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DEPUTY

Project Title: Monitoring Well Installation at or around Fresno-Clovis Regional Wastewater Reclamation Facility

Project Applicant: City of Fresno

Project Location - Specific:

APN 327-040-16S, 18S, 37S, 38S and 035-040-06S, 07S and 08S (portions)

Project Location - City: ~ F"eSM° Project Location - County: ' "€Sno

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

Test hole drilling and construction of nested monitoring wells for water quality studies. Monitoring well No. 1 has an approximate 8 ft. x 8 ft. footprint
and monitoring well No. 2 has an approximate 10 ft. x 10 ft. footprint on the subject parcels and the City of Fresno has established the necessary
construction permissions. These project areas are necessary for State Water Board compliance with the terms of the Waste Discharge
Requirements for the Regional Wastewater Reclamation Facility (RWRF) and RWRF permits.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: €S0

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: ' "€Sn®

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);

O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
O Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
[ Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Section 15303/Class 3

Reasons why project is exempt:

Section 15303/Class 3 - This project is necessary o conduct testing and monitoring for water quality studies in compliance with State Water Board compliance with the
terms of the Waste Discharge Requirements for the Regional Waslewater Reclamation Facility and RWRF permits. The project calls for excavalion of a bore hole to install a
new groundwater monitoring wells and constitutes construction, or placement of minor struclures.

None of the exceptions to Categorical Exemptions set forth in the CEQA Guidelines, Section 15300.2 apply to these projects. Furthermore, the proposed projects are not

expected to have a significant effect on the environment and the categorical exemptions, as noted above, have been prepared for the project and the area is not
environmentally sensitive.

Lead Agency

Contact Person: J0seph De George Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _229-621-1619

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes = No

// - Vz A Project Manager
Signature: ‘// ool 4 /,?..7 - Date: _ 8/11/2026 Title: "% g

= Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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CITY OF FRESNO
CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT NO. TC00179

THE PROJECT DESCRIBED HEREIN IS DETERMINED TO BE EXEMPT FROM THE
PREPARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 19
OF THE STATE CEQA GUIDELINES.

CONTACT: Joseph De George, Project Manager
City of Fresno — Department of Public Utilities
747 R Street 2™ Floor
Fresno, CA 93721
Phone: 559-621-1619
Email: Joseph.DeGeorge@fresno.gov

PROJECT TITLE: Monitoring Well Construction — TC00179

PROJECT LOCATIONS: Assessor's Parcel Numbers (APNs): 035-040-06S | 035-
040-07S | 035-040-08S | 327-040-16S | 327-040-18S |
327-040-37S | 327-040-38S

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The City of Fresno, Department of Public Utilities (DPU),
proposes to acquire two (2) Permanent Easements —
Permanent Easement No. 1 (64 square feet) and
Permanent Easement No. 2 (100 square feet), totaling
164 square feet — on portions of real property owned by
Golden State Vintners, a California corporation, formerly
known as California Growers Winery, Inc., a California
corporation, located south of West Central Avenue, west
of South Hayes Avenue, and north of West Lincoln
Avenue, in unincorporated Fresno County, California, for
the purpose of constructing and operating groundwater
monitoring wells in support of the Monitoring Well
Construction Project; the subject parcels are zoned AE-
20 (Exclusive Agriculture) under the Fresno County
Zoning Ordinance.

The Project is exempt under Section 15303/Class 3 of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.

The proposed project qualifies for a Class 3 Categorical Exemption pursuant to Section
15303 of the CEQA Guidelines, which applies to the construction and location of limited
numbers of new, small facilities or structures; installation of small new equipment and
facilities in small structures; and the conversion of existing small structures from one use
to another where only minor modifications are made in the exterior of the structure.
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The project consists of the installation of new groundwater monitoring wells and
associated surface improvements with a total disturbed area of approximately 164 square
feet. The monitoring wells are minor utility-related facilities intended solely for
groundwater monitoring and data collection purposes and do not involve substantial
grading, expansion of existing use, or the introduction of significant operational impacts.
Construction activities would be temporary and localized in nature, involving minimal
ground disturbance within previously developed or disturbed areas.

Therefore, the Project is exempt from the provisions of CEQA because it only involves
the construction of two minor groundwater monitoring wells for the purpose of
groundwater monitoring and data collection purposes.

None of the exceptions to Categorical Exemptions set forth in the CEQA
Guidelines, Section 15300.2, apply:

(a) Location The Project is not located in a sensitive environment
or an environmental resource of hazardous or critical
concern as designated by federal, state, or local
agencies. The subject parcels are located in an
agricultural area zoned AE-20 (Exclusive
Agriculture) and are not within or adjacent to any
designated sensitive habitat, biological study area,
wetland, or other environmentally sensitive area.

(b) Cumulative Impact The Project will not have a cumulative negative
impact over time that is significant. The installation of
two small monitoring wells within a combined
~easement area of 164 square feet will not result in
any cumulative environmental impact. The Project
does not involve any expansion of use or physical
modification beyond minimal well installation.

(c) Significant Effect The Project will not have a significant effect on the
environment due to unusual circumstances. The
installation of groundwater monitoring wells is a
routine data-collection activity that does not present
unusual circumstances that would cause a significant
environmental effect.

(d) Scenic Highways The Project is not located on or near a state-
designated scenic highway and will not result in
damage to scenic resources within a highway
corridor.
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(e) Hazardous Waste Sites The Project is not located on a hazardous waste site
that is included on any list compiled pursuant to
Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.

(f) Historical Resources The Project will not cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of a historical resource.
The existing site is not considered a historical
resource as defined in CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.5.

Based on staff analysis, it has been determined that no adverse environmental impacts
would occur as a result of the proposed Project, and none of the exceptions to Categorical
Exemptions set forth in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply to this Project.
Furthermore, the proposed Project is not expected to have a significant effect on the
environment. Accordingly, a Categorical and Statutory Exemption, as noted above, has
been prepared for the Project.

Date: August 11, 2026
Prepared by:

” -~
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Joseph De George, PMP
Project Manager

City of Fresno

Department of Public Utilities
(559) 621-1619
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