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SCH #:

Project Title: Mid Valley Basin Drainage/Storm Drain Improvements

Lead Agency: City of Palm Desert

Contact Name: -ucero Leyva

Email: lleyva@palmdesert.gov Phone Nurmber: 760-776-6465

Palm Desert Riverside
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The City of Palm Desert is proposing to make improvements to the Mid Valley drainage system infrastructure, located
southwest of the intersections of Cook Street with Gerald Ford Drive and Interstate 10. South of, and adjacent to
Interstate 10, is the Mid Valley Basin where the City proposes to regrade and widen the Channel. A new Underground
Storm Drain will be installed within the Gerald Ford Drive right-of-way. The final component is a proposed basin on
approximately four acres of property located between the Channel and Gerald Ford. The proposed project has been
divided into two phases. Phase 1 of the proposed project will be focused on the Mid Valley Basin, while the new basin
and underground storm drain are set for implementation in Phase 2.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

Topics requiring mitigation are as follows: (1) Biological Resources: Mitigation is required to minimize impacts to
burrowing owls, nesting birds, and to ensure regulatory permitting is obtained. (2) Cultural Resources: Mitigation is
required to ensure proper treatment of cultural resources that may be encountered during construction; (3) Geology and
Soils: Mitigation is required to minimize impacts on paleontological resources; (4) Hazards and Hazardous Materials:
Mitigation is required to minimize impacts from accidental spills of contaminated materials and to minimize circulation
impacts during construction; (5) Noise: mitigation is required to avoid disruptive construction noise at the site is
attenuated; (6) Transportation: mitigation is required to minimize circulation impacts during construction; (8) Tribal
Cultural Resources: Mitigation is required to protect tribal cultural resources during construction.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

None known

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

Based on an evaluation of the specific project location, the proposed project may require several other permits from
regulatory agencies to support development of the site as proposed by the City. The amount of area to be disturbed by
the project will be greater than one acre; therefore, the City will be required to file a Notice of Intent (NOI) for a General
Construction permit to comply with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) requirements. The NOI
is filed with the State Water Resources Control Board and enforced by the Colorado River Regional Water Quality
Control Board. A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) must be implemented in conjunction with construction
activities. The biological resource assessment indicates that the Mid Valley Channel may be considered a water of the
state (as defined by bed and bank) and a 1600 Streambed Alteration Agreement may be required from the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) before construction can proceed. Also, the Colorado Regional Water Quality
Control Board (Regional Board) may choose to process Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR) for the Channel
modifications. The project is clearly not waters of the United States, so no federal permits will be required. Finally, it
may be necessary to relocate an existing pair of Burrowing Owl and this will require consultation with CDFW and
approval of a relocation plan. No other environmental resources related permits are known to be required.




