of minor trenching and backfilling where disturbed surfaces will be restored. No new well drilling is proposed. The County
has determined the project categorically exempt from CEQA and finds that none of the exceptions in CEQA Guidelines
Section 15300.2 apply.

Environmental Assessment Officer: Reed Schenke, P.E., RMA Director/EAQO

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: County of Tulare

Project Representative: Denise England, Grants and Resource Manager Telephone: 559-624-7000

Lead Agency Representative:
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Signature: -~ &’7& Date: P Title:  Chief Planner,

Gary A. Mills Environmental Planning Division
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Signature: Date: Title:  Associate RMA Director, Designee
Michael G. Washam, A.C.E.

Signed by Lead Agency Date submitted to LCI:




Fee Exempt per Government Code Section 6103 NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

To: Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 FILED
Sacramento, CA 95814 TULARE COUNTY
X Tulare County Clerk
Room 105, Courthouse SEP 16 2026

221 South Mooney Blvd.

Visalia, CA 93291 ASSESSOR / CLERK-RECORDER

BY;
DATE RECEIVED FOR FILING AT TULARE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE

Lead Agency: County of Tulare c/o Resource Management Agency
5961 S. Mooney Blvd.
Visalia, CA 93277 (559) 624-7000
Attn: CEQA@tularecounty.ca.gov

Applicant(s): Tipton Community Services District
263 S. Graham Rd. (559) 752-4182
Tipton, CA 93272

Project Title: Tipton Community Services District Well No. 6 Equipping and Distribution System Connection Project

Project Location - Specific: The proposed Project is located northwest of the intersection of Graham Road and Jayne Avenue, in
the unincorporated community of Tipton, California. (APN 230-160-069)

Project Location- Section, Township, Range: Section 31, Township 21S, Range 25E
Project Location - City: Unincorporated Community of Tipton Project Location - County: Tulare

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: The proposed Project consists of equipping a previously drilled well with
a pump and associated appurtenances and connecting the well to the Tipton Community Services District's existing water distribution
system. Work will include installation of a 75-horsepower well pump equipped with a variable-frequency drive (VFD) and related
appurtenances, construction of approximately 30 feet of piping to connect the well to the existing distribution system, and minor
trenching and backfilling as necessary. Construction is expected to take approximately 20 working days. Once completed, the
previously drilled well will be available to supply water through the District's existing municipal water system. The Project would
improve the reliability and redundancy of the District’s existing water system and would not expand the District’s service area or
provide water for a specific development project.

No new well drilling is proposed. The Project would occur at the site of an existing, previously drilled municipal well and would involve
a limited area of temporary ground disturbance. Disturbed surfaces would be restored following installation. The Project would not
affect a designated sensitive environmental resource, scenic highway, hazardous-waste site identified pursuant to Government Code
section 65962.5, or historical resource. There are no unusual circumstances associated with the project that would create a reasonable
possibility of a significant environmental effect, and the project would not contribute to a significant cumulative impact from
successive projects of the same type in the same place. Therefore, none of the exceptions in CEQA Guidelines section 15300.2 applies.

Exempt Status:
Categorical Exemption: CEQA Guidelines Class 3, Section 15303(d), New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures; and
Class 4, Section 15304(f), Minor Alterations to Land.

Reasons why project is exempt: CEQA Guidelines Section 15303 (Class 3) applies to the construction and location of limited
numbers of new, small facilities or structures and the installation of small new equipment and facilities in small structures;
subsection (d) includes water mains and other utility extensions of reasonable length. The Project will equip an already-
drilled well with a pump and associated appurtenances and connect the well to the District's existing water distribution
system. To the extent the connection requires trenching, Section 15304(f) (Class 4) also applies because the work consists



