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PURPOSE Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District safeguards and sustainably delivers clean and reliable water to our community while protecting our 
natural resources and providing a resilient water supply for present and future generations. 

VISION    An innovative and future-ready water system that equitably and reliably delivers water while enhancing environmental stewardship and 
community well-being. 

 

Notice of Exemption 

 
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency):  

 1400 10th Street Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District 

 Sacramento, CA 95814 828 Seventh Street  

  Eureka, CA 95501  

 County Clerk   

 County of Trinity   

 11 Court Street   

 Weaverville, CA 96093   

 

Project Title: Reservoir Gaging at Ungated Spillways (RGUS) Project at R.W. Matthews Dam 

Project Applicant: Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District 

Project Location - Specific: 

R.W. Matthews Dam at Ruth Lake, FERC Project No. P-3430, State Dam No. 1013 

Lower Mad River Road at Ruth Lake, Ruth, CA, Trinity County, California, 95526 

Latitude/Longitude: 40°22'08.7"N 123°25'58.9"W 

A 0.05-acre area within National Forest System lands in T1S, R7E, Section 19, Base H.M. 

 

Project Location - City: Ruth, CA Project Location - County: Trinity County 

   

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 

Installation of a real-time reservoir elevation gage station at the existing R.W. Matthews Dam, consisting 

of a water level sensor, a data collection platform, solar power, and satellite telemetry equipment, to 

transmit hourly or sub-hourly reservoir elevation data to the California Data Exchange Center (CDEC). The 

project is funded through the California Department of Water Resources' Real-Time Data Direct Grant 

Program (RGUS). Beneficiaries include Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District, the Division of Safety of 

Dams, and downstream flood and emergency management agencies, through improved dam safety 

monitoring and early warning of high-water conditions. 

 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District 

Exempt Status: (check one): 

☐  Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 

☐  Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

☐  Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

☒  Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 1 (Existing Facilities), 14 CCR § 

15301, CEQA Guidelines Article 19 (Categorical Exemptions) 

☐  Statutory Exemptions. State code number: ____________________________ 

  



Reasons why project is exempt:

Annmarie Behan Area Code/Telephone/Extension 707-443-5018

AZlOllZ d - 3-20A44Signature: Date: Title: General Manager
ko Mares

Signed by ApplicantSigned by Lead Agency

Date Received for filing at OPR:

Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District | Clean. Reliable. Resilient.

Lead Agency
Contact Person:

The project consists of the minor alteration of an existing public facility (R.W. Matthews Dam) through the 
addition of instrumentation, involving negligible or no expansion of the dam's existing use or capacity. It 
has been determined that none of the exceptions to the use of a categorical exemption under CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply:

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code.
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.
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a) Location: The project does not affect an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern.

b) Cumulative Impact: The project is not one of a series of successive projects of the same type in 
the same place.

c) Significant Effect: No unusual circumstances are present that would result in a significant effect 
on the environment.

d) Scenic Highways: The project does not affect scenic resources within a designated state scenic 
highway.

e) Hazardous Waste Sites: The project site is not included on a list of hazardous waste sites 
compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5.

f) Historical Resources: The project does not cause a substantial adverse change to a historical 
resource.


