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Notice of Exemption

To: From:

Office of Planning and Research Department of Fish and Wildlife CAL|FORN|A
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 1010 Riverside Pkwy DEPARTMENT OF
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 West Sacramento, CA 95605 W?ED&L":E

Project Title: BirdReturns
Project Applicant: California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Project Location: Statewide — County: Butte, Contra Costa, Colusa, Glenn, Fresno, Kern,
Kings, Madera, Merced, Placer, San Joaquin, Sacramento, Solano, Stanislaus, Sutter,
Tehama, Tulare, Yolo, Yuba

Project Description: The BirdReturns program funds several successful and established
habitat incentive programs including the Spring Wetlands, Semi-Permanent and
Permanent Wetlands, Farmlands, Fall Wetlands, Winter Habitat and Tricolored Blackbird
Colony Protection Programs. In partnership with the Migratory Bird Conservation
Partnership, which includes the non-governmental agencies, The Nature Conservancy,
Point Blue Conservation Science, and Audubon California, the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife will oversee the administration of funds and implementation of the
programs. These programs provide high-value habitat for migratory and resident
waterbirds during specific windows of their annual cycle by incentivizing private
landowners (private wetland owners and agricultural producers) to manage water to
meet waterbirds specific needs. Not only do these practices provide waterbird habitat,
but they are also beneficial for landowners and improve California’s climate resiliency
by recharging groundwater, allowing flexibility during drought scenarios, reducing flood
risk, controlling weeds, improving wetland habitat, and improving recreation benefits
for rural communities.

Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Person or Public Agency Carrying out Project: California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Exempt Status:

Categorical Exemption. California Code of Regulations, Title 14, sections
15307, and 15308, Class 7, and 8

Reasons why project is exempt: See attachment.

CDFW Contact Person: Kelsey Navarre, Research and Education Coordinator, Wetland
Conservation Program, 916-617-0265

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870
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