
Statutory Exemptions. State code number: 

_______________________________________________

Print Form

Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

 From: (Public Agency):  ____________________________To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113

 _______________________________________________Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

 County Clerk 
(Address) 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

County of:  __________________ 

Project Title:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Applicant: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Location - Specific: 

Project Location - City: ______________________ Project Location - County: 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 

_____________________ 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: _____________________________________________________ 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: ________________________________________________ 

Exempt Status:  (check one): 

Reasons why project is exempt: 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: ____________________________ Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _______________ 

If filed by applicant: 
Attach certified document of exemption finding.
Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No 

Signature: ____________________________ Date: 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR: 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

_______________ 

Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________ Title: _______________________ 

Revised 2011 

Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 
Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 
Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));

Santa Clara Valley Water District
5750 Almaden Expressway, San Jose, CA 95118

Santa Clara, Merced

Pacheco Microwave Refresh Project

Santa Clara Valley Water District

Pacheco Peak, Pacheco Pass, and Pacheco Pumping Plant

Unincorporated Santa Clara, Merced

Valley Water seeks to improve the microwave communications path for the Pacheco Pumping Plant
critical to maintaining communications with and control of the plant, including its physical security
system.

Santa Clara Valley Water District
Santa Clara Valley Water District

§15301, Existing Facilities and §15304, Minor Alterations to Land

Valley Water proposes to install communications equipment and associated supporting features that would involve minor alterations to the interior and
exterior of existing structures and facilities used to provide public water supply services. Deteriorated mechanical equipment that was not damaged from an
environmental hazard also would be rehabilitated to meet current standards of public health and safety. These proposed improvements would not expand
the existing or former uses of the affected sites, and thus the project meets the requirements of CEQA Guidelines §15301. Valley Water’s installation of a
proposed tower trailer and surrounding fencing at the Pacheco Pumping Plant Ridge Repeater site would involve minor, temporary ground disturbance of
public land and would not involve the removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees. The project therefore meets the requirements of CEQA Guidelines §15304.

Lisa Holm 480-510-2627

■

Lisa Holm 8/20/26 Associate Environmental Planner

■

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 



State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife 

2026 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT 
DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/26) Previously DFG 753.Sa 

RECEIPT NUMBER: 

ENV26256 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If ~plicable) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARL V. 
LEAD AGENCY 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING 

SANTA CLARA 
PROJECT TITLE 

PACHECO MICROWAVE REFRESH PROJECT 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT (ATTN: 

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 

5750 ALMADEN EXPRESSWAY 

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check. appropnale box) 

LEADAGENCY EMAIL 
I HOLM@VALLEYWATER.ORG 

PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL 
I HOLM@VALLEYWATER.ORG 

CITY 

SANJOSE 

STATE 

CA 

DATE 

08/18/2026 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 

PHONE NUMBER 
(408»510-2627 

izlP CODE 

95118 

[R] Local Public Agency 0 School District D Other Special District D State Agency D Private Entity 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 

LJ Envirorrnental lrrl)act Report (EIR) 

D Mitigated/Negative Declaratioo (MND)(ND) 

D Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document- payment due dreclly to CDFW 

!Kl Exempt from fee 

IZI Notice of Exemption (attach) 

D CDFW No Effect Determination (attach) 

D Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy) 

O Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) 

1K] County doc1IT1entary handling fee 

D Other 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

$4,227.50 s 
$3,043.75 $ 

$1,437.25 $ 

$850.00 $ 

$ 

$ 

□ Cash □ Credt IZI Check □ Other TOTAL RECEIVED $ 

SIGNATURE 

X 

GENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

Mike Louie, Deputy County Clerk-Recorder 

$50.00 

$50.00 

DFW 753.53 (Rev. 01012026) 

I 



SANTA CLARA COUNTY CLERK 
CEQA FILING COVER SHEET 

County of Santa Clara - Clerk-Recorder's Office 
State of California 

File Number: ENV26256 
ENVIRONMENTAL FILING 
No. of Pages: 3 
Total Fees: $50.00 
File Date: 08/18/2026 
Expires: 09/17/2026 

LOUIS CHIARAMONTE, Clerk-Recorder 
By: Mike Louie, Deputy Clerk-Recorder 

THIS SPACE FOR CLERK'S USE ONLY 

Complete and attach this form to each CEQA Notice filed with the County Clerk 

TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY 

Check Document being Filed: 

D Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

D Filing Fee (new project) 

D Previously Paid F&W (must attach F&W receipt and project titles must match) 

D No Effect Determination (F&W letter must be attached) 

D Mitigated Negative Declaration (MN□) or Negative Declaration (ND) 

D Filing Fee (new project) 

D Previously Paid F&W (must attach F&W receipt and project titles must match) 

D No Effect Determination (F&W letter must be attached) 

[Z] Notice of Exemption {NOE) 

D Other (Please fill in type): 

1. LEAD AGENCY: Santa Clara Valley Water District 

2. LEAD AGENCY EMAIL: lholm@valleywater.org 

3. PR0JECTTITLE: Pacheco Microwave Refresh Project 

4. APPLICANT NAME: Santa Clara Valley Water District (Attn: Lisa Holm) PHONE: 408-510-2627 

5. APPLICANT EMAIL: lholm@valleywater.org 

6. APPLICANT ADDRESS: 5750 Almaden Expressway, San Jose, CA 95118 

7. PROJECT APPLICANT IS A: IZ] Local Public Agency D School District D Other Special District OstateAgency □Private Entity 

8. NOTICE TO BE POSTED FOR 30 DAYS. 

Rev_8/2023 

Filing fees are due at ltie time a NoUce of Determination/Exemption is filed with our office. For more information on filing fees 
and No Effect Determinations, please refer to Califomla Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 753.5. 



Public Notice 

Notice of Exemption ... ValleyWater 

To: Santa Clara County From: Valley Water 
Clerk-Recorder's Office, Business Division 
70 West Hedding Street, First Floor, East Wing 
San Jose, CA 95110 

County Clerk/Recorder 
County of Merced 
2222 M. Street 
Merced CA 95340 

Project Title: Pacheco Microwave Refresh Project 

Project Location-Specific: Work will be conducted at four locations: 

5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA 95118 
Telephone (408) 265-2600 

• Pacheco Peak facility (37°0'28.37"N, 121 °17'15.12"W; 2755.10 feet elevation) 

• Pacheco Pass facility (37°7'28.97"N, 121 °11 '42.69"W; 2358.61 feet elevation) 

• Pacheco Pumping Plant Ridge Repeater site {37°3'4 7.88"N, 121°10'32.31 "W; 691.16 feet elevation) 

• Pacheco Pumping Plant (37°3'41.92"N, 121°10'52.42"W; 637.92 feet elevation) 

Project Location-City: Unincorporated Project Location-County: Santa Clara and Merced 

Project Purpose: Valley Water seeks to improve the microwave communications path for the Pacheco 
Pumping Plant critical to maintaining communications with and control of the plant, including its physical 
security system. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Valley Water 

Name of Agency or Person Carrying Out Project: Valley Water 

Exempt Status: (check one) 
D Ministerial [§21080(b)(1); 15268]; 
D Declared Emergency [§210B0(b){3); 15269{a)J; 
D Emergency Project [§21080(b)(c); 15269(b)(c)]; 
~ Categorical Exemptions [§15301, Class 1. Existing Facilities and §15304, 

Class 4, Minor Alterations to Land] 
D Statutory Exemptions 

Reasons Why Project is Exempt: Valley Water proposes to install communications equipment and associated 
supporting features that would involve minor alterations to the interior and exterior of existing structures and 
facilities used to provide public water supply services. Deteriorated mechanical equipment that was not damaged 
from an environmental hazard also would be rehabilitated to meet current standards of public health and safety. 
These proposed improvements would not expand the existing or former uses of the affected sites, and thus the 
project meets the requirements of CEQA Guidelines § 15301. 

Valley Water's installation of a proposed tower trailer and surrounding fencing at the Pacheco Pumping Plant 
Ridge Repeater site would involve minor, temporary ground disturbance of public land and would not involve the 
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removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees. The project therefore meets the requirements of CEQA Guidelines 
§15304. 

A Class 1 categorical exemption for Existing Facilities is available under §15301 of the CEQA Guidelines: 

"Class 1 consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of 
existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving 
negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. The types of "existing facilities" itemized below are not 
intended to be all-inclusive of the types of projects which might fall within Class 1. The key consideration is 
whether the project involves negligible or no expansion of use." 

A Class 4 categorical exemption for Minor Alterations to Land is available under §15304 of the CEQA Guidelines: 

"Class 4 consists of minor public or private alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or vegetation which 
do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or agricultural purposes." 

None of the conditions noted under the CEQA Guidelines §15300.2 exist. 

Description of Project: The proposed project would upgrade the microwave communications path for the Pacheco 
Pumping Plant so that communications pass through the existing Pacheco Peak facility in southeastern Santa Clara 
County and then into Merced County through the existing Pacheco Pass facility and a new passive tower on the hill 
east of the existing Pacheco Pumping Plant before terminating at the Pacheco Pumping Plant. Microwave antenna 
dishes would be replaced or installed along with in-kind revisions to existing hardware at the Pacheco Peak facility, 
Pacheco Pass facility, and Pacheco Pumping Plant and new dishes would be installed on a tower trailer at the 
Pacheco Pumping Plant Ridge Repeater site. Fencing would be erected around the trailer to confine a 30-x-30 to 
50-x-50 foot area. Best Management Practices (BMPs) have been incorporated into the Project. The Pacheco Peak 
facility is on lands owned by the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), the Pacheco Pass facility 
is on private lands, and the Pacheco Pumping Plant and the passive tower site are on US Bureau of Reclamation 
lands. Valley Water infrastructure was established at each facility under sperate lease or license agreements, and 
Valley Water is coordinating with US Bureau of Reclamation regarding use of the passive tower/repeater site. 

Lead Agency: Valley Water 
Contact Person: Lisa Holm 

Signature: L /4.a, //4-tm, 
Title: Lisa Holm 

Associate Environmental Planner 

cc: CECA Administrative Record 
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Area CodefTelephone/Extension: 
(408) 630-3241 

Date: 8/18/26 

i .,, 


