
Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: {Public Agency): Santa Margarita Water District 

26111 Antonio Parkway, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 

County Clerk 
County of: _o_R_A_NG_E _____ _ 

Project Title: Portola Reservoir Spillway Maintenance 

Project Applicant: Santa Margarita Water District 

Project Location - Specific: 

{Address) 

Property behind 31371 Trigo Trail, Coto de Caza 92679, on spillway easement 

Project Location - City: Coto de Caza Project Location - County: _o_r_a_ng_e ____ __ _ 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
Nature of Project: Santa Margarita Water Olstrict (SMWO) wii pertorm routine maintenance ol the Pot1oJa ReseNOir spillway, consisting of vegetation and sed:m&nt removal along approximately 200 linear feet of the existing 
c:onttela V-ditch. WC>fk will be limited 10 tmt Oistricl's existing easement and to areas necessary to mainlain proper spillway function. The spillway wiD remrun operational throughout the maintenance activities. No new 
construciion, expansion, or moditicaOOn of lhe existing spillway facilities is proposed. All removed vegelation, sedim&nl, and debris wm be hauled offslto and disposed of at an app1opriate facility.Purpose of Projact:nie 
purpose of the proj9C1 ls to maintain the Portola Reservotr spillway in a sale and functional condition by removing aceumulated vegetalion and sediment lhal could obslruct or reduce the conveyance capacity of lhe spillway. 
Th& work is part of SMWD's regular reservoir maintenance program and is performed in accordooce with maintenance requirements associated witt1 the California DivlslOf'l of Safety of Dams (DSOD).Beneftciaries of 
Projecl:The project will benefit SMWD customers and the surrounding community by maintaining the sare and reliable operation of the Portola Reservoir and its spillway facilities. Routine maintenance helps preserve the 
drainage and. overtlow capacity of lhe spillway. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: _s_a_n_ta_M_a_rg_a_ri_ta_w_a_te_r_D_is_t_ric_t _ ____________ _ 

Name of Person or Agency carrying Out Project: _s_a_n_ta_M_a_rg_a_ri_ta_W_a_te_r_D_is_t_rict _________ __ _ 

Exempt Status: (check one): 
D Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b){1 ); 15268); 

□ Declared Emergency {Sec. 21080(b){3); 15269{a)); 

□ Emergency Project {Sec. 21080{b){4); 15269{b){c)); 
GI Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 1 Existing Facilities 

□ Statutory Exemptions. State code number: _ ________ _ _ _________ _ 

Reasons why project is exempt: 
The project is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15301, Class 1 (Existing Facilities}, because the 
project consists of routine maintenance of an existing reservoir spillway facility involving no expansion of its existing use. Maintenance activities are 
limited to the removal of accumulated vegetation, sediment, and debris from approximately 200 linear feet of an existing concrete V-ditch to 
maintain the spillway in its existing operational condition. No new construction, expansion, or modification of the existing facility will occur. The 
project is also consistent with Section 15304, Class 4 (Minor Alterations to Land}, as the work involves minor vegetation and sediment removal 
within the District's existing easement. 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: Daniel Ward Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 949-988-9505 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? Yes No 

Signature:~~ Date: 8/19/2026 Title: Construction Manager 

Signed by Lead Agency ■ Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

Date Received for filing at OPR: _____ _ 

Revised 2011 



ORANGE COUNTY 
CLERK-RECORDER 

CEQA FILING COVER SHEET 

202685000966 
FILED 

August 20, 2026 
HUGH NGUYEN 

CLERK· RECORDER 

Jly'~ 
Deputy clerk 

THIS SPACE FOR CLERK'S USE ONLY 

Complete and attach this form to each CEQA Notice flied with the County Clerk-Recorder 

TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY 

Project Title 

PORTOLA RESERVOIR SPILLWAY MAINTENANCE 

Check Document being Filed: 

D Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

D Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) or Negative Declaration (ND) 

I vi Notice of Exemption (NOE) 

D Other (Please fill in type): 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE ORANGE 

COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER ON 08/20/2026 

Posted 08/20/2026 Removed ____ _ 

Returned to agency on ________ _ 

DEPUTV~1~3~5 __________ _ 

Filing fees are due at the time a Notice of Determination/Exemption ls flled with our office.For more Information 
on filing fees and No Effect Determinations, please refer to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 753.5. 



NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

TO: Office of Land Use and Climate Im1ovation FROM: Name: Santa Margarita Water District 

□ 
State Clearinghouse (Public Agency) 
P. 0. Box 3044, Room 113 Address: 26111 Autonio Parkway 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Rancho Santa Margarita 

Califomia, 92688 

Telephone: 949-459-6420 

~ Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

or FILED 
County Clerk, County of Orange 

AUG 2 0 2026 
Address: 

HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDER 
n .; 

01: .. - IJBPUn 
I. Project Title: Portola Reservoir S]lillway Maintenance 

2, Project Applicant (include address, telephone Santa Margarita Water District 

number and email address): 26111 Autonio Parkway Rancho Santa Margarita 
California, 92688 

---- - ---- ---- -- ------ --- -- 9.49-459~6420 -- --- -- -- ------- --

3. Project Location - Identify street address and cross Property behind 31371 Trigo Trail, Coto de Caza, 92679 

streets or attach a map showing project site on District Spillway Easement 

(preferably a USGS 15' or 7 1/2' topographical map 
identified by quadrangle name): 

4. (a) Project Location - City: Rancho Santa Margarita (b) Project Location - County: Orange County 

5. Descdption of nature, purpose, and beneficiaries of Natnre of Project: Santa Margarita Water District 

Project: (SMWD) will perform routine maintenance of tlle Portola 
Rgser-v0ir----Spillway,G0nsisting-0f-vggetati011-and--sediment 
removal along approxinlately 200 linear feet of the 
existing concrete V-ditch. Work will be linlited to tlle 
district's existing easement and to areas necessary to 
maintain proper spillway fm1ction. The spillway will 
remain operational tllroughont the maintenance activities. 
No new construction, expansion, or modification of the 
existing spillway facilities is proposed. All removed 
vegetation, sedinlent, and debris will be hauled offsite and 
disposed of at an appropriate facility. Purpose of Project: 
The pmpose of tlle project is to maintain tl1e Portola 
Reservoir spillway in a safe and fm1ctional condition by 
removing accumulated vegetation and sediment tllat could 
obstruct or reduce the conveyance capacity of the 
spillway. The work is part ofSMWD's regular reservoir 
maintenance program and is perfonned in accordance 
with maintenance requirements associated with the 
California Division of Safety of Darns 
(DSOD).Beneficiaries of Project: The project will benefit 
SMWD customers and tlle smrnunding commm1ity by 
maintaining tlle safe and reliable operation of tl1e Portola 
Reservoir and its spillway facilities. Routine maintenance 
helps preserve the drainage and overflow capacity of tl1e 
spillway. 

6. Name of Public Agency approving project: Santa Margarita Water Disuict 

Notice of Exemption 



7. Name of Person or Agency undertaking the project, Daniel Ward 

including any person undertaking an activity that 
receives financial assistance from the Public Agency 
as part of the activity or the person receiving a lease, . 
pennit, license, certificate, or other entitlement of use 
from the Public Agency as part of the activity: 

8. Exempt status: (check one) 

(a) □ Ministerial project. (Pub. Resources Code§ 21080(b)( l); State CEQA 
Guidelines § 15268) 

(b) □ Not a project. (State CEQA Guidelines§§ 15050(c)(2)-(3), 15378) 

(c) □ Declared Emergency (Pub. Resources Code § 21080(b )(3); State CEQA 
Guidelines § l 5269(a)) 

(d) □ Emergency Project. (Pub. Resources Code§ 21080(b)(4); State CEQA 
Guidelines§ 15269(b),(c)) 

(e) fgJ Categorical Exemption. Class 1 Existing Facilities 

State type and section number: 

(f) □ Statutory Exemption. 
State Code section number: 

(g) □ Other. Explanation: (State CEQA Guidelines§ 1506l(b)(3) Common Sense 
exemption) 

9. Reason why project was exempt: The project is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant 
to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 , Class 1 
(Existing Facilities), because the project consists of 
routine maintenance of an existing reservoir spillway 
facility involving no expansion of its existing use. 
Maintenance activities are limited to the removal of 
accumulated vegetation, sedin1ent, and debris from 
approximately 200 linear feet of an existing concrete V -
ditch to maintain the spillway in its existing operational 
condition. No new construction, expansion, or 
modification of the existing facility will occur. The 
project is also consistent with Section 15304, Class 4 
(Minor Alterations to Land), as the work involves minor 
vegetation and sediment removal within the District's 
existing easement. 

IO. Lead Agency Contact Person: Daniel Ward 

Telephone: 949-988-9505 

11. If filed by applicant: Attach Certificate of Determination (Fonn "B") before filing. 

12. Was a public hearing held by the Lead Agency to consider the exemption? Yes 0 No fgJ 

If yes, the date of the public hearing was: 

Signature AUG ? 0 20?~ 
HUGH NGUYt::,, v., .. .. 

BY: .. ~ 
Notice of Exemption FORM "A" 



T;tl, ct)/1 s-fr(J c,./-,&r,. !vi /YJW' 

~ Signed by Lead Agency D Signed by Applicant 

Date Received for Filing: 

(Clerk Stamp Here) 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21 108, 21152, and 21 152. 1, Public Resources Code. 

Notice of Exemption 

BY: 

FILED 
AUG 2 0 2026 

HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDEk t! DEPUTY 

FORM "A" 



CERTIFICATE OF DETERMINATION 

(If Notice of Exemption filed by Project Applicant, Project Applicant must Attach to Notice of Exemption) 

1. Name or description of project: Portola Reservoir Spillway Maintenance 

2. Project Location - Identify street Property behind 31371 Trigo Trail, Coto de Caza 92679, on spillway 
address and cross streets or attach a easement 
map showing project site (preferably a 
USGS 15' or 7 1/2' topographical map 
identified by quadrangle name): 

3. Entity or person undertaking project: A. Santa Margarita Water District 

B. Other (Private) 

(l) Name 

(2) Address 

4. Staff Detennination: 

The Lead Agency's Staff, having undertaken and completed a preliminary review of this project in accordance 
with the California Envirom11ental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Lead Agency's Local Guidelines for 
Implementing CEQA has concluded that this project does not require further envirom11ental assessment because: 

a. D The proposed action does not constitute a project under CEQA. 

b. D The project is a Ministerial Project. 

C. D The project is an Emergency Project. 

d. D The project constitutes a feasibility or planning study. 

e. i:gJ The project is categorically exempt. 

Applicable Exemption Class: Class 1 ' I 
; 

f. D The project is statutorily exempt. 

Applicable Exemption: 

g. D The project is otherwise exempt on the 
following basis: 

h. D The project involves another public agency which constitutes the Lead Agency. 

Name of Lead Agency: 
! 
i 
! 

Date g) /9 / 9-o Q.b 

FILED 

Staff: .S,M vJ D 
[)~·•tt\ vJ~ 
C:nsrrvu·h On M wi.'ff/ 

AUG 2 0 2026 
HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDEh 

BY: ~ DEPUl 

Certificate of Determination FORM "B" 



apartment of Fish and 'Midlife 
NTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT 

' 

State of California - D 
2026 ENVIRONME 
DFW 753.Sa (REV. 0 1/01/26) Previously DFG 753.Sa 

I! E~~~:fi~~.'~f ~f d 
111111 ~ .. •;]. -,\:>-" 

~ 

RECEIPT NUMBER: 

30-08/20/2026-0717 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If applicable) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REV ERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 
LEAD AGENCY 

SANTA MARGARITA WATER 

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF 

ORANGE COUNTY 

PROJ ECTTITLE 

DISTRICT 

FILING 

LWAY MAINTENANCE PORTOLA RESERVOIR SPIL 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME 

SANTA MARGARITA WATER 

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDR 

2611'1 ANTONIO PARKWAY 

PROJ 6CT-APPllCANT-(Ghee 

DISTRICT 

ESS 

k-appropriale-box)- -- ---- --

LEAD AGENCY EMAIL DATE 

08/2012026 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 

202685000966 

PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER 

(949) 459-6420 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA CA 92688 
-------- - - -- - - -- ---

D Local Public Agency D School District 1B) Other Special District D State Agency D Private Entity 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 
eport (EIR) D Environmental Impact R 

D Mitigated/Negative Dec 

D Certified Regulatory Pro 

laration (MND)(ND) 

gram (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW 

Ion (attach) 

Detennination (attach) 

[El Exempt from fee 
--------x -KIOUce ofExempf 

0 CDFW No Effect 

□ Fee previously paid (att ach previously Issued cash receipt copy) 

$ 4,227.50 $ 

$ 3,043.75 $ 

$ 1,437.25 $ 

D Water Right Application or Petition Fee {State Water Resources Control Board only) $ 850.00 $ 
□ County documentary ha 

□ Other 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

D Cash D Credi! 

SIGNATURE 

X c::::::~ 

ORIGINAL· PROJECT APPLICANT 

ndllng fee 

0 Check D Other 

~ 

COPY - CDFW/ASB 

$ 50.00 $ 

$ 

TOTAL RECEIVED $ 

AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

Roberto Uriostegui Deputy Clerk 

COPY - LEAD AGENCY COPY· COUNTY CLERK 

0.00 

DFW753.5a (Rev. 01012026) 

--



, 

Orange County 
Clerk-Recorder 

Hugh Nguyen 
601 N. Ross Street 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 

(714) 834-2500 

Reoeipt Na. : Rl?T20260000251488 

Finalization No.:20260000249521 

Cashier: 135 

Register: 

Date/'bme: 

SOUTHCOUNTYlA 

08/20/2026 11:57 AM 

Item Title r---zo1--· 
EIR: Exempt o~· Previously !?aid 
Document ID ~~Antount~~-
Doo# 202685000966 $0.00 
Time Recorded 11:57 AM 

Total /\mount Due: $0.00 

Total J?ai.d 

Am.01in t Due : ~0.00 

THANK YOU 
PLF..ASE RlC'fAIN 'rHI S RECF~ J.l?T 

!!'OR YOUR RECORDS 
www.oareoorderfaom 

I 
I 

I 
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