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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

TO: 
Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate 
Innovation, State Clearinghouse
1400 Tenth Street, Room 113
Sacramento, CA 95812

FROM: 
State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance
1001 I Street, 16th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

PROJECT NUMBER: 8841-110

PROJECT TITLE: Scott River Headwaters Property Land Back, Protection, and 
Enhancement Project (Project)

PROJECT LOCATION: Siskiyou County

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water 
Board) is funding the Project referred to internally as Scott River Headwaters Property 
Land Back, Protection. The Project includes the acquisition of 39,686-acres of land in 
the Scott River Watershed necessary for the implementation of the following 
management measures aligned with the State Water Board’s Nonpoint Source 
Management Plan:

· Develop a Nonpoint Source Management Plan;
· Develop a Property Management Plan;
· Accomplish one of the following:

o Reduce commercial timber harvesting;
o Preserve shade providing vegetation on water bodies and minimize 

activities that suppress growth of vegetation to reduce elevated water 
temperatures; and

o Reduce sediment waste discharges through land protection and 
restoration activities.

PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING PROJECT AND CARRYING OUT PROJECT: The 
State Water Board has approved financing for the Project described above on August 
18, 2026 and determined that the Project is exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act. The Quartz Valley Indian Reservation will be carrying out the Project. 

CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION STATUS:

Class 13: Acquisition of Lands for Wildlife Conservation Purposes

(California Code of Regulations, title 14, division 6, chapter 3, article 19, section 15313)

REASON WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT: The Project has been determined to meet the 
requirements of the exemption selected above and will not have a significant impact on 
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the environment. The Project consists of the acquisition of lands for the protection and 
enhancement of the Project area’s habitat and watershed to benefit wildlife and aquatic 
resources.

LEAD AGENCY: State Water Resources Control Board

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Chi-Hai Duffy

PHONE NUMBER: (916) 319-8574

A record of financing approval for the Project is available to the general public at the 
State Water Board, Division of Financial Assistance at 1001 I Street, 16th Floor, 
Sacramento, CA 95814. Pursuant to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) Code, Section 711.4(d)(1), the CDFW environmental review filing fees do not 
apply to exempt projects.

Signature:           Date:   September 01, 2026

Name:  Chi-Hai Duffy

Title:  Environmental Scientist     Phone:   (916)-319-8574
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