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LSA is pleased to submit this memorand 1 
the proposed Reservoir 5A1  Project in the City of Dana Point, California  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The South Coast Water District (District) is proposing the Reservoir 5A1  Project 
(proposed project), which consists of rehabilitate a 
potable water storage tank (Reservoir 5A1) in the City of Dana Point (City). As shown on Figure 1, 

 (provided in  the project site (Reservoir 5A1) is located in the 
city, west of Sea Canyon Park, north of Monarch Beach Park, and south 

and east of single-family The project site is accessed via Sain  Road 
in the gated Monarch Beach community.    

Land uses in the vicinity of the project site primarily include uses. The 
project site is zoned as ) in the City’s Zoning Code and is designated as 
Community Facility (CF) in the City’s General Plan. Surrounding areas are designated as 

-7  (RES 3.5-7) -14  (RES 
7-14) in the City’s General Plan and are zoned 
Family 12  (RSF 12), and  (RSF 7) in the City’s Zoning Code.
The project site is not located within the California Coastal Zone.

The proposed project includes 
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exterior ladder and cage, roof access hatch, valves and piping in the valve pit, and 
appurtenances; 

  

 

tap; 

 -  

  

 
manways; and  

  

The proposed project would require minor excavation that would not exceed 5 feet in depth for the 
proposed piping improvements adjacent to the reservoir. Excavation and land disturbance activities 
would occur within land that was previously disturbed to construct the existing reservoir and 
associated infrastructure. The proposed project would not disturb or modify any roadways. The 
purpose of the proposed project is to resolve existing safety and reliability issues. Implementation of 
the proposed project would not necessitate future construction of additional utility infrastructure. 
Therefore, the proposed project would not expand the use of the District’s utility infrastructure.  

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT, SECTION 15301, CLASS 1 EXISTING 
FACILITIES EXEMPTION 
Article 19 of the State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines includes, as required 
by Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21084, a list of classes of projects that have been 
determined not to have a significant effect on the environment and, as a result, are exempt from 
review under CEQA. This document has been prepared to serve as the basis for compliance with 
CEQA as it pertains to the proposed project, and to demonstrate that the project would be exempt 
from environmental review pursuant to Section 15301(b) of the CEQA Guidelines (Class 1, Existing 
Facilities), consistent with the provisions of State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15301 and 15300.2. 
Specifically, the information provided herein shows the following: 

a. The project qualifies for an exemption under State CEQA Guidelines Sections 
15301 (i.e., Class 1) and, as a result, would not have a significant effect on the 
environment. 

b. The analysis shows there are no exceptions to qualifying for the exemption, as 
identified in State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2. 
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Under State CEQA Guidelines 1, a Class 1 
of the 

ency’  The proposed project would closely align with State CEQA 
Guidelines (b) and (d): 

( ) E is n  facili es of ot  investor and u licly-o ned u li es used to rovide 
electric o er  natural as  se era e  or ot er u lic u lity services. 

(d) estora on or re a ilita on of deteriorated or dama ed structures  facili es  or 
mec anical e ui ment to meet current standards of u lic ealt  and safety  unless 
it is determined t at t e dama e as su stan al and resulted from an 
environmental a ard suc  as eart ua e  landslide  or ood. 

The proposed project includes water storage reservoir to resolve 
. 

 with no expansion of use proposed project 
would be of the project site. The proposed project would be 

 
components of the reservoir 
reservoir  reservoir. E and 

not exceed 5 feet in depth and would occur within land that was 
. C

, 
located on currently developed areas. Therefore, the proposed project would not involve any 

 

State CEQA Guidelines 
15301 (i.e., Class 1  

Categorical 
CE), as  State CEQA Guidelines  

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT CATEGORICAL EXEMPTIONS – 
EXCEPTIONS 

State CEQA Guidelines 1 (Class 1) for the 

are present. The following analysis compares the criteria of State CEQA Guidelines 
 As described in the analysis below, LSA has determined that 

 

(a) 
– 
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The proposed p
ere applicable to a 

Class 1 p  

project site is located within a developed area within Dana 
Point, which itself is in an urbanized area of Orange County. There are no habitable structures or 

 present on the project site. No special-status species are expected to occur on the 
p there is no suitable habitat. The proposed project 
would not involve the removal of any trees  on the project site or in the nearby 
vicinity The project site is not included on any list 
of hazardous materials sites ,1 including 
the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) EnviroStor,2 the State Water Resources 
Control Board (SWRCB) GeoTracker,3 

unit,4 and the list of site cleanup program sites on the Cortese List from the Water Boards.5 
Therefore, the proposed project would not result in any impacts to an environmental resource of 

State CEQA Guidelines 
15300.2(a) does not apply to the proposed project. 

 
 

The proposed project includes water storage reservoir to 
. 

reservoir and its immediately adjacent disturbed areas. Future c
infrastructure would not be necessary as a result of project. 

 
1  

.  (accessed August 20, 2026). 
2  Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). 2026. Envirostor. Website: 

 (accessed August 20, 2026). 
3  State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB). 2026a. Geotrac er. Website: 

 (accessed August 20, 2026). 
4  SWRCB. 2026b. Sites den ed it  aste Cons tuents A ove a ardous ate evels utside t e aste 

ana ement nit. Website: - -Solid-Waste-
 (accessed August 20, 2026). 

5  SWRCB. 2026c.  Cortese ist – Site Cleanu  ro ram. Website: -
 (accessed August 20, 2026). 
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The proposed p
permanent or long-
take of special-
noise emissions, would occur as part of the proposed project. The proposed project would also 
not result in any long-term or growth-inducing impacts. Furthermore, there are no current or 
reasonably foreseeable projects that are proposed in the project area; therefore, there are no 
project impacts that 

 

State CEQA Guidelines 
does not apply to the proposed project. 

(c) 

 

The proposed project includes  water storage reservoir to 
. The scope of work would be limited to the 

boundaries of the project site. The proposed project is consistent with the ordinary maintenance 
and . Furthermore, no unusual circumstances have been 

E and not exceed 5 feet in depth and would occur 

infrastructure. No amendments to an adopted planning document would be required for 
proposed project. Given the urban and developed nature of the project 

site and the surrounding area, there is no evidence to indicate that the proposed project would 
 Therefore, the 

State CEQA Guidelines 
project. 

 

. 

The proposed project includes water storage reservoir to 
. The proposed site is not located on or along an 

State scenic highway. The proposed project is approximately 1.75 miles 
southeast and northwest that are listed as eligible as a 
State scenic highway. , the project site 
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of Interstate 5 that is listed as eligible as a State scenic highway.6 The project site would not be 
visible to travelers on  or Interstate 5. Therefore, the proposed project 
would not result in damage to  within an State 
scenic highway. Therefore State CEQA Guidelines 
not apply to the proposed project. 

(e) 
a 

 

As discussed above, the project site is not included on any list of hazardous materials sites 
,7 including the DTSC EnviroStor,8 the 

SWRCB GeoTracker,9 
,10 and the 

list of site cleanup program sites on the Cortese List from the Water Boards.11 Therefore, no 

State CEQA Guidelines 
to the proposed project.  

 
 

The proposed project includes water storage reservoir to 
. The project site is fully developed and has 

The areas immediately surrounding 
the project site are also primarily developed. E and  
not exceed 5 feet in depth and would occur within land that was previously disturbed to 

. Therefore, the proposed project 

 
6  California State Scenic i ay System a . 

Website: 
57116f1aac

aa (accessed September 1, 2026). 
7  6. Cortese List Data Resources. Website: 

 (accessed August 20, 2026). 
8  DTSC. 2026. Envirostor. Website:  

 (accessed August 20, 2026). 
9  SWRCB. 2026a. Geotrac er. Website: 

 (accessed August 20, 2026). 
10  SWRCB. 2026b. Sites den ed it  aste Cons tuents A ove a ardous ate evels utside t e aste 

ana ement nit. Website: - -Solid-Waste-
 (accessed August 20, 2026). 

11  SWRCB. 2026c.  Cortese ist – Site Cleanu  ro ram. Website: -
 (accessed August 20, 2026). 
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ource and 
State CEQA Guidelines  

CONCLUSION 
In summary, the proposed project would 
a Categorical State CEQA Guidelines 1. N

or unusual circumstances would occur that may reasonably create an 
environmental impact. The project site does not have value as habitat for endangered, rare, or 
threatened species. The proposed project would not result in damage to a scenic resource within a 
highway designated as a State Scenic Highway. Further, the project site is not on any list compiled 

Therefore, the 
proposed p State CEQA Guidelines 

 

s: A: Figure 1  
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FIGURE 1
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SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau (2026), Google Maps (2026) 
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FIGURE 1 

Reservoir 5Al Rehabilitation Project 

Project Location 
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