Notice of Exemption Appendix E

To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): Santa Margarita Water District

P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 26111 Antonio Parkway, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

County Clerk
County of; ORANGE (Address)

Project Title: Portola Reservoir Spillway Maintenance

Project Applicant: Santa Margarita Water District

Project Location - Specific:

Property behind 31371 Trigo Trail, Coto de Caza 92679, on spillway easement

i ; - Coto de Caza i : . Orange
Project Location - City: Project Location - County: 9
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:
Nature of Project: Santa Margarita Water District (SMWD) wiil perform routine maintenance of the Pottola Reservoir spiflway, isting of lion and seds removal along approxima\aly 200 Enear l‘eel af the exisling
concrele V-ditch. Work wnll be limited to the District’s existing sasement and to areas necessary to maintain proper spillway function. The spiltway will remain
lion of the existing spillway facilities is All removed and debris will be hauled offsite and disposed of at an appropnale facility.Purpose of Pm;ect.The
purpose of the project Is 10 maintaln the Portola Reservolr spillway in a safe and i diti by ing ion and sedi thal could obstruct or reducs the conveyance capacity of the spillway.
The wark is part of SMWD's ragular reservoir maintenance program and is p with the California Division of Safety of Dams (DSOD).Beneficiaries of

Project:The project will benefit SMWD customers and the surrounding communlly by malntalnlng the sale and rellable operation of Ine Portola Reserveir and ils spillway facilities. Routine maintenance helps preserve the
drainage and overflow capacity of the spillway.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project; Santa Margarita Water District

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Santa Margarita Water District

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
[0 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
O Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
I Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Class 1 Existing Facilities

Reasons why project is exempt:

The project is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15301, Class 1 (Existing Facilities), because the
project consists of routine maintenance of an existing reservoir spillway facility involving no expansion of its existing use. Maintenance activities are
limited to the removal of accumulated vegetation, sediment, and debris from approximately 200 linear feet of an existing cancrete V-ditch to
maintain the spillway in its existing operational condition. No new construction, expansion, or modification of the existing facility will occur. The
project is also consistent with Section 15304, Class 4 (Minor Alterations to Land), as the work involves minor vegetation and sediment removal
within the District's existing easement.

Lead Agency

Contact Person: Daniel Ward

Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 949-988-9505

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No

Signature: ‘M Date: 8/19/2026 Title:  Construction Manager

Signed by Lead Agency = Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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Complete and aitach thls form to sach CEQA Notice flled with the County Clerk-Recorder
TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY

Project Title

PORTOLA RESERVOIR SPILLWAY MAINTENANCE

Check Document being Filed:
I:] Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
I:I Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND} or Negative Declaration (ND)
Notice of Exemption (NOE)

|:| Other {Please il in type):

FILED IN THE QFFICE OF THE ORANGE
COUNTY CLERK-REGORDER ON 08/20/2026
Posted 08/20/2026 Removed .
Heturned to agency on
pEPUTY 135

Flling fees are due at the time & Notice of Determination/Exemption is flled with our office.For more Information
an filing fees and No Effect Determinations, please refer to California Code of Regulations, Titie 14, section 754.5.




NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

TO: Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation
State Clearinghouse

P. O. Box 3044, Room 113

Sacramento, CA. 95812-3044

FROM; Name: Santa Margarita Water District

(Public Agency)

Address: 26111 Antonio Parkway
Rancho Santa Margarita

California, 92688
Telephone:  949-459-6420

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
or

County Clerk, County of Orange

FILED

AUG 20 2026

Address:
HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDER
B &)"/
" - DEPUTY

1. Project Titlé:

Portela Reservoir Spillway Maintenance

2. Project Applicant (include address, telephone
number and email address):

Santa Margarita Water District

26111 Antonio Parkway Rancho Santa Margarita
California, 92688

049-459-6420. __. ... S

3. Project Location — Identify street address and cross
streets or attach a map showing project site
{preferably a USGS 15’ or 7 1/2’ topographical map
identified by quadrangle name}:

Property behind 31371 Trigo Trail, Coto de Caza, 92679
on District Spillway Easement

4. (a) Project Location — City: Rancho Santa Margarita

() Project Location — County: Crange County

5. Description of nature, purpose, and beneficiaries of
Project:

Nature of Project: Santa Margarita Water District
(SMWD) will perform routine maintenance of the Portola

Reservoir Spillway; consisting of vegetation-and sediment

removal along approximately 200 linear feet of the
existing concrete V-ditch, Work will be limited to the
district’s existing easement and to areas necessary to
maintain proper spillway function. The spillway will
rernain operational throughout the maintenance activities.
No new construction, expansion, or modification of the
existing spillway facilities is proposed. All removed
vegetation, sediment, and debris will be hauled offsite and
disposed of at an appropriate facility. Purpose of Project:
The purpose of the project is to maintain the Portola
Reservoir spillway in a safe and functional condition by
removing accumulated vegetation and sediment that could
obstruct or reduce the conveyance capacity of the
spillway. The work is part of SMWD?’s regular reservoir
maintenance program and is performed in accordance
with maintenance requirements associated with the
California Division of Safety of Dams
{DSOD).Beneficiaries of Project: The project will benefit
SMWTD customers and the surrounding community by
maintaining the safe and reliable operation of the Poriola
Reservoir and ils spillway facilities. Routine maintenance
helps preserve the drainage and overflow capacity of the
spiltway.

6. Name of Public Agency approving project:

Santa Margarita Water District

Notice of Exemption

FORM "A”



7. Name of Person or Agency undertaking the project, = Daniel Ward
including any person undertaking an activity that
receives financial assistance from the Public Agency
as part of the activity or the person receiving a lease,
permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement of use
from the Public Agency as part of the activity:

8. Exempt status: (check one)

(a) O Ministerial project. (Pub. Resources Code § 21080(b)(1); State CEQA
Guidelines § 15268)
(b) O Not a project. (State CEQA Guidelines §§ 15050(c)(2)-(3), 15378)

(Pub. Resources Code § 21080(b)(3); State CEQA

(¢) O Declared Emergency el
Guidelines § 15269(a))

(Pub. Resources Code § 21080(b)(4); State CEQA

(d) O Emergency Project. il
Guidelines § 15269(b),(c))

(e) Categorical Exemption. Class 1 Existing Facilities

State type and section number:

(f) O Statutory Exemption.
State Code section number:

(g) [ Other. Explanation: (State CEQA Guidelines § 15061(b)(3) Common Sense
exemption)
9. Reason why project was exempt: The project is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant

to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15301, Class 1
(Existing Facilities), because the project consists of
routine maintenance of an existing reservoir spillway
facility involving no expansion of its existing use.
Maintenance activities are limited to the removal of
accumulated vegetation, sediment, and debris from
approximately 200 linear feet of an existing concrete V-
ditch to maintain the spillway in its existing operational
condition. No new construction, expansion, or
modification of the existing facility will occur. The
project is also consistent with Section 15304, Class 4
(Minor Alterations to Land), as the work involves minor
vegetation and sediment removal within the District's
existing easement.

10. Lead Agency Contact Person: Daniel Ward
Telephone: 949-988-9505

11. If filed by applicant: Attach Certificate of Determination (Form “B”’) before filing.

12. Was a public hearing held by the Lead Agency to consider the exemption? Yes [0 No
If yes, the date of the public hearing was:

we 8)19/2026

Tt FILED

Signature AUG 70 078

. me\ \/\(u5 HUGH NGUY()\) :

BY:

Notice of Exemption FORM “A”



Title: CO" Sf)L{‘(/OJ’i(ﬂn M M&éﬁ(

B Signed by Lead Agency [J Signed by Applicant

Date Received for Filing:
(Clerk Stamp Here)

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code.
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

FILED

AUG 20 2026
HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDEK

BY: DEPUTY

Notice of Exemption FORM “A”



CERTIFICATE OF DETERMINATION

(If Notice of Exemption filed by Project Applicant, Project Applicant must Attach to Notice of Exemption)

1. Name or description of project:

Portola Reservoir Spillway Maintenance

2. Project Location — Identify street
address and cross streets or attach a
map showing project site (preferably a
USGS 15 or 7 1/2° topographical map
identified by quadrangle name):

easement

Property behind 31371 Trigo Trail, Coto de Caza 92679, on spillway

3. Entity or person undertaking project:

Santa Margarita Water District

B. Other (Private)

(1)

Name

2

Address

4.  Staff Determination:

The Lead Agency’s Staff, having undertaken and completed a preliminary review of this project in accordance

with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Lead Agency’s Local Guidelines for

Implementing CEQA has concluded that this project does not require further environmental assessment because:

a. [ The proposed action does not constitute a project under CEQA.
b. [ The project is a Ministerial Project.
o The project is an Emergency Project.
d O The project constitutes a feasibility or planning study.
e. [ The project is categorically exempt.
Applicable Exemption Class: Class 1
f. O The project is statutorily exempt.
Applicable Exemption:
g. O The project is otherwise exempt on the
following basis:
h. O The project involves another public agency which constitutes the Lead Agency.

Name of Lead Agency:

Date: g//?/ AD R0

FILED

AUG 2 0 2026

HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDEK

BY: DEPUT

Certificate of Determination

satt. CMWD
Danel Word

Constrvehion Mg

FORM “B”




ey State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife

@8 2026 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT
' DIFW 753.8a (REV. 01/01/26) Previously DFG 753.5a

RECEIPT NUMBER:
30-08/20/2026-0717
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (I appicabie)

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE, TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY.

LEAD AGENGY LEAD AGENCY EMAIL DATE
SANTA MARGARITA WATER DISTRICT 08/20/2028
COUNTY;'STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER
ORANGE COUNTY 202685000068
PROJECT TITLE
PORTOLA RESERVOIR SPILLWAY MAINTENANGCE
PROJECT APPLICANT NANE PROJECT APPLIGANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER
SANTA MARGARITA WATER DISTRICT (949) 458-6420
PROJECT AFPLICANT ADDRESS cIy STATE ZIP CODE
26171 ANTONIO PARKWAY RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA CA 92688
- PROJECT-APPLICANT- (Cheak-apprepriate-box)- -—- —— s e e e e

[T Local Public Agency M school District Other Speaiai District [} state Agenoy [C] Private Entity
CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:

L1 Environmental Impast Report (EIR} $ 422750 3

[J Mitigated/Negative Deolaration (MND)(ND} $ 3,043.75 §

[J Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) doeument - payment due directly to COFW $ 1,437.25 3

[ Exempt from fee

ORIGINAL - PROJECT APPLICANT COPY - CDFWIASE COPY . LEAD AGENCY COPY . COUNTY CLERK

Ix] Notice of Exemption (attach)
[0 GOFW No Effect Determination (attach)
[1 Fee previously paid (aftach previously lssued cash recsipt capy)

[1 Water Right Application or Petition Fes (State Water Resources Control Board onily) $ 850.00%

O County documentary haridling fee $ 50.00 $

O Other $
PAYMENT METHOD:

[1 Cash [J Credt [ Check [ Other TOTAL RECEIVED  § 0.00
SIGNATURE AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE
X w% ﬁ Roberto Uriostegui  Deputy Clerk

DFW 753.5a (Rev. 01012026)




Orange County - -
Clerk-Recorder
Hugh Nguyen
801 N. Ross Streeatb
Santa Ana, CA 92701

(714) B834-2500

Receipt No.: RPT20260000251488
Finalization No.:2d260000249521
Cagshier: 138

Registen: SOUTHCOUNTY 1A

Date/Time: 08/20/2026 11:57 AM - \

|
Itam Title Count \
1 201 1
EIR: Exempt or Previously Paid

Dogument I0 | - Aawount—— — l
- : — — TDoak 202665000066 3000 |
i Time Recorded 11:57 AM . i
Total Amount Due: $0.00 1
i
' Total Paid t
. Amount Due: 50.00

THANK YOU

PLEASE RETAIN THIS RECEIRT |
FOR YOUR RECORDS .

www . oarecorder! gom
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