
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

Project Description: 

Zone G Water Main Replacement Project – This project consists of the replacement and 
modernization of existing water distribution facilities along Walnut Street, Ebony Lane, and 247th 
Place. These improvements are intended to improve the reliability and operational performance of 
the existing water distribution system, including water flow, pressure, and fire protection. This 
project will replace approximately 4,500 linear feet of existing 4-inch and 6-inch water mains with 8-
inch PVC water mains and will include associated gate valves, fittings, water services, fire hydrant 
assemblies and related appurtenant improvements as well as add one new fire hydrant assembly 
and associated service lateral. The replacement facilities and new fire hydrant will be installed within 
the existing roadway and utility corridors and will continue to serve the same existing service area 
and substantially the same utility function as the facilities being replaced. 

Finding: 
The City Council of the City of Lomita has reviewed the above proposed project and finds it to be 
exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

Ministerial Project 
Statutory Exemption (Public Resources Code, Section 21080.21) 
Replacement or Reconstruction, Categorical Exemption (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15302 
Class 2) 
New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures, Categorical Exemption (CEQA 
Guidelines, Section 15303 Class 3) 
Emergency Project 
Quick Disapproval [CEQA Guidelines, Section 15270] 
No Possibility of Significant Effect [CEQA Guidelines, Section 15061(b)(3)] 

Supporting Reasons 

Public Resources Code Section 21080.21 

The project qualifies for the statutory exemption from CEQA set forth in Public Resources Code 
Section 21080.21. The project consists of the replacement and installation of approximately 4,500 
linear feet (approximately 0.85 miles) of underground water mains and associated subsurface 
pipeline facilities within existing public streets and/or other public rights-of-way. The pipeline 
improvements will replace and modernize the existing water distribution system along Walnut 
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Street, Ebony Lane, and 247th Place and will include underground water mains, valves, fittings, and 
service connections, and other subsurface facilities that are integral to the pipeline system. 
 
Public Resources Code Section 21080.21 provides that CEQA does not apply to a project of less 
than one mile in length located within a public street or highway or other public right-of-way for the 
installation of a new pipeline or the maintenance, repair, restoration, reconditioning, relocation, 
replacement, removal, or demolition of an existing pipeline. For purposes of Section 21080.21, a 
“pipeline” includes subsurface facilities but excludes surface facilities related to operation of the 
underground facility. The approximately 4,500 linear foot pipeline project is less than one mile in 
length, and all pipeline construction and associated subsurface facilities will be located within 
existing public streets and/or other public rights-of-way. Accordingly, the underground water main 
replacement and associated subsurface improvements satisfy the requirements of Public 
Resources Code Section 21080.21 and are statutorily exempt from CEQA. 
 
To the extent the project includes above ground or surface facilities, including new fire hydrants, the 
City does not rely on Public Resources Code Section 21080.21 to exempt those facilities. Rather, 
any such surface facilities are separately evaluated under applicable categorical exemptions. The 
separate consideration of such surface facilities does not alter the applicability of Section 21080.21 
to the qualifying underground pipeline improvement. (Surfrider Found. v. California Coastal Comm’n 
(1994) 26 Cal.App.4th 151 (upholding an agency’s reliance on a statutory exemption for certain 
components of a project and a categorical exemption for other components)). 
 
 
Class 2 – Replacement or Reconstruction (CEQA Guidelines Section 15302) 
 
The project qualifies for a Class 2 Categorical Exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15302(c) (Replacement or Reconstruction), which applies to the replacement or reconstruction of 
existing utility systems and facilities involving negligible or no expansion of capacity. The project 
replaces existing water distribution infrastructure in substantially the same locations and for 
substantially the same purpose. Although portions of the replacement system will utilize larger 
diameter pipe, the increase in pipe diameter is a limited engineering modification necessary to 
address existing hydraulic and operational conditions, including inadequate flow and pressure, 
system reliability, and existing fire flow requirements. The increased pipe diameter is not intended to 
extend water service to new areas, create new service connections for future development, or 
otherwise expand the geographic area served by the existing water system.  
 
The replacement facilities will continue to function as components of the existing Lomita water 
distribution system and will serve the existing development. Any increase in hydraulic capacity 
resulting from the replacement of existing mains is incidental to the project’s purpose of correcting 
existing system deficiencies and improving reliability and performance of the existing distribution 
network. The project therefore will not materially change the nature or degree of use of the existing 
water facilities and will result in, at most, a negligible expansion of capacity within the meaning of 
the CEQA Guidelines Section 15302(c). 
 
The associated gate valves, fittings, water services, fire hydrant assemblies, and appurtenant 
improvements are integral components of the replacement water distribution system and are 
necessary for safe and effective operation. To the extent existing hydrants, valves, services, or 
other appurtenances are replaced, those improvements will perform substantially the same 
functions as the existing facilities. Any additional fire hydrant assemblies are intended to improve 
fire flow distribution in compliance with applicable fire protection standards within the existing 
developed service area and are not intended to facilitate or serve new development. Accordingly, 
the project falls within the Class 2 categorical exemption. To the extent the project includes 



replacement of existing fire hydrants and appurtenant improvements, those improvements qualify 
for the Class 2 categorical exemption under CEQA Guidelines Section 15302(c) as replacement or 
reconstruction of existing utility facilities in substantially the same location and with substantially the 
same purpose and capacity.  
 
 
Class 3 – New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures (CEQA Guidelines Section 
15303) 
 
To the extent the project includes installation of new fire hydrant assemblies, associated laterals, 
and appurtenant improvements, those improvements qualify for the Class 3 categorical exemption 
under CEQA Guidelines Section 15303 as construction and location of limited numbers of new, 
small utility facilities. 
 
The new hydrant facilities constitute discrete, small-scale additions to the existing water distribution 
system, will be located within existing developed service area and public right-of-way, and will 
connect to the existing water distribution system. The improvements are intended to improve fire 
protection for existing development and will not extend water service to undeveloped areas, expand 
the geographic service area of the water system, create infrastructure to serve new development, or 
otherwise facilitate or induce growth. The limited scale, location, and existing service function of 
these improvements are consistent with the types of small facilities contemplated by Section 15303. 
 
 
Exceptions to the Categorical Exemptions (CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2) 
 
None of the exceptions set forth in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 preclude application of the 
categorical exemptions to the project. The project consists of the replacement and modernization of 
the existing water distribution system within existing developed public rights-of-way and the existing 
water service area. The project will not extend water service into undeveloped areas, expand the 
geographic service area of the water system, create new service connections to accommodate 
future development, or otherwise facilitate or induce growth.  
 
There are no unusual circumstances associated with the project that would create a reasonable 
possibility of a significant environmental effect. Although portions of the replacement water mains 
will have increased pipe diameters, the larger pipes are intended to address existing hydraulic, 
water pressure, system reliability, and fire flow requirements within the existing developed service 
area. The improvements will not materially alter the nature or degree of use of the existing water 
distribution system. Similarly, any new fire hydrant assemblies and associated appurtenant 
improvements are limited, small-scale utility and public safety improvements intended to improve 
fire protection for existing development and will not extend or expand water service to 
accommodate new development.  
 
The project will not result in significant cumulative impacts from successive projects of the same 
type in the same place. The project constitutes a discrete and independently functional 
infrastructure improvement addressing the identified deficiencies in the existing Lomita water 
distribution system and is not dependent upon, or a prerequisite to, any planned expansion of the 
water system or development project. Other reasonably foreseeable infrastructure projects have not 
been excluded from the project for purposes of avoiding consideration of their environmental 
effects. 
 
The project will not result in damage to scenic resources, including trees, historic buildings, rock 
outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic highway. 



The project is not located on a site included on a list compiled pursuant to Government Code 
Section 65962.5. The project will also not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of 
a historical resource. Accordingly, none of the exceptions identified in CEQA Guidelines Section 
15300.2 apply to preclude reliance on the applicable categorical exemptions. 
 
 
Date      Deanna Fraley, P.E., Public Works Director 
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