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Replace and expand existing school pool; construct 1200-sq. ft. pool maintenance building and 
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506 North Delaware Street, San Mateo, CA 94401

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?, x Yes □ No

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: San Mateo Union High School District 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: San Mateo Union High School District

Exempt Status: (check one):

I ENDORSED
I IN THE OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY CLERK RECORDER
SAN MATEO COUNTY CALIF

From: (Public Agency): San Mateo Union High School Di
650 N. Delaware Street

San Mateo, CA 94401

MARK 
By

Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 2 Replacement - Section 15302
Statutory Exemptions. State code number:________________________________________

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

County Clerk
County of: San Mateo________  
555 County Center_________
Redwood City, CA 94063-1665

Reasons why project is exempt:
Replacement of the existing pool with a slightly larger new pool and associated facilities on the same 
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SAN MATEO HIGH SCHOOL POOL REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

CEQA EXEMPTION DISCUSSION 

 

 

Project Description 

Existing Facilities 

San Mateo High School, located at 506 North Delaware Street in San Mateo is owned and 

operated by the San Mateo Union High School District. The school is in a mixed multiple- and 

single-family residential neighborhood.  The existing swimming pool is near the center of the 

campus, between a parking lot and other school buildings, and is distant from any of the 

surrounding residential uses.  

Proposed Project 

The project proposes to replace the pool with a larger and deeper pool, at the same site. The 

new 8673- sq.-ft. pool would have fifteen 35-meter swim lanes and an approximately 9,000- 

square foot concrete deck. A new 1244 sq. ft. pool equipment room (with an office and 

storage areas) would be built just north of the existing small gym, adjacent to the pool.  One 

of the two existing sports lights would be relocated to make room for the larger pool. The 

perimeter wall will also be replaced. The project would include on-deck showers and 

bleachers. This project is not projected to impact the current uses of the pool, which include 

swim meets, water polo matches, and physical education classes. 

The project would be constructed between May 2027 and January 2028. 

Categorical Exemption Analysis 

The project would be subject to the Class 2 exemption, as discussed below.  

Class 2 Exemption 

 

The CEQA Class 2 exemption (Class 2—Replacement or reconstruction [CEQA Guidelines, 

Section 15302]) consists of replacement or reconstruction of existing structures and 

facilities where the new structure will be located on the same site as the structure replaced 

and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity as the structure replaced, 

including but not limited to replacement or reconstruction of existing schools and school 

facilities. The proposed new pool and associated facilities would replace the existing pool on 

the same site with similar uses.  Therefore, this exemption would apply. 

 

Analysis of Possible Exceptions to Class 2 Exemption 

 

Per CEQA Guidelines section 15300.2, exceptions to this categorical exemption can apply 

where any of the following occur: 

• Cumulative impact of the same type in the same place, over time is significant. 

• Significant effect due to unusual circumstances. 



• Damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock 

outcroppings, or similar resources, within a state scenic highway.  

• Hazardous Waste Sites included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of 

the Government Code. 

• A substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 

As summarized below, none of these exceptions appear to apply to this project and therefore 

this exemption would apply: 

• Cumulative Impact. This exception would apply if the project were to contribute to 

significant impacts to a resource in combination with other proposed new 

development nearby. No other projects are proposed at the school that may have 

overlapping impacts. The project area is a fully-developed residential and commercial 

neighborhood, and no substantial off-site cumulative development is likely to occur.  

Therefore, no potentially significant cumulative impacts would occur. 

• Scenic Highways.  This exception would apply if the project were to result in damage 

to scenic resources within a State-designated Scenic Highway corridor. The project 

would not be visible or alter any views from off-campus areas.  In addition, there are 

no State Scenic Highways in the project area. The project site is not visible from a 

designated scenic highway, and is not visible from any roadway, therefore this 

exception would not apply.   Proposed relocated pool lighting would be limited to the 

central part of the campus, shielded and directional to be focused on the pool, and 

would not be substantially visible from off-site.  

• Hazardous Waste Sites.  There are no listed hazardous materials/hazardous waste 

sites listed on or in the vicinity of the project site 

(https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/?global_id=41490049), accessed 

August 10, 2026.  A dry cleaners site is listed about a block to the north, at 850 North 

Delaware, but has no effect on the school.  

• Historical Resources. This exception would apply if the project were to potentially 

significantly adversely affect an historical resource. The proposed project includes no 

changes to the existing school buildings.  The new pool facility would be similar to the 

existing pool and therefore would not have the potential to adversely affect any 

historical resources.  

• Significant Effect. The exception would apply if the project would have the potential 

for a significant effect to the environment due to unusual circumstances. Unusual 

circumstances may include historic structures, hazardous materials contamination, 

protected species or habitats, and other similar conditions. There are no unusual 

circumstances on the existing developed site and there is no potential for significant 

effect, therefore this exception would not apply.  

  



Conclusions  

As discussed above, the project elements are within the parameters of the Class 2 Exemption 

and none of the exceptions to those exemptions would apply.   

 

 

 


