
State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife 

2026 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT 
DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/26) Previously DFG 753.5a 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 
LEAD AGENCY LEADAGENCY EMAIL 
CITY OF PETALUMA PUBLIC WORKS DEPT 

COUNTY /STATE AGENCY OF FILING 

SONOMA 

PROJECT TITLE 

RECEIPT NUMBER: 
49-09152026-318 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If applicable) 

DATE 

09/15/2026 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 

26-0915-06 

LYNCH CREEK TRAIL/ CROSSTOWN CONNECTOR PROJECT (C14502114) 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER 

(707) 780-7034 CITY OF PETALUMA PUBLIC WORKS DEPT. 

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 

PO BOX 61 

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropr,ate box) 

[XI Local Public Agency D School District 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 
D Envirormental Impact Report (EIR) 

D Mitigated/Negative Declaratim (MND)(ND) 

CITY 

PETALUMA 

D Other Special District 

0 Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document- payment due directly to CDFW 

!XI Exempt from fee 

Ix] Notice of Exemption (attach) 

D CDFW No Effect Determination (attach) 

D Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy) 

D Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) 

IXI County documentary handling fee 

D Other 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

STATE 

CA 
ZIP CODE 

94953 

D State Agency 0 Plivate Entity 

$ __________ _ 

$ __________ _ 
$4,227.50 

$3,043.75 

$1 ,437.25 
$ __________ _ 

$850.00 $ 

$ 

$ 

$50.00 

D Cash D Credit 0 Check IX] Other TOTAL RECEIVED $ $50.00 

SIGNATURE GENCV OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

Mary Damon, Deputy County Clerk-Recorder 

0FW 753.Sa (Rev. 01012026) 



 

Pursuant to Section 711.4(d)(2) of the Fish and Game Code, statutory and categorical exemptions are exempt from Department of Fish 

and Wildlife filing fees. 

 

RETURN TO: 
 

City of Petaluma 
Public Works Department 
P.O. Box 61 
Petaluma, CA  94953 

 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 
TO: Sonoma County Clerk 

585 Fiscal Drive, Room 103 
Santa Rosa, CA  95403 

Project Title:   Lynch Creek Trail / Crosstown Connector Project (C14502114)  
 
Project Applicant:   City of Petaluma, Public Works Department 

Paige Bullock, Project Manager 
pbullock@cityofpetaluma.org (707) 780-7034 
1318 Redwood Way, Suite 120, Petaluma, CA 94954 

 

Project Location:  Lynch Creek Trail: North McDowell Boulevard to Edith Street,  

Petaluma, Sonoma County, CA. 
             

Project Description:  The project consists of improvements and maintenance to approximately 4,600 linear feet 

of the existing Lynch Creek Trail, a Class I multi-use path located within the City of Petaluma. Maintenance 

activities include replacement of approximately 1,800 linear feet of the existing paved trail between North 

McDowell Boulevard and the Lynch Creek footbridge, near the confluence of Lynch Creek and the Petaluma 

River. Within this segment, the existing asphalt pathway will be removed and replaced with an approximately 10-

foot-wide concrete multi-use path. The existing concrete trail segment beneath U.S. Highway 101 will remain in 

place and is excluded from the project scope. Additional improvements include construction of an approximately 

10-foot-wide concrete multi-use path along approximately 1,300 linear feet of an existing unpaved trail segment 

between Edith Street and Payran Street. An Americans with Disabilities Act-compliant ramp connection and 

related trail access improvements will also be constructed at an existing trail entrance at Payran Street. Pedestrian-

scale lighting and associated electrical infrastructure will be installed along portions of the trail alignment. The 

lighting improvements will include underground conduit and wiring, light-pole foundations, light poles, and 

associated electrical equipment. For existing paved sections of the pathway, the lighting and associated electrical 

infrastructure will be installed adjacent to the pathway; within newly paved sections, the infrastructure will be 

installed beneath the pathway. Lighting will be appropriately shielded and directed toward the pathway to prevent 

light spill into adjacent riparian areas.  

 

Excavation associated with the trail, access, and electrical improvements is anticipated to extend approximately 

18 to 48 inches below existing grade. Other project components will include fencing, signage, pavement 

markings, trail furnishings, minor drainage modifications, and related appurtenant improvements necessary to 

support the accessibility, safety, and continued operation of the trail. Construction activities, staging, and access 

will occur within existing City of Petaluma rights-of-way and within existing or proposed easement areas 

associated with Sonoma Water and the Madison Village Homeowners Association.  

 

Construction is anticipated to occur in Spring 2027 over approximately 80 working days. Equipment is expected 

to include excavators, skid steers, loaders, compactors, dump trucks, concrete trucks and pumps, and other 

standard light-duty construction equipment. Due to weight and height restrictions that limit construction access 

along portions of the trail, a boom pump will likely be used to place concrete in an otherwise inaccessible trail 



 

Pursuant to Section 711.4(d)(2) of the Fish and Game Code, statutory and categorical exemptions are exempt from Department of Fish 

and Wildlife filing fees. 

 

segment. The pump and concrete trucks will access the area from Burlington Drive using the existing dirt path 

leading to the pedestrian bridge. From this location, the pump boom will extend over Lynch Creek to place 

concrete for the new pathway on the opposite side. The boom pump and associated equipment will remain outside 

the creek, and no equipment or materials will be placed within the creek channel. 

 

Construction within accessible portions of the project area will remain within or immediately adjacent to the 

existing trail. The inaccessible trail segment will be accessed from Burlington Drive via the existing dirt path on 

the opposite side of Lynch Creek between the 101 overpass and the pedestrian bridge. Ground-disturbing work 

will remain outside the top of bank of Lynch Creek and the Petaluma River. An arborist will be present during 

construction near existing trees to monitor the work and ensure that appropriate tree-protection measures are 

followed. 

 

Applicable erosion-, sediment-, and spill-control best management practices will be implemented throughout 

construction, with additional rainy-season controls used as necessary. Measures will include perimeter sediment 

controls, protection of nearby drainage inlets, stabilized access and staging areas, proper management of concrete 

washout, and measures to prevent construction materials, debris, or runoff from entering Lynch Creek or the 

Petaluma River. Equipment fueling, maintenance, material storage, and concrete washout will occur only in 

designated areas away from waterways and drainage inlets.  

 
EXEMPT STATUS:  
Statutory Exemptions      Categorical Exemptions 
{Article 18:Section 21080; 15260}    {Article 19:Section 21084; 15300} 
[ ]  Ministerial {Sec.15268}     [X]  Existing Facilities {Sec.15301(c)} 
[ ]  Feasibility/Planning Study {Sec.15262}   [X]  Replacement or Reconstruction {Sec.15302} 
[ ]  Emergency Project {Sec.15269}    [ ]  Small Structures {Sec.15303} 
[ ] General Rule {Sec.15061(b)(3)}    [ ]  Minor Alterations {Sec.15304} 
 

Reasons why project is exempt: The project consists of maintenance, repair, and improvements to portions of 

the existing Lynch Creek multi-use trail, which also provides access to Lynch Creek for City personnel carrying 

out maintenance activities associated with flood control facilities. Improvements will occur within or immediately 

adjacent to the existing trail alignment and outside the top of bank of the Petaluma River. The project will result 

in negligible or no expansion of use beyond existing conditions, and there are no cumulative impacts, unusual 

circumstances, or other factors that would make the exemptions inapplicable. Therefore, the project is 

categorically exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301(c), which applies to the repair, maintenance, 

and minor alteration of existing bicycle and pedestrian trails and similar facilities, and Section 15302(c), which 

applies to the replacement or reconstruction of an existing public facility in substantially the same location and 

for the same purpose. 
 

Lead Agency:  City of Petaluma Public Works, 1318 Redwood Way, Suite 120, Petaluma, CA  94953 
 
Department/Contact Person:  Paige Bullock, Project Manager Phone  (707) 780-7034  

 
 
  
Paige Bullock: Project Manager, Public Works Date 9/15/2026   

9/15/2026
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