
CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

BUREAU OF ENGINEERING 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
Filing this form is optional. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152(b), it shall be filed with the County Clerk at 12400 E. Imperial Highway, 
Norwalk, California, 90650 and the State Clearinghouse within the Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation if filed with the County Clerk. 
Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21167(d), the filing of this notice initiates a 35-day statute of limitations for court challenges to the project 
approval. Distribution: (1) County Clerk, (2) State Clearinghouse, (3) Agency Record. 

CEQA NO.: NOE-26-005-BE REFERENCE NO.: BPW-2026-0437 

LEAD CITY AGENCY AND ADDRESS: 
City of Los Angeles c/o Bureau of Engineering 
1149 S. Broadway, 6th Floor, MS 939, Los Angeles, CA 90015 

PROJECT TITLE: North Sepulveda Pedestrian Island Tree Removal (W.O. S333NSEP / CIP No. 2021MR101) 

PROJECT LOCATION: On a pedestrian island along Sepulveda boulevard between Lemay Street and Hayward 
Street, in the Van Nuys – North Sherman Oaks Community Plan Area of the City of Los Angeles. See Figure 1: 
Project Location. T.G. Page 531, Grid H6 Council District: 6 

DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF PROJECT: The North Sepulveda Pedestrian Island Tree 
Removal (Project), which consists of the removal of six street trees, is the subject action for this notice. This 
Project is part of the North Sepulveda Pedestrian Island project (Pedestrian Island project) which includes the 
construction of a five-foot-wide concrete sidewalk, a seven-foot-wide irrigated planting area with 26 new 
stormwater parkway swales, 22 new street trees, and bus stop and American with Disabilities Act (ADA)-
accessibility upgrades. The Project subject to this notice is the removal of six trees that was necessary to 
accommodate the Pedestrian Island project, which is already under construction. The tree removals are subject 
to a separate discretionary approval by the Board of Public Works (Board). The Board determined the Project 
was exempt from the California Quality Act (CEQA) and approved the tree removals on August 17, 2026. Please 
see the Project description continuation in the narrative for more details. 

EXEMPT STATUS: 
CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION(S) (State CEQA Guidelines Sec. 15301-15333 / Class 1-Class 33) 

CEQA Guidelines Section(s) 15301(c) & (d), 15303 (d), 15304 (b) & (f) 
City CEQA Guidelines Class 1 Categories 3, 4, & 20, Class 3 Category 5, Class 4 Category 3 & 12 

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION: The proposed Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to State 
CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15301, Class 1 (c) and (d) Existing Facilities for the minor alteration of an 
‘existing streets, sidewalks, bicycle and pedestrian trails’ with ‘no expansion of existing or former use’ due to an 
existing, damaged pedestrian island being altered by the installation of a new walkway, and Section 15303, 
Class 3 (d), New Construction of Small Structures for the construction and installation of ‘street improvements’ 
and ‘accessory structures’ due to the addition of new access ramps, active irrigation, landscaping, and a bus 
stop, and Section 15304, Class 4 (b) and (f) Minor Alterations to Land for the addition of new landscaping and 
minor excavation and backfill. None of the limitations set forth in State CEQA Guidelines 15300.2 to the 
categorical exemption(s) apply to the Project and there is no unusual circumstance (see attached narrative). 

CONTACT: Gabriela Aguilar, gabriela.aguilar@lqacity.org 

SIGNATURE: 

_____________________________ August 27, 2026 
Maria Martin Date 
Environmental Affairs Officer 
Environmental Management Division 

boxSIGN 4QZZVP21-1R223VLZ 
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Figure 1: Project Site 
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CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION NARRATIVE 

I. DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF PROJECT, CONTINUED 

As mentioned above, this Project involves the removal of six street trees. The six trees include two 
California Fan Palms (Washingtonia filifera), three Chinese Elm (Ulmus parvifolia) trees, and one 
Chinese Flame (Koelreuteria bipinnata) tree. The six trees are in fair condition growing under existing 
power and communication lines, and it is unknown how or when the subject trees and palms were 
planted. The four trees have poor branch structure, are undesirable and inappropriate for their locations 
due to potential interference with the existing overhead infrastructure. Additionally, the four trees and 
two palms are growing within the footprint of the proposed Pedestrian Island project street improvement 
work and require removal. 

The Pedestrian Island project proposes to rehabilitate an unimproved median which includes 
construction of a new five-foot-wide concrete sidewalk, seven-foot-wide irrigated planting areas, 26 
new stormwater parkway swales, 22 new street trees (this number was reduced from 27 in the original 
scope), improved bus stop with new site furniture, curb ramps, new crosswalks, and other related street 
improvement work. 

Together, these efforts will transform the urban corridor into an accessible green passageway, 
providing long-term benefits to the surrounding community through enhanced pedestrian safety, as well 
as improved aesthetic and environmental quality. 

The tree removal is subject to Approval by the Board of Public Works (BPW). In accordance with City 
Policy, 22 new 36-in box street trees will be planted to meet the minimum 2:1 replacement ratio. The 
replacement tree species include nine Desert Willow (Chilopsis linearis) trees, seven ‘Desert Museum’ 
Palo Verde (Parkinsonia x ‘Desert Museum’) trees, and six Maverick Thornless Mesquite (Prosopis 
glandulosa ‘Maverick’). As detailed in the BPW Report No. 2026-0437, all replacement trees on site 
shall be watered and maintained by the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) contractor for a minimum five-
year period after planting through establishment. 

In compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and California Fish and Game Code Sections 
3503 and 3503.5, street tree removal activities would take place outside of the nesting bird season 
(February 1 to September 1) to the extent feasible. In accordance with these regulatory requirements, 
efforts would be made to schedule removal of mature street trees between September 2 and January 
31 to avoid the nesting bird season. 

The Project includes several Project Design Features (PDFs) for compliance with regulatory 
requirements, such as the MBTA, California Fish and Game Code, and Standard Specifications for 
Public Works Construction “Greenbook” as follows: 

PDF BIO-1: If tree removal has to take place during the nesting bird season, February 1 to September 
1, prior to being removed, all street trees shall be thoroughly surveyed for the presence of nesting 
birds/bats/raptors by a qualified biologist (or qualified arborist) within three days prior to any street tree 
removal. If any active nests are detected, the area will be flagged, and a minimum 250-foot (500-foot 
for raptors) non-disturbance buffer would be established (a modification to this buffer would be 
determined by the monitoring biologist and in consultation with USFWS and CDFW) and would be 
avoided until the nesting cycle has been completed or the monitoring biologist determines that the nest 
has failed. If nesting birds are found, an avoidance area will be established in consultation with the 
resource agencies, as appropriate, around the nest until a qualified avian biologist has determined that 
young have fledged, or nesting activities have ceased. The Project site will be re-surveyed if there is a 
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lapse in construction activities for more than seven days during the bird breeding season. A 
preconstruction nesting bird survey would be submitted at the conclusion of the site survey. 

PDF CUL-1: In the event that unanticipated historical artifacts were encountered, the Greenbook 
states: “If discovery is made of items of archeological or paleontological interest, the Contractor shall 
immediately cease excavation in the area of discovery and shall not continue until ordered by the 
Engineer.” Therefore, during activities in which there will be ground disturbances (i.e., digging, drilling, 
etc.) if any evidence of archeological, cultural, or paleontological resources are found, all work within 
the vicinity of the find shall stop until a qualified archeologist can assess the finds and make 
recommendations. No excavation of any finds should be attempted by Project personnel unless 
directed by a qualified archeologist. Construction activities may continue in other areas. If the discovery 
proves significant under CEQA (Section 15064.5f; Public Resources Code or PRC 21082), additional 
work such as testing, or data recovery may be warranted. 

PDF CUL-2: The discovery of human remains is always a possibility during ground disturbances; State 
of California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 states that no further disturbances shall occur 
until the Los Angeles County Coroner has made a determination of origin and disposition pursuant to 
PRC Section 5097.98. The Los Angeles County Coroner must be notified of the find immediately. If 
human remains are determined to be prehistoric, the Coroner will notify the Native American Heritage 
Commission, which will determine and notify a Most Likely Descendent (MLD). The MLD shall complete 
the inspection of the site within 48 hours of notification and may recommend scientific removal and 
nondestructive analysis of human remains and items associated with Native American burials. 

Unless otherwise stated, the proposed project will be designed, constructed and operated following all 
applicable federal, state, and City laws, regulations and ordinances, and formally adopted City 
standards (on file with the Bureau of Engineering) including but not limited to: 

City of Los Angeles Municipal Code 
Bureau of Engineering Standard Plans 
Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction “Greenbook” 
Brown Book, City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works Additions and Amendments to 
the 2021 Edition of the Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction 
Work Area Traffic Control Handbook 

II. PROJECT HISTORY 

Spanning approximately 1,300 feet in length and 13 feet in width, the existing median is characterized 
by dry vegetation, overgrown bushes, and undesirable and inappropriately located trees growing 
directly beneath power and communication lines, rendering it inaccessible to pedestrians. Due to the 
lack of ongoing maintenance, the median currently lacks irrigation and ADA-compliant accessibility. 
This Project will clear right-of-way obstructions and address overgrown vegetation to facilitate the 
necessary site preparation for comprehensive median improvements along this highly urbanized 
corridor. 

III. CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL EXCEPTIONS TO USE OF A CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION 

The State CEQA Guidelines (CCR Sec 15300.2) limit the use of categorical exemptions in the following 
circumstances: 

1. Location. Exemption Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project 
is to be located – a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may be 
significant in a particularly sensitive environment. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply all 
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instances, except where the project may impact on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical 
concern where designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, 
or local agencies. 

This Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15301, Class 
1 (c) and (d), Section 15303, Class 3 (d) and (e), and Section 15304, Class 4 (b) and (f). Although the 
Project is exempt pursuant to Class 3 and 4, the Project consists primarily of street tree removal to 
prepare the site for pedestrian safety and public transportation access improvements of an existing 
pedestrian island, with no environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where designated, 
precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies, therefore, 
this exemption does not apply. Therefore, this exception does not apply. 

2. Cumulative Impact. This exception applies when, although a project may not have a significant 
impact, the cumulative impact of successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is 
significant. 

Based on NavigateLA, and BOE’s Public Right of Way Reservation System, there are no known 
temporally close projects of the same type in the same place (specific site) scheduled to occur 
successive to or in the same place as this Project. Therefore, this exception has no application to this 
Project. 

3. Significant Effect. This exception applies when, although the project may otherwise be exempt, 
there is a reasonable possibility that the project will have a significant effect due to unusual 
circumstances. 

There is no unusual circumstance, but even if there were, as discussed below there is no reasonable 
possibility the project would result in a significant effect. 

Biological Resources 
As described in Section I., the Project involves the removal of six trees, none of which are naturally 
occurring native species protected by Los Angeles Municipal Code 46.00. These trees will be replaced 
at a minimum of 2:1 ratio. 

Tree removals are not an uncommon occurrence for projects in the public right-of-way. The Project 
would implement PDF BIO-1 in compliance with the MBTA and California Fish and Game Code 
Sections 3503 and 3503.5 to ensure the Project would not have any adverse impacts on biological 
resources. Therefore, there is no reasonable possibility that the Project will have a significant effect 
due to unusual circumstances. 

Hazardous Waste 
As of August 20,2026, the State Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) (Envirostor at 
www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov) has listed two contaminated sites near (within 1,000 feet) the Project Site. 
See Table 1. DTSC Contaminated Sites Near the Project Site below. 

TABLE 1. DTSC CONTAMINATED SITES NEAR PROJECT SITE 
SITE NAME 

Grand Plaza 

6728 Sepulveda 

STATUS 

Active 

Inactive 

SITE TYPE 

Voluntary Cleanup 

Voluntary Cleanup 

ADDRESS 

6754 N. Sepulveda Blvd 

6728 Sepulveda Blvd 

Van Nuys New Elementary School No.1 Certified as of 1/9/2001 School Cleanup 15141 Lemay Street 
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The Grand Plaza located at 6754 N. Sepulveda Boulevard at the southeast corner of Sepulveda 
Boulevard, is listed on the DTSC EnviroStor database as an “Active -Voluntary Cleanup” site. 
Constructed in 1966, the site has historically operated as a retail center and continues to include a dry-
cleaning business. Subsurface investigations conducted between September 2020 and March 2021 
revealed concentrations of tetrachloroethene (PCE) and benzene in soil vapor samples exceeding 
residential Environmental Screening Levels (ESLs). However, a 2002 Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment indicated that depth to groundwater beneath the site and its vicinity is approximately 190 
feet below ground surface, underlain predominantly by thick layers of silt and clay. Because the Project 
site is located more than 500 feet from the contaminated property, groundwater impacts beneath the 
Project site are considered unlikely due to substantial depth to groundwater and low-permeability soil 
layers. 

As of August 20,2026, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) (Geotracker at 
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/) has listed four contaminated sites near (within 1,000) feet) the 
Project Site. See Table 2. RWQCB Contaminated Sites Near Project Site below. 

TABLE 2. RWQCB CONTAMINATED SITES NEAR THE PROEJCT SITE 
SITE NAME SITE TYPE STATUS ADDRESS 

DOD-Sepulveda Ang IRO Site #1 Cleanup Program Site Completed 15900 Victory Blvd 

UNOCAL #2489 LUST Cleanup Site Completed 15300 Victory Blvd 

MOBIL #18 LUST Cleanup Site Completed 6360 Sepulveda Blvd 

Chevron #9 LUST Cleanup Site Completed 6810 Sepulveda Blvd 

The City is a vast, urban area serviced by many fueling stations and is the location of vast industrial 
areas often affected by contamination from past or current uses. It is not uncommon to find sites with 
past or present releases that have completed or are undergoing assessment and/or remediation 
throughout the region. The need for construction and installation of pedestrian islands in the public 
right-of-way is a routine activity in urban environments, as such, this is not an unusual circumstance 
and there is no reasonable possibility that the Project would have a significant effect due to unusual 
circumstances. 

This Project consists of the removal of six street trees to facilitate necessary ground preparation along 
this highly urbanized corridor. No unusual circumstances related to the removal of these trees are 
known. For the reason stated above, there is no reasonable possibility that the Project would have a 
significant effect due to unusual circumstances. 

Geological Resources – Liquefaction 
According to the Department of Conservation California Geological Survey map showing the location 
of Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones and Seismic Hazard Zones, collectively referred as 
“Earthquake Zones of Required Investigation,” for the Van Nuys 7.5-minute Quadrangle, the Project 
site is not located within a liquefaction zone. These are “areas where previous occurrence of landslide 
movement, or local topographic, geological, geotechnical and subsurface water conditions indicate a 
potential for permanent ground displacements such that mitigation as defined in Public Resources 
Code Section 2693(c) would be required. “Portions of land in the City of Los Angeles, particularly within 
hillside areas, are designated to be within the Liquefaction zones. These areas are highly developed 
with streets, sidewalks, houses and commercial buildings and it is not uncommon to find the need for 
maintenance and construction in these areas, as such, this is not an unusual circumstance. The Project 
consists of removing six existing street trees to prepare the site for safety and right-of-way 
enhancements; thus, no unusual circumstances exist, and there is no reasonable possibility that the 
Project would result in a significant effect due to unusual circumstances. 
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Traffic and Transportation 
The Project proposes the modification of an existing pedestrian island by removing six trees to provide 
safer conditions for pedestrians by removing obstructions to be able to install a walkway, ramp access, 
landscaping, and a bus stop. A formal traffic control plan would be submitted once the Project is 
underway. Construction began October 10, 2025, and would last until July 1, 2027. A minor increase 
in vehicle trips or traffic congestion is anticipated during construction. The Project may increase traffic 
impacts in the Project area; however, any impacts would be of short duration and minimal due to 
construction occurring between 7:00am to 4:00pm, Monday through Friday. Once construction is 
completed, no increase in vehicle trips or traffic congestion is anticipated. 

The Project consists of the removal of six existing street trees along a pedestrian island on Sepulveda 
Boulevard to prepare the site for safety and infrastructure improvements. Tree removal projects within 
the public-right-of way are common throughout the City of Los Angeles and do not represent an unusual 
circumstance. No reasonable possibility has been identified that the Project would have a significant 
effect due to unusual circumstances. Therefore, this exception has no application to this Project. 

4. Scenic Highway. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in 
damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or 
similar resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic highway. 

The proposed project is not within a state designated scenic highway or within sight of any state 
designated scenic highway. Therefore, this exception has no application to this project. 

5. Hazardous Waste Site. This exception applies when a project is located on a site listed as a 
hazardous waste site under Government Code Section 65962.5. 

As of August 20, 2026, the Project site was not listed as a hazardous waste site. Therefore, this 
exception has no application to this Project. 

6. Historical Resources. This exception applies when a project may cause a substantial adverse 
change in the significance of a historical resource. 

The Project involves site preparation and tree removal activities to support the modernization of an 
existing pedestrian island, enhancing the surrounding aesthetics, pedestrian safety, and public transit 
access. Because all tree removal, landscaping, and construction activities occur within an existing 
median, work will be confined to previously altered soils. Ground excavation is anticipated as part of 
the Project scope; however, the depth of excavation is not expected to exceed the depth of previously 
disturbed soil. 

IV. REFERENCES 

BNi-Building News. Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction. Public Works Standards 
Inc., “Green Book”. 

BNi-Building News. Work Area Traffic Control Handbook. Available from http://www.watchbook.org/ 

California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3 (State CEQA Guidelines), available from 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/ 
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