APPENDIX E
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

TO:

I Office of Planning and Research
P.O. Box 3044, Room 212
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

County Clerk
County of Fresno
2221 Kern Street
Fresno, CA 93721
clerk-services@fresnocountyca.gov

FROM (Public Agency):

California Construction Authority

(acting as CEQA lead agency on behalf of
the 21st District Agricultural Association /
Big Fresno Fair)

Address:
1776 Tribute Road, Suite 220
Sacramento, CA 95815

Project Title:

Big Fresno Community Cooling Corridor Project

Project Location - Specific:

1121 South Chance Avenue, Fresno, CA 93702 (Big Fresno Fairgrounds —
Assessor Parcels 470-022, 470-023, and 471-020; 141.64 acres. Cross
streets: South Chance Avenue and East Kings Canyon Road.)

Project Location — City:

Fresno

Project Location — County:

Fresno

Description of Nature, Purpose, and
Beneficiaries of Project:

The 21st District Agricultural Association / Big Fresno Fair proposes to
construct the Big Fresno Community Cooling Corridor at the Big Fresno
Fairgrounds. The Project consists of nature-based cooling and community-
serving improvements within the existing developed footprint of the
fairgrounds, including expanded tree canopy through the planting of native
and drought-tolerant shade trees; shade structures and shade sails over
existing pedestrian gathering and circulation areas; hydration stations,
misters, and passive cooling elements along the existing pedestrian
network; green stormwater and low-impact landscape improvements; and
interpretive signage, wayfinding, and cultural/educational elements
developed in consultation with local California Native American tribes.

Purpose: reduce extreme-heat vulnerability at the fairgrounds, expand tree
canopy in a disadvantaged and climate-vulnerable community, and
strengthen the fairgrounds' capacity to serve as a public gathering venue
and emergency response and resiliency hub. The Project is sited within the
existing developed footprint of the fairgrounds and does not expand the
operational envelope of the facility.

Beneficiaries: residents of the City of Fresno and Fresno County (including
populations identified as vulnerable to extreme-heat and other climate
hazards under CalEnviroScreen and Healthy Places Index screens for the
census tracts encompassing the fairgrounds); approximately 500,000
annual Big Fresno Fair visitors plus year-round fairground event attendees;
local California Native American tribes participating in the Project's cultural




and educational elements; and first responders and displaced residents
using the fairgrounds as an emergency response and resiliency site during
wildfire smoke, extreme-heat, flood, and other declared events.

Name of Public Agency Approving California Construction Authority (acting as CEQA lead agency on behalf of
Project: the 21st District Agricultural Association / Big Fresno Fair)

Name of Person or Agency Carrying California Construction Authority, on behalf of the 21st District Agricultural
Out Project: Association / Big Fresno Fair

Exempt Status: (check one)
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
[0 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
[0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));

Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 23 — Normal Operations of Existing Facilities (14
CCR § 15323). Alternate exemptions supporting the same determination: Class 1 — Existing Facilities (14 CCR §
15301); Class 4 — Minor Alterations to Land (14 CCR § 15304); Class 11 — Accessory Structures (14 CCR § 15311).

[ Statutory Exemption. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

The Big Fresno Fairgrounds has operated continuously as a public gathering facility for the annual Big Fresno Fair since
1884 — over 140 continuous years — and hosts year-round livestock exhibitions, junior livestock shows, agricultural and
cultural events, community fairs, exhibitions, and public assemblies. This continuous, same-location, same-time-of-year
operation far exceeds the three-year past-history threshold in CEQA Guidelines Section 15323, and the future occurrence
of these activities is not expected to change. The Big Fresno Community Cooling Corridor supports the fairgrounds'
normal operations by providing shade, tree canopy, hydration, and cooling improvements that serve the existing designed
use of the facility. The Project does not expand the operational envelope, increase attendance capacity, or introduce any
use inconsistent with the fairgrounds' historic public-gathering purpose. In the alternative, the Project is a minor
alteration to an existing facility and its accessory improvements (Classes 1, 4, and 11), and no exceptions under 14 CCR §
15300.2 apply — the site is not in an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern, there is no cumulative
impact of successive projects of the same type in the same place, there are no unusual circumstances creating a
reasonable possibility of a significant effect on the environment, the Project is not located on a hazardous waste site, and
no historical resources will be materially impaired. Consultation with the Native American Heritage Commission and
applicable California Native American tribes has been initiated and will be documented in the Project file.

Lead Agency Contact Person: Area Code / Telephone / Extension:
Stewart Deluz (916) 263-6100

Program Manager Email:

California Construction Authority sdeluz@ccauthority.org

1776 Tribute Road, Suite 220
Sacramento, CA 95815

If filed by applicant:

1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? [l Yes No



Stewant Defpury

Signature: Date: 8/28/2026 Title: Project Manager

Stewart Deluz Program Manager, CCA

Signed by Lead Agency  Date received for filing at OPR:

[ Signed by Applicant

Revised 2005



LOCATION MAP

21st District Agricultural Association | Big Fresno Fair Cooling Corridor — Urban Greening Grant Program

Vicinity / Street Map — Big Fresno Fairgrounds and Surrounding Neighborhood
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Aerial Photograph — Property Boundary, Entrances, and Site Detail

Sources: Esrl World Imagery & World Street Map (2024-2025) - 21st DAA GIS boundary - Recorded parcel data (Fresno County Assessor)
Site: 1121 S. Chance Ave, Fresno. CA 93702 - Fresno County - Coordinates 36.7287° N, 119.7491° W - Senate District 14 - Assembly District 31 - Congressional District 21

APNs 470-020-02 & 471-020-02 - Map prepared by Wyn Partners - August 2026



August 13, 2026

Stewart Deluz, Regional Project Manager
California Construction Authority

1776 Tribute Road, Suite 220
Sacramento, CA 95815

Re: Authorization for CEQA Lead Agency Filing — Big Fresno Community Cooling Corridor Project

Dear Mr. Deluz,

On behalf of the 21st District Agricultural Association, this letter confirms that the California Construction
Authority is authorized to act as the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency for the Big Fresno
Community Cooling Corridor Project at the Big Fresno Fairgrounds, and to prepare, execute, and file the Notice

of Exemption for the Project with the Fresno County Clerk-Recorder and the LCI State Clearinghouse.

The California Construction Authority serves as the CEQA lead agency for construction projects at California
District Agricultural Association fairgrounds, and this authorization is consistent with that established practice
and with the joint powers relationship between the CCA and the network of District Agricultural Associations.

The Project is described as follows:

¢ Project Title: Big Fresno Community Cooling Corridor

¢ Applicant / Site Operator: 21st District Agricultural Association / Big Fresno Fair

e location: 1121 South Chance Avenue, Fresno, CA 93702
e APNs: 470-022; 470-023; 471-020

¢ Underlying Fee Title: County of Fresno (long-term ground lease to the 21st DAA)

e Grant Program: California Natural Resources Agency, 2026 Urban Greening Grant Program
¢ CEQA Determination: Categorical Exemption — Class 23 (14 CCR § 15323), with alternates at Classes 1, 4,

and 11

The 21st DAA has reviewed the draft Notice of Exemption prepared by CCA and concurs in the categorical-
exemption determination. A concurrence signature by the undersigned or by the designated 21st DAA officer
will be provided on the executed NOE at the time of filing.

Please direct correspondence regarding this Project to Tina Wynegar of Wyn Partners, tina@wynpartners.com,
who is authorized to receive filed documents on the 21st DAA's behalf for the CNRA Urban Greening Full

Application record.

Sincerely,

Tirank Fores

Frank Flores (Aug 13, 2026 12:55:24 PDT)

1121 S. Chance Ave., Fresno, CA 93702
21st District Agricultural Association

559-650-3247

p: (559) 650-3247 | f: (559) 650-3226
www.FresnoFair.com
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Frank Flores

Acting Co-Chief Executive Officer
21st District Agricultural Association / Big Fresno Fair

cc: Tina Wynegar, Wyn Partners | [Board Chair, 21st DAA]

1121 S. Chance Ave., Fresno, CA 93702 | p: (559) 650-3247 | f:(559) 650-3226
21st District Agricultural Association | www.FresnoFair.com
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