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Wayne Farrens, Contract Planner 
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Subject:  SCH No. 2026081011 – Negative Declaration for RJR Recycling - Conditional 
Use Permit Amendment (County Planning File PLN250019) – San Benito 
County, SWIS No. 35-AA-0030 

Dear Mr. Farrens: 

Thank you for allowing the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery 
(CalRecycle) staff to provide comments on the proposed project and for your agency’s 
consideration of these comments as part of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) process. 

Project Description 
The San Benito County Planning and Land Use Division, acting as Lead Agency, has 
prepared and circulated a draft Initial Study/Negative Declaration (IS/ND) in order to 
comply with CEQA and to provide information to, and solicit consultation with, 
Responsible Agencies in the approval of the proposed project.  

The proposed Conditional Use Permit amendment (proposed project) is located on 
13.58 acres at 1771 San Felipe Road (Assessor’s Parcel Number 019-030-0160) in the 
unincorporated area of San Benito County.  The project property is zoned for Heavy 
Industry.  To the north are various commercial enterprises, to the west is the Hollister 
Municipal Airport, to the east is agricultural cultivation, and the south are commercial 
and industrial uses, including an Amazon Distribution Center. 

The project proposes expanding RJR’s daily waste and recyclable materials acceptance 
up to a maximum of 350 tons per day (tpd), requiring a Full Solid Waste Facility permit 
(SWFP) from CalRecycle.  Currently, RJR is permitted for up to 99.99 tpd.  The existing 
as-built facility already has the capacity to accept 350 TPD; therefore, no new 
construction is proposed with the exception of a new 3,600 square-foot concrete pad 
and the paving of an existing unpaved access road. 

Proposed project operations consist of transfer/processing and recycling activities.  RJR 
Recycling is open to the public to receive material between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. on Sunday.  All Facility processing and 
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sorting operations, cleaning, and maintenance activities occur during operating hours 
Monday through Sunday.  Maximum daily truck trips are estimated to be 68 incoming 
and 10 outgoing.  The proposed project processing capacity is 761 tons with a storage 
capacity of 740 tons.  

Comments:  
CalRecycle staff’s comments on the proposed project are listed below.  Where a 
specific location in the document is noted for the comment, please ensure the comment 
is addressed throughout all sections of the Draft IS/ND, in addition to the specific 
location noted.  Comments for the Draft IS/ND are summarized below: 
 
Initial Study, Page 16, states that the facility currently receives an estimate of up to 30 
tpd of agricultural by-product material, up to 25 tpd recyclable materials, up to 30 tpd 
green materials, and up to 30 tpd of mixed construction and demolition materials, which 
include wood, metal, gypsum, and concrete.  Please specify if there will be a maximum 
allowed amount of each waste type of material that makes up the proposed 350 tpd.  
Also, confirming that the anticipated waste types to be received will still be recyclable 
materials, mixed solid waste, agricultural material, food material, green material, and 
construction and demolition material (i.e., no additional new stream(s) of feedstock 
material)?  

Initial Study, Page 18, Table 1-2: Station Sort Line with 2-inch Minus Screen, includes 
calculations for processing metals, old corrugated containers and recycling containers; 
yet, Table 1-3: Material Storage Area, does not include the same material types.  What 
is the storage capacity for these materials and/or will they not be stored on site?  Please 
include all received types of materials within both tables when calculating the 
processing capacity and storage capacity or provide a description of why one or more 
streams of material from Table 1-2 would not show up in Table 1-3. 

Solid Waste Regulatory Oversight 
CalRecycle is the Enforcement Agency (EA) for San Benito County and responsible for 
providing regulatory oversight of solid waste handling activities, including permitting and 
inspections.  Please contact either of the EA assigned contacts, Kassandra Pay at 
916.323.2971 (Kassandra.Pay@calrecycle.ca.gov) or Megan Emslander at 
916.341.6363 (Megan.Emslander@calrecycle.ca.gov) to discuss the regulatory 
requirements for the proposed project. 
 
Conclusion 
CalRecycle staff thanks the Lead Agency for the opportunity to review and comment on 
the environmental document and hopes that this comment letter will be useful to the 
Lead Agency preparing the Final ND and in carrying out their responsibilities in the 
CEQA process. 
 
CalRecycle staff requests copies of any subsequent environmental documents, copies 
of public notices and any Notices of Determination for this proposed project.  
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If the environmental document is adopted during a public hearing, CalRecycle staff 
requests 10 days advance notice of this hearing.  If the document is adopted without a 
public hearing, CalRecycle staff requests 10 days advance notification of the date of the 
adoption and proposed project approval by the decision-making body. 

If you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact me at 
916.341.6363 or by e-mail at Megan.Emslander@calrecycle.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Megan Emslander, Environmental Scientist 
Permitting & Assistance Branch – South Unit 
Waste Permitting, Compliance & Mitigation Division 
CalRecycle 
 

cc: Benjamin Escotto, Supervisor – Permitting & Assistance Branch 
 Kassandra Pay, Staff – Waste Evaluation and Enforcement Branch 
 Frederick Tornatore, Chief Technical Officer – TSS Consultants 

Luis Montero, Associate - RJR Environmental Professional Services, Inc. 
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