
 

 
 

California Environmental Quality Act: Notice of Exemption 
 

 

To: Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation From: The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

 Electronic Filing  P.O. Box 54153 

   Los Angeles, California 90054-0153 

 

Project Name: Rialto Pipeline Invasive Mussel Control Pilot Study 
 

Project Location - Specific: 6900 Devils Canyon Rd 
 

Project Location - City: San Bernardino Project Location - County: San Bernardino 
 

Description of Project:   
This action authorizes Metropolitan to enter into a funding agreement with the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) to 

charge for costs related to an invasive mussel mitigation pilot treatment at Metropolitan’s Rialto Pipeline via the State Water Project. 

This pilot by DWR is integral to Metropolitan’s overall strategy to manage and control invasive mussel species as they enter the 

Southern California raw water supply system. 
 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: California Department of Water Resources 
 

Exempt Status: (check as applicable) 

 Ministerial (Public Resources Code §21080(b)(1); State CEQA Guidelines  

 Declared Emergency (Public Resources Code §21080(b)(3); State CEQA Guidelines 

 Emergency Project (Public Resources Code §21080(b)(4); State CEQA Guidelines§15269(b) 

 Categorical Exemption, Class 1, State CEQA Guidelines §15301 

 Statutory Exemption (Public Resources Code §21080.56) 

 Other, State CEQA Guidelines §15378(b)(2); §15378(b)(4) 
 

Reasons why project is exempt:

The proposed action of entering into agreements is not defined as a project under CEQA because it involves continuing administrative 

activities, such as general policy and procedure making (Section 15378(b)(2) of the State CEQA Guidelines) and because it involves 

other government fiscal activities which do not involve any commitment to any specific project which may result in a potentially 
significant physical impact on the environment (Section 15378(b)(4) of the State CEQA Guidelines). The proposed action is exempt 

from CEQA as it consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or 

private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or 

former use (Section 15301 of the State CEQA Guidelines). 
 

Lead Agency Contact Person: Daniel Cardoza at (213) 217-5602 
 

Signature:  Date: September 17, 2026 

 Sean Carlson, Team Manager 

 Environmental Planning Section 

 The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
 

Date received for filing:   

 

Docusign Envelope ID: D4FDCC6A-E502-8E05-8288-40A608A60C24
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