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MARIN MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT  
NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

REPORT FOR THE MOUNT TAMALPAIS ROAD AND  
TRAIL MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE 

Date: August 27, 2026 

To:  Responsible Agencies, Trustee Agencies, and Interested Persons 

RE:  Notice of Preparation of a Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact Report for the Mount Tamalpais 
Watershed Road and Trail Management Plan Update  

In 2005, the Marin Municipal Water District (Marin Water or District) approved the Mount Tamalpais Road and Trail 
Management Plan (2005 RTMP) pursuant to its certification of the Mount Tamalpais Road and Trail Management 
Plan Environmental Impact Report, State Clearinghouse #2004082018 (2005 RTMP EIR). The 2005 RTMP identifies 
specific improvements, a maintenance program, best management practices, and environmental protection 
measures to be used when conducting erosion control projects and managing roads and trails in the Mount 
Tamalpais watershed (Watershed). Additionally, the 2005 RTMP contains an inventory of all Watershed roads and 
trails and makes recommendations about accepting certain routes as official roads and trails, reclassifying others, 
and closing or decommissioning select unapproved non-system routes. 

Since approval of the 2005 RTMP, Marin Water has determined that updates to RTMP are needed to address 
conditions involving public access and restoration needs in the Watershed. In accordance with the provisions of 
the California Environmental Quality Act, Public Resources Code section 21000 et seq. (CEQA), Marin Water has 
determined that the Road and Trail Management Plan Update (RTMP Update) will require preparation of a 
Subsequent Environmental Impact Report to the 2005 RTMP EIR (RTMP Update Subsequent EIR, or Subsequent 
EIR). The purpose of this Notice of Preparation (NOP) is to provide an opportunity for the public, interested 
parties, and public agencies to comment on the scope and content of the Subsequent EIR.  

1.1 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 
Marin Water will conduct a public scoping meeting to inform interested parties about the proposed RTMP Update 
and to provide public agencies and the public with an opportunity to provide comments on the scope and 
content of the EIR. The public scoping meeting is scheduled for the following time and location: 

September 10, 2026, 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Sky Oaks Watershed Headquarters 
49 Sky Oaks Road 
Fairfax, CA 94930 
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1.1.1 Providing Comments on this Notice of Preparation 
Written and/or email comments on the NOP should be provided at the earliest possible date but must be received 
by noon on September 28, 2026. Comments on the NOP may be submitted as follows: 

▶ By email: rtmp@marinwater.org 
Subject line: “RE: Mount Tamalpais Road and Trail Management Plan Update Public Comment” 

▶ By mail: 
Marin Municipal Water District, c/o Carly Blanchard, Environmental Planner 
220 Nellen Avenue 
Corte Madera, CA 94925 
Letter subject heading: “RE: Mount Tamalpais Road and Trail Management Plan Update Public Comment” 

1.2 PROJECT LOCATION 
The RTMP Update plan boundary consists of Marin Water property in the Mount Tamalpais Watershed, which is 
located in central Marin County. The Watershed (i.e., planning area for the RTMP Update) covers approximately 
19,000 acres. It is located just outside or adjacent to the cities and towns of Fairfax, San Anselmo, Ross, Larkspur, 
Corte Madera, and Mill Valley and communities of Lagunitas, Forest Knolls, San Geronimo, Woodacre, and 
Kentfield (Figure 1).  

Regional access to the Watershed is provided via US Highway 101 and State Route 1. The primary entrances to the 
Watershed are mainly through neighboring communities, notably Deer Park and Sky Oaks (Fairfax), Natalie Coffin 
Green Park (Ross), and Throckmorton Ridge and Old Railroad Grade (Mill Valley). Additional entry points are 
located along Bolinas-Fairfax Road, Panoramic Highway, and Ridgecrest Boulevard. Visitors come from 
neighboring communities and the greater Bay Area region to use Watershed lands. Visitors also come from other 
parts of the United States and other countries, owing to its proximity to the world-renowned Muir Woods 
National Monument, the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, and Point Reyes National Seashore. 

1.2.1 Background and Development of RTMP Update 
The 2005 RTMP addresses road and trail projects needed to control erosion in the Watershed. Trails were 
identified to be 1) included in Marin Water's official road and trail system, 2) reclassified to a different type of trail 
or road, and 3) decommissioned to protect sensitive environments and/or redundancy. Additionally, best 
management practices (BMPs), a maintenance program, design standards, environmental protection measures, a 
work plan for managing non-system roads and trails, and an implementation and monitoring program were 
adopted as part of the 2005 RTMP.  

To better support the diverse interests of visitors in the Watershed, while protecting water quality and natural 
resources, Marin Water completed the Recreation Management Planning Feasibility Study (Feasibility Study) in 2024. 
The Feasibility Study was developed with extensive public engagement involving six community workshops, two 
site visits, over 20 interviews with stakeholder groups, individual interviews with park rangers, and a Watershed-
wide visitor survey. Marin Water initiated a revised Class 1 E-bike pilot program, which is currently in place through 
June 30, 2027. Marin Water now seeks to build upon information from the Feasibility Study and the existing Class 1 
E-bike pilot program to help prepare the proposed RTMP Update and complete the Subsequent EIR.  

mailto:rtmp@marinwater.org
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The proposed RTMP Update would address current and long-term recreation use management, associated road 
and trail facility improvement needs, and environmental protection and restoration of Watershed resources. The 
process to engage the community for input to the RTMP Update has included two workshops in November 2025; 
three community site walks in January, February, and April 2026; one workshop in May 2026; and three 
presentations to the District Board of Directors (Watershed Committee) in December 2025 and March and June 
2026. During the planning process, interested parties were presented with three illustrative scenarios to explore 
combinations of: 

▶ road, trail, and non-system route restoration; 

▶ road and trail access changes; and 

▶ road and trail management approaches. 

With consideration of these illustrative scenarios, the District collected feedback from interested parties to 
develop the preferred scenario that constitutes the proposed RTMP Update, which is summarized in the NOP and 
which will be the subject of the Subsequent EIR. 

Proposed RTMP Update 
In support of Marin Water’s mission to manage “the lands, water, and facilities in our trust to provide reliable, 
high-quality water and adapt and sustain these precious resources for the future,” the RTMP Update’s overall 
restoration approach would be to improve water quality and protect environmental conditions through road-to-
trail conversion projects, decommissioning and restoring non-system routes that have not been adopted into the 
approved trail system, and decommissioning and restoring system roads and trails proposed for reroutes. The 
proposed actions emphasize restoring watershed resources and ecosystem health while making thoughtful 
changes to the road and trail network that improve long-term sustainability and recreation opportunities. 

The RTMP Update Subsequent EIR will contain both program-level and project-level analyses. The program-level 
component will address broad management and design guideline topics, such as signage, stewardship, adaptive 
management for modifications to roads and trails, long-term road and trail access and restoration projects, and 
enforcement mechanisms. Project-level components of the RTMP Update would consist of priority restoration, 
road and trail access modifications, and improvements intended for near-term implementation. 

Restoration and Watershed Protection Area 
The RTMP Update would include restoration of nonsystem route and existing road and trails. These activities are 
depicted in Figure 2. Areas identified for restoration were considered, in part, based on the presence of conditions 
including sensitive natural resources, soils and geologic conditions, and hydrological features (e.g., streams, lakes, 
and wetlands). 

The Watershed Protection Area was identified for its unique ecosystem, including the largest contiguous 
redwood-dominated forest on the watershed, limited existing trail network, and opportunity to preserve habitat 
with minimal human disturbance. Human activity is minimized in this area, allowing restoration and ecosystem 
protection to remain the primary focus.  

The RTMP Update would include approximately 68 miles of total restoration, which includes restoration of non-
system routes, system roads, system trails, and road-to-trail conversions. 
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Figure 1 Regional Location 

 
Source: Adapted by Alta Planning and Design in 2026. 
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Road and Trail Access Changes 
The RTMP Update includes proposed hiking-only trails, hiking and biking trails, hiking and equestrian trails, multi-
use trails (hiking, biking, and equestrian), and unpaved road use designation changes. These access changes 
include use designation changes, new trail construction, major system road and trail reroutes, road-to-trail 
conversions, and non-system route adoption and reroutes. 

The RTMP Update proposes to establish accessible trails from the Bon Tempe, Sky Oaks, Deer Park, Rock Spring, 
and Leo T. Cronin trailheads. These trails would be improved to meet established criteria for unpaved accessible 
trails. Watershed-wide road and trail access changes are depicted in Figure 3. Enlargements of the road and trail 
access changes for the Mount Tamalpais Area and the Pine Mountain Area are depicted in Figures 4 and 5, 
respectively. A summary of these project components is provided in Table 1. 

Table 1 Existing and Proposed Access to Road and Trails 

 Existing Roads and Trails  
(Approximate Miles) 

Proposed Roads and Trails  
(Approximate Miles) 

Hiking Only Trails 42 42 

Hiking and Biking Trails 0 27 

Hiking and Equestrian Trails 18 14 

Multi-Use Trails (Hiking, Biking, Equestrians) 0 15 

Unpaved Roads 74 60 

Paved Roads 21 21 
Note: Mileage is based on initial assessment and may change upon further consideration and evaluation. 
Source: Compiled by Ascent in 2026. 

Restoration and Trail Access Construction Activities 
Under the proposed RTMP Update, the restoration and trail access construction activities would involve temporary 
use of construction equipment, transport of materials, and limited vegetation clearing or excavation associated 
with new or rerouted trails. The Update also proposes installation of new trailhead amenities, such as wayfinding 
and interpretive signage. Construction activities would be short‑term, intermittent, and small-scale, occurring at 
various locations throughout the Watershed over many years as individual projects are implemented. In addition 
to use of hand tools, construction would include heavy equipment typically used for trail construction and 
restoration, such as excavators, backhoes, dozers, dump trucks, compact tractors, compactors, chainsaws, and 
various trucks for hauling materials and crew transport.  

Trail Operations and User Management Approaches 
Marin Water would be considering adaptive management approach to trail operations, such as managing two 
trails as downhill-only for bikes, prohibiting bikes on weekends on one unpaved road, and managing several 
multi-use trails with alternating days for equestrians and bicyclists. The RTMP would include adaptive visitor 
management tools to address changing conditions over the life of the plan.  

For electric-assisted travel, the proposed RTMP Update defines biking as including both standard bicycles and 
Class 1 electric bicycles (e-bikes). Under California law (Vehicle Code Section 312.5), Class 1 e-bikes are electric 
pedal-assisted bicycles that can travel at a maximum speed of 20 miles per hour. 



Notice of Preparation   

Marin Municipal Water District 61152.00100\45253933.1 
Mount Tamalpais Road and Trail Management Plan Update 6 

Continued Implementation of Elements of the 2005 RTMP 
The proposed RTMP Update would continue to implement components of the 2005 RTMP unchanged, including: 

▶ signage and associated facilities, 

▶ ongoing road and trail maintenance programs,  

▶ classifications and condition of roads and trails not identified for changes as part of the RTMP Update,  

▶ existing community stewardship programs, and 

▶ standards for roads and trails with no change in use. 

Potential Environmental Effects 
The Subsequent EIR will evaluate the environmental effects of the proposed RTMP Update. The purpose of the 
Subsequent EIR is to focus the discussion on those potential effects on the environment of the RTMP Update that 
the District determines may be significant. Environmental impacts will be considered in light of BMPs, facility 
design standards, and environmental protection measures incorporated into the RTMP Update description. In 
addition, feasible mitigation measures will be recommended, when applicable, that could reduce significant 
environmental impacts or avoid significant environmental impacts. 

The analysis of potential environmental effects in the Subsequent EIR that has initially been identified includes the 
following: 

▶ aesthetic resources; 

▶ air quality; 

▶ archaeological, historical, and tribal cultural resources; 

▶ biological resources; 

▶ geology, soils, and seismicity; 

▶ greenhouse gas emissions; 

▶ hazards and hazardous materials; 

▶ hydrology and water quality; 

▶ noise; 

▶ public services, recreation, and utilities; 

▶ transportation; and 

▶ wildfire. 
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Figure 2 Proposed RTMP Update – Restoration and Watershed Protection Area 

 
Source: Adapted by Ascent in 2026. 
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Figure 3 Proposed RTMP Update – Road/Trail Access Changes 

 
Source: Adapted by Ascent in 2026.
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Figure 4 Proposed RTMP Update – Road/Trail Access Changes | Mount Tamalpais Area Enlargement 

 
Source: Adapted by Ascent in 2026.
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Figure 5 Proposed RTMP Update – Road/Trail Access Changes | Pine Mountain Area Enlargement 

 
Source: Adapted by Ascent in 2026.
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2 ALTERNATIVES 
A reasonable range of alternatives, including a No Project Alternative, will be evaluated in the Subsequent EIR to 
avoid or reduce any significant environmental effects of the proposed RTMP Update in accordance with CEQA and 
the State CEQA Guidelines.  

2.1 PERMITS AND APPROVALS 
Marin Water is the public agency responsible for approving and carrying out the proposed RTMP Update and is 
the Lead Agency under CEQA. Marin Water is responsible for preparing this Subsequent EIR and will consider its 
certification and whether to approve the RTMP Update after the Subsequent EIR has been circulated for public 
review and comment. 

Individual projects carried out under the RTMP Update may require permits and other approvals from other 
agencies, including the following: 

▶ US Army Corps of Engineers, 

▶ US Fish and Wildlife Service, 

▶ National Marine Fisheries Service, 

▶ California Office of Historic Preservation, 

▶ State Water Resources Control Board, 

▶ San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board, 

▶ California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 

▶ Bay Area Air Quality Management District, and 

▶ Marin County. 


	MARIN MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE MOUNT TAMALPAIS ROAD AND TRAIL MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE
	1.1 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING
	1.1.1 Providing Comments on this Notice of Preparation

	1.2 PROJECT LOCATION
	1.2.1 Background and Development of RTMP Update
	Proposed RTMP Update
	Restoration and Watershed Protection Area
	Road and Trail Access Changes
	Restoration and Trail Access Construction Activities
	Trail Operations and User Management Approaches
	Continued Implementation of Elements of the 2005 RTMP
	Potential Environmental Effects




	2 ALTERNATIVES
	2.1 PERMITS AND APPROVALS


