
Notice of Exemption                                                                  

To be filed after project approval  
 

To:        Office of Planning and Research  From:   CITY OF LA MESA 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 Community Development Department 
Sacramento, CA 95814 8130 Allison Avenue  

         La Mesa, CA 91942  
   X   Attn. CEQA / Fish & Wildlife Notices 

San Diego County Clerk 
1600 Pacific Highway, Room 260 
San Diego, CA 92101 
MS A33 
 

Project Title:  CityMark Palm   
 

Project Location - Specific:    APN 494-402-23-00  
 

Project Location - City:            La Mesa                          Project Location - County:     San Diego  
                  

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:  Project proponents and beneficiaries CityMark 
Communities LLC proposes to construct a five-story mixed-use building comprising 114 units, including 4 lofts, 17 
studios, 49 one-bedroom units, 44 two-bedroom units, and approximately 2,377 square feet of commercial lease area. 
Five of the 114 units are proposed to be affordable to very low-income households. The building footprint covers most 
of the site at ground level, which includes a parking garage, commercial spaces, residential lofts, a lobby, and a gym. 72 
residential parking stalls and bike storage are proposed in the parking garage. The second through fifth floors have a C-
shaped plan with residential units surrounding a second-level courtyard.  
 
The project site is located on a vacant lot at the southwest corner of Palm Avenue and Allison Avenue. The site is zoned 
CD-D (Downtown Commercial/ Urban Design Overlay), and surrounding zoning is CD-D. Assessor's Parcel Number: 
494-402-23-00. 
                                                                                                                                     

Name of Public Agency Approving Project:  City of La Mesa   
 
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project (applicant): CityMark Communities, LLC  
 

Exempt Status: (check one): 
        Ministerial [Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268] 
      Declared Emergency [Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)] 
      Emergency Project [Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269 (b)(c)] 
 X    Categorical Exemption.  State Type and section number: Class 32, CEQA Section 15332, Infill Development     
        Statutory Exemptions.  State code number:              
                                                                                                         

Reasons why project is exempt: The project is categorically exempt from environmental review under California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15332, Infill Development, which exempts projects that are 
consistent with Zoning and the General Plan; located on a site of 5 acres or less that has no value as habitat for 
endangered, rare, or threatened species; and would not result in any significant effects relating to traffic, noise, air quality, 
or water quality. The project meets the criteria for the exemption and none of the exceptions in Section 15300.2 apply. 
 

Lead Agency Contact Person: Laura Traffenstedt Merker Area Code/Telephone/Extension:  619.667.1188 
 

If filed by applicant: 1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
  2. Has a notice of exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?     Yes      No 

  

Signature:                                                 Date:08/25/26  Title: Senior Planner  

 X   Signed by Lead Agency    Date received for filing at OPR: N/A  
      Signed by Applicant 


