platform is a low ground pressure [1.75 to
3 pounds per square inch (psi)] track-mounted pontoon vehicle. It is specifically designed to
traverse very soft ground or float in shallow water conditions, consistent with the surface
conditions of Pond SF2.

The amphibious platform will be delivered to the project site on two standard truck loads and will
be assembled on-site with the use of a crane in an area where space permits. In order to
construct the amphibious platform, the work area requires an open space approximately 35-
feet-wide and 150-feet-long. See Figure 1 for the proposed staging area which covers portions
of Caltrans Right-of-Way for SR-84, as well as portions or a property owned by Cargill (APN

hdrinc.com 2365 Iron Point Road, Suite 300, Folsom, CA 95630-8709
(916) 817-4700



SFCJPA | SAFER Bay Project I_)2
Pond SF2 Geotechnical Investigation Work Plan

055-400-640). Site access using the drill rig and proposed staging areas are further discussed
in the Site Access Section.

Other vehicles on site will include support truck to carry equipment and materials for the drilling
and CPTs operations, a lift-gate truck to transport 55-gallon drums to contain drill spoils (see
Section 7.3 discussed below), and an HDR pickup truck.

A staging area for storing equipment and drill spoil drums will be required during the
geotechnical investigation. It is anticipated that the amphibious platform will remain in the area
of Pond SF2 during the duration of the geotechnical investigation. HDR anticipates that
equipment and drums containing drill spoils will be stored at staging area noted above. An
alternative location that could be considered for storing drums is the PG&E substation property
along the north side of SR-84 (see Figure 1).

Appendix A presents specifications and photographs of the amphibious drill platform.

4.0 Site Access

Access to each exploration location will utilize a gated access location off the shoulder of
Bayfront Expressway (SR-84). This area is southwest of the exit ramp to the Dumbarton Bridge
Vista Point and is located between the Bay Trail and pond, providing easy access for trucks
from the expressway exit ramp. In respect to the project site, the proposed access location is
situated immediately north of the north corner of Pond SF2 Cell 1, close to proposed Borings
B26-01 and -02. There is sufficient space adjacent to the trail to stage and construct the
amphibious platform, per work area requirements noted above. Given the staging area needs
the locations of the proposed exploration, HDR judges that this only practical site access
location. The access point include a heavily damaged gate between Caltrans ROW and the
pond, with an opening approximately 6 feet wide near the proposed access location. Because
the rig is approximately 14 feet wide, the existing access gate must be removed for the rig to
access the pond area. Photographs at the location of the damaged access gate is included in
Appendix B.

All planned borehole and CPT locations are anticipated to be in the pond and will require the
use of the amphibious drill platform discussed in Section 3.0. Therefore, pond slope and pond
areas beyond the trail and trail shoulders will be need to be traversed by the amphibious
platform to access all boring locations. In order to limit the amount of disturbance to the
surrounding habitat, efforts will be made to traverse the amphibious platform will traverse to and
from the borehole locations along the same tracks.

The proposed staging area will be used to store work vehicles, equipment, and drill spoil drums
during the investigation program.
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5.0 Trail Closures and Detours

The proposed boreholes are not located along public trails and will not block any trails during
drilling. The Bay Trail immediately adjacent to the proposed staging area will need to be crossed
by vehicles and trucks carrying equipment (e.g., during drill rig mobilization). The work crew will
only cross the trail when there are no trail users (e.g., pedestrians or cyclists) present who could
be impeded. Therefore, partial closures of trails and detours are not anticipated to be required
during the investigation program.

6.0 Permits, Rights-of-Entry, and Permissions

The following is a list of permits, and rights-of-entry, and permissions needed in order to
conduct the geotechnical investigation based on HDR’s current understanding:

1.

A County of San Mateo Environmental Health Services (SMEHS) subsurface drilling
permit will be needed for all exploration locations. HDR will procure an Annual Soil
Boring Permit from SMEHS and will complete a Drilling Notification Form for Annual
Geotechnical Drilling Permit for each parcel of land that explorations will occur.

A Caltrans encroachment permit will be needed in order to stage vehicles and
equipment on Caltrans right of way. HDR will prepare and submit an encroachment
permit application to Caltrans for the staging area.

An access agreement with Cargill may be needed because the proposed staging area
covers portions of a parcel owned by Cargill (APN 055-400-640 on Figure 1).
Additionally, the equipment will need to cross this property to access the site. HDR also
understands that there is a Cargill brine pipeline running through this area. HDR
requests that SFCJPA initiate communication with Cargill regarding this geotechnical
investigation and the potential need for an access agreement.

A U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Special Use Permit (SUP) is needed to
conduct exploratory borings and CPTs located on refuge lands. HDR requests
assistance with obtaining a USFWS SUP for geotechnical investigations in and around
the area of Pond SF2.

The San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC) may
require a plan review of HDR'’s geotechnical investigation plan related to public access
along the Bay Trail. Note that HDR does not plan to block the Bay Trail for extended
periods of time. However, the staging area will be located adjacent to the Bay Trail, as
shown on Figure 1. If needed, HDR anticipates that SFCJPA will submit this work plan
for BCDC'’s review.

Notify the City of Menlo Park of this work. HDR requests that SFCJPA initiate
communication with the City of Menlo Park regarding this geotechnical investigation.

A Nationwide Permit (NWP) from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).
Previously, as part of HDR’s 2024 geotechnical investigation, a Pre-Construction
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