
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

Project Description: 

Street Reconstruction Project – Zone G Phases 3 & 4 – This project consists of rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of existing public streets in the northeast portion of Lomita (Zone G), and portions of 
Doria Avenue, 254th Street, and 255th Street. The streets were identified in the City’s 2024 
Pavement Management Program Update based on existing pavement conditions. Depending on the 
existing pavement condition, rehabilitation will range from asphalt overlay to full-depth 
reconstruction of the existing roadway use and function. The project will retain the existing roadway 
use and function. 

The project also includes repair or replacement of existing sidewalks, driveway aprons, cross 
gutters, curbs and gutters, and restriping of existing roadways to provide bicycle lanes. These 
improvements are intended to address existing pavement and infrastructure conditions and improve 
accessibility, multimodal circulation, and traffic safety. Additionally, the project includes an 
intersection redesign and installation of curb extensions and ADA curb ramps. The project will not 
construct additional automobile travel lanes, materially widen the existing roadway system, extend 
streets into undeveloped areas, or increase the vehicular capacity of the roadway network. 

The project further includes installation of a fire hydrant and associated lateral within the existing 
public right-of-way. The hydrant will connect to the existing water distribution system and is a minor 
utility and public safety improvement intended to improve fire protection for the existing developed 
neighborhood. It will not extend service into unserved areas, expand the geographic service area of 
the existing water system, or provide infrastructure necessary to accommodate new development. 

Finding: 
The City Council of the City of Lomita has reviewed the above-proposed project and finds it to be 
exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

Ministerial Project 
Existing Facilities, Categorical Exemption (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15301 Class 1) 
Replacement or Reconstruction, Categorical Exemption (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15302 
Class 2) 
New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures, Categorical Exemption (CEQA 
Guidelines, Section 15303 Class 3) 
Minor Alterations to Land, Categorical Exemption (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15304 Class 4) 
Statutory Exemption 
Emergency Project 
Quick Disapproval (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15270) 
No Possibility of Significant Effect [CEQA Guidelines, Section 15061(b)(3)] 
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Supporting Reasons  
 
Class 1 – Existing Facilities (CEQA Guidelines Section 15301) 
 
The project qualifies for a Class 1 exemption because it consists primarily of repair, maintenance, 
and minor alteration of existing public streets, sidewalks, gutters, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, 
and associated facilities, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. Section 
15301(c) specifically encompasses existing highways and streets, sidewalks, gutters, bicycle and 
pedestrian trails, and similar facilities, including alterations such as bicycle lanes, pedestrian 
crossings, and other similar alterations that do not create additional automobile lanes. The roadway 
rehabilitation, sidewalk and drainage repair, curb extensions, ADA-compliant curb ramps, traffic 
control modifications, and bicycle lane striping will occur within the existing developed roadway 
system and public right-of-way. The improvements will maintain the existing transportation function 
of the roadway system, will not create additional automobile lanes, and will result in negligible or no 
expansion of existing or former use. 
 
Class 2 – Replacement or Reconstruction (CEQA Guidelines Section 15302) 
 
The replacement and reconstruction components of the project also qualify for a Class 2 categorical 
exemption. Section 15302 applies to the replacement or reconstruction of existing structures and 
facilities where the new structure or facility will be located on the same site as the structure or 
facility replaced and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity. The full-depth street 
reconstruction and replacement of deteriorated sidewalks, driveway aprons, cross gutters, curbs, 
gutters, and related facilities will occur substantially within the same locations as the facilities being 
replaced and will serve substantially the same purposes and capacities. These improvements 
replace or reconstruct existing public infrastructure to current standards without materially 
expanding capacity or use of the existing roadway system. 
 
Class 3 – New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures (CEQA Guidelines Section 
15303) 
 
The installation of the new fire hydrant and associated lateral as well as curb extensions and ADA 
curb ramps independently qualifies for the Class 3 categorical exemption as the construction and 
location of limited new, small facilities. The hydrant and lateral constitute a discrete, small-scale 
addition to the existing water distribution system within an existing developed public right-of-way. 
The facilities will serve the existing neighborhood and improve existing fire protection service and 
will not extend utility service to undeveloped property, expand the water system’s geographic 
service area, or facilitate new development. Similarly, the installation of curb extensions and ADA 
ramps would improve vehicle and pedestrian interactions and would not extend to undeveloped 
property or facilitate new development.  The limited scale and existing service function of these 
improvements are consistent with the types of facilities contemplated by Section 15303. 
 
Class 4 – Minor Alterations to Land (CEQA Guidelines Section 15304) 
 
Applicable portions of the project also qualify for a Class 4 categorical exemption because they 
involve minor alterations to existing public rights-of-way and developed land. In particular, Section 
15304(h) expressly encompasses the creation of bicycle lanes on existing rights-of-way. The 
project’s bicycle lanes will be established through revised striping and related minor roadway 
improvements within existing public rights-of-way. To the extent the project requires minor trenching 



 

and backfilling for the hydrant lateral or other improvements, the affected surfaces will be restored 
following construction. 
 
 
Exceptions to the Categorical Exemptions (CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2) 
 
None of the exceptions set forth in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 preclude the use of the 
foregoing categorical exemptions. The project consists of rehabilitation, construction, and minor 
modification of existing infrastructure within an urbanized and developed public right-of-way. The 
project will not expand the existing street network into undeveloped areas, add automobile travel 
lanes, extend utility service to accommodate new development, or otherwise materially intensify the 
existing use of the project area. The improvements are intended to address existing pavement 
conditions and improve accessibility, circulation, traffic safety, bicycle facilities, drainage, and fire 
protection for the existing developed area.  
 
There are no unusual circumstances associated with the project that would give rise to a reasonable 
possibility of a significant environmental effect. The proposed curb extensions, ADA curb ramps, 
traffic control modifications, bicycle lanes, and fire hydrant improvements are limited in scope, will 
occur within existing developed public rights-of-way, and are consistent with existing transportation, 
utility, and public safety uses of the project area.  The project will not result in significant cumulative 
impacts from successive projects of the same type in the same place over time. In addition, the 
project will not result in damage to scenic resources within an officially designated state scenic 
highway, is not located on a site included on a list compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 
65962.5, and will not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of any historical 
resources. Accordingly, none of the exceptions in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply to 
preclude reliance on the applicable categorical exemptions. 
 
 
Date      Deanna Fraley, P.E., Public Works Director 

9/16/2026
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