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To: 

Office of Land Use and Climate 

Innovation 

CEQA Submit 

From: 

Department of Fish and Wildlife  

Inland Deserts Region 

3602 Inland Empire Blvd., Suite. C-220 

Ontario, CA 91764 

Contact: Eric Weiss, Senior Environmental 

Scientist (Specialist) 

Email: Eric.Weiss@wildlife.ca.gov 

Phone: (909) 844-2769 

 

Lead Agency (if different than CDFW) 

Same 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

 

Project Title: SCE Batch 1, TD1849950-2031266E, 903884137‐1801964E, TD2192459‐1721534E, 

and TD2131601‐1741122E (Western Joshua Tree Conservation Act (WJTCA) Incidental Take 

Permit (ITP) No. 1927-2025-025-06)) 

Project Location (San Bernardino County): Sothern California Edison has four work locations 

within San Bernadino County including Yucca Valley, Lucerne Valley, and Pioneertown. 

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has issued a 

WJTCA ITP (No. 1927-2025-025-06), pursuant to pursuant to Section 1927.3 of the Fish and 

Game Code to Southern California Edison. 

The Project activities involve replacing deteriorated wooden poles and/or relieving guy cable 

tension or compromised wooden utility poles and support features. Work will occur within a 

10-foot radius of four pole/structure locations and include three temporary access and 

laydown areas that will impact and encroach upon 29 western Joshua Tree (Yucca 

Brevifolia). 

The Project will result in impacts to approximately 0.12 acres of western Joshua Tree habitat 

including temporary impacts to approximately 0.09 acres; the Project will permanently 

remove approximately 0.03 acres of western Joshua tree habitat. The project is expected to 

result in incidental take of western Joshua tree, which is protected species under the Western 

Joshua Tree Conservation Act and the California Endangered Species Act (CESA). The ITP 

referenced above as issued by CDFW authorizes incidental take of species listed under CESA 

that may occur as a result of Project implementation. 

Public Agency Approving Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project:  

Southern California Edison 

Hazem Gabr, Principal Manager 

Docusign Envelope ID: B27E233C-0ADE-827A-81EE-E5088D4FB707

https://ceqasubmit.opr.ca.gov/Security/LogOn?ReturnUrl=%2f
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1927-2025-025-06 

September 9, 2026 

Page 2 

(626) 302-7608 

Hazem.Gabr@sce.com  

2244 Walnut Grove Avenue, Rosemead CA, 91770 

Exempt Status: On September 9, 2026, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Lead 

Agency, determined that the Project is statutorily exempt pursuant to Public Resources Code 

section 21080(b)(2). Emergency repairs to public service facilities necessary to maintain 

service.  

CDFW Contact Person: Eric Weiss, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist), 

Eric.Weiss@wildlife.ca.gov, (909) 844-2769.  

 

 

Signature:         Date:     

Heidi Calvert, Regional Manager 
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