
State of California – Natural Resources Agency GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE MEGHAN HERTEL, Director 
Northern Region 
619 2nd Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 
707-441-2075 
www.wildlife.ca.gov 

Rev. 02/14/2025 Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870  Page 1 of 2 

To: 

Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 

CEQA Submit 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 

Project Title: Gowan Summer Crossing – Seasonal Bridge (Project) (Notification of 

Lake or Streambed Alteration, No. EPIMS-MEN-69094-R1C) 

Project Location (Mendocino): The Project to be completed is located within the 

Navarro River watershed, approximately 2 miles NW of the town of Philo, County of 

Mendocino, State of California. The Project is located in Section 11, T014, R015, Mt. 

Diablo Base and Meridian; in the Philo U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute quadrangle; 

Assessor’s Parcel Number 026-360-14-00; latitude 39.08330 N and longitude 

123.47588 W at the crossing. 

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has executed Lake 

and Streambed Alteration Agreement EPIMS Notification No. EPIMS-MEN-69094-R1C, 

pursuant to Section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code to Donald Gowan. 

The Project is limited to one (1) encroachment for installation, use and removal of a 

seasonal bridge crossing on the Navarro River. 

The bridge will consist of two pairs of 30-foot I-beams laid end-to-end over three log sills 

placed in the wetted channel in line with the flow of water and covered by a wooden 

bridge deck. The I-beams are supported by concrete blocks on the east bank, and abut 

to a ramp constructed of native gravel bar material on the west bank. Silt fencing or 

other appropriate measures shall be installed to prevent material used to construct the 

ramp from entering the stream.  All components and materials are removed at the end 

of each season, with the exception of the concrete blocks. 

Heavy equipment may enter the wetted channel only during bridge installation and 

removal, and shall be limited to the minimum amount of time necessary to accomplish 

project work. Any equipment driven and/or operated within or adjacent to the stream 

channel shall be checked, maintained, and if necessary cleaned, to prevent introducing 

materials (such as sediment or petroleum products) that may be deleterious to aquatic 

life into the water.  Heavy equipment shall be operated slowly while within the stream, to 

allow any fish present to move away from work being conducted. 
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Agency Approving Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE  

Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project:  

Permittee: Donald Gowan 

Contact: Penny Lancaster – CDFW Environmental Scientist 

619 Second Street 

Eureka, CA 95501 

707-445-6493  

Penny.Lancaster@wildlife.ca.gov 

 

Exempt Status: 

 Categorical Exemption. Class 4; California Code of Regulations, title 14, 

section 15304 

Reasons why project is exempt: Gowan Summer Crossing (Project) meets the criteria 

for categorical exemption type Class 4, California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 

15304 because the seasonal bridge consists of minor public or private alterations in the 

condition of land, water and/or vegetation which do not involve removal of healthy, 

mature, scenic trees. 

CDFW Contact Person: Penny Lancaster, Environmental Scientist, 707-672-3530, 

Penny.Lancaster@wildlife.ca.gov.  

Signature:         Date:     

 

Rebecca Garwood, Environmental Program Manager 

 

Date received for filing at LCI:      
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