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Habitat Restoration and Enhancement Act–Request for Approval, Request No. 

1652-2026-099-001-R1, Wildcat Creek Reach 4 Restoration Project 

 

Dear Betsy Stapleton: 

 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has reviewed your 

request to approve the Wildcat Creek Reach 4 Restoration Project (Project), 

dated August 17, 2026, pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1652. CDFW 

has determined that your request includes all the information required in section 

1652(b) and the Project meets all of the requirements in section 1652(c). 

Therefore, CDFW hereby approves your Project summarized below. 

Project Location: The Project is located within Wildcat Creek, a tributary to the 

Scott River at the address of 318 Wildcat Rd. in the town of Callahan, Siskiyou 

County, at approximately 41.313154, -122.819730.  

Project Description: The Project’s purpose is to improve in-stream, side channel, 

and floodplain conditions in Wildcat Creek for the benefit of all life stages of 

Coho Salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch), a California threatened species pursuant 

to the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish & G. Code, § 2050 et 

seq.). (See Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 670.5, subd. (b)(2)(D).) and other native 

species. 

The Project will install ten logs with rootwads, six rock wedge structures, and 

excavate two floodplain channel inlets to activate flow in existing low elevation 

channels in Wildcat Creek. The Project will also create a floodplain bench as 

well as excavate an inlet to allow for access a constructed alcove along the 

creek. The Project will also include riparian planting. These activities will improve 

channel complexity as well as create more rearing habitat for salmonids. 
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The Project will commence in September 2026 after receiving this approval and 

is expected to finalize on October 31, 2026, with a total of 15 working days. 

Construction will be completed by November 1, 2026. 

Monitoring and Reporting: You are responsible for meeting the monitoring and 

reporting requirements in section 1652. These include providing CDFW: 1) a 

notice of completion, no later than 30 days after the Project has been 

completed and in the manner prescribed by section 1652(e); and 2) a 

monitoring report that describes whether the Project is meeting each of the 

restoration goals stated in your request for habitat restoration or enhancement 

approval, as prescribed by section 1652(f).  

This approval is in lieu of all CDFW permits and approvals that otherwise would 

be necessary for your Project, as described in your request. Please note that any 

material changes to the approved Project will require a separate approval. You 

are also responsible to obtain any other necessary approvals from local, state, 

or federal agencies.  

 

If you have any questions or require further assistance, please contact Stacey 

Alexander, Environmental Scientist, at (530) 319-1371 or by e-mail at 

Stacey.Alexander@wildlife.ca.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jason Roberts, Regional Manager 

Northern Region 
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Enclosure 

 

ec: Wendy Bogdan  

General Counsel 

 Office of the General Counsel 

 Wendy.Bogdan@wildlife.ca.gov  

 

 Chad Dibble  

Deputy Director 

Wildlife and Fisheries Division 

Chad.Dibble@wildlife.ca.gov 

 

Josh Grover 

Deputy Director 

Ecosystem Conservation Division 

Joshua.Grover@wildlife.ca.gov 

  

 Jason Roberts  

 Regional Manager 

 Northern Region 

 Jason.Roberts@wildlife.ca.gov   

  

Michael Harris  

Klamath Program Manager 

Northern Region 

Michael.R.Harris@wildlife.ca.gov 

 

Adam McKannay 

Inland Habitat Conservation Program Manager 

Northern Region  

Adam.McKannay@wildlife.ca.gov 

 

Andre Aghili 

Senior Environmental Scientist, Supervisor 

Northern Region  

Andre.Aghili@wildlife.ca.gov  

 

Stacey Alexander 

Environmental Scientist 

Northern Region  

Stacey.Alexander@wildlife.ca.gov  
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Lucy Haworth  

Environmental Scientist  

Habitat Conservation Planning Branch 

Lucy.Haworth@wildlife.ca.gov 

 

Jake Shannon  

Senior Environmental Scientist Specialist 

North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 

Jacob.Shannon@waterboards.ca.gov 
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Notice of Exemption                                                                - 1 -_____                                           
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Project Title: Wildcat Creek Reach 4 Restoration Project (Request No. 1652-2026-099-001-R1) 

Project Applicant: Betsy Stapleton, Scott River Watershed Council 

Project Location (include county): The Project is located within Wildcat Creek, a tributary to the Scott River at the 
address of 318 Wildcat Rd. in the town of Callahan, Siskiyou County, at approximately 41.313154, -122.819730.  

Project Description: Pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1652, the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife has approved the Wildcat Creek Reach 4 Restoration Project submitted by Scott River Watershed Council. 

The Project will install ten logs with rootwads, six rock wedge structures, and excavate two floodplain channel inlets 
to activate flow in existing low elevation channels in Wildcat Creek. The Project will also create a floodplain bench 
as well as excavate an inlet to allow for access a constructed alcove along the creek. The Project will also include 
riparian planting. These activities will improve channel complexity as well as create more rearing habitat for 
salmonids.    

Public Agency Approving Project:  California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project: Scott River Watershed Council 

Exempt Status: 

  Categorical Exemption. Type – Class 33 California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15333 

Reasons why project is exempt:  Class 33 consists of small projects not to exceed 5 acres in size to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of habitat for fish, plants, or wildlife. 

CDFW Contact Person: Stacey Alexander, Environmental Scientist, (530) 319-1371 

 

Signature:          Date:     

Jason Roberts, Regional Manager 
Northern Region 
                                                                    
 
Date received for filing at OPR:      
 

To: From:   
Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation Department of Fish and Wildlife 
CEQA Submit Northern Region 
 601 Locust St 
 Redding CA, 96001 
 
Street Address: 

  

1400 10th Street  
Sacramento, CA 95814  
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