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California Fish and Game Commission 

Summary 

SCH Number  

TBD 
Lead Agency  

California Fish and Game Commission 

Document Title  
Harpoons and Flying Gaffs for Recreational Tuna Fishery and Gear Marking in  

Commercial Harpoon Swordfish Fishery 

Document Type 

NOI - Notice of Intent 
Received 

09/15/2026 

Document Description 

The California Fish and Game Commission (Commission) proposes to use regular rulemaking 

authority to amend the recreational fishing regulations for tuna, marlin, and swordfish and the 

commercial fishing regulations for swordfish as set forth in Title 14 of the California Code of 

Regulations (Project). The amendments will allow recreational anglers to use harpoons and 

flying gaffs to help land tuna that have been legally taken. The amendment will also make a 

variety of minor, nonsubstantive, changes to update the species common name from 

“broadbill” or “broadbill swordfish” to “swordfish,” and “fin fish” to “finfish” and to clarify 
existing prohibitions on the use of spears and bow and arrow fishing gear to take marlin. The 

amendment will add gear marking requirements for commercial harpoon gear to clearly 

differentiate that gear from federally authorized deep-set buoy gear. 

The Commission will consider this action at a meeting scheduled for October 14, 2026.  

Background information and information on public participation may be found at  

www.fgc.ca.gov.  

Contact Information 

Melissa Miller-Henson 
California Fish and Game Commission 

Mailing Address 

California Fish and Game Commission 

P.O. Box 944209 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090 

www.fgc.ca.gov 

Physical Address 
California Fish and Game Commission 

715 P Street, 16th Floor,  

Sacramento, CA 95814   

Phone : (916) 653-4899 
FGC@fgc.ca.gov
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