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Reasons why project is exempt:

The Project is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15301, Class 1, Existing Facilities, subsections (c) and (d),
because it consists of repair, replacement, maintenance, restoration, rehabilitation, and minor alteration of existing County roadway
safety facilities, including guardrails and related shoulder corrective work, with negligible or no expansion of existing use. The Project
would occur on existing County roadways and would improve existing roadside safety features to meet current safety standards. The
Project would not add new automobile travel lanes, acquire new right-of-way, or expand roadway capacity. The Project is also
consistent with the County of Tulare’s locally adopted categorical exemption procedures pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15300.4.

The County has further determined that none of the exceptions to the use of categorical exemptions set forth in CEQA Guidelines
§15300.2 apply. The Project would not result in a significant cumulative impact, would not result in a significant effect due to unusual
circumstances, would not damage scenic resources within an officially designated State Scenic Highway, is not located on a hazardous
waste site listed pursuant to Government Code §65962.5, and would not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
historical resource.

Environmental Assessment Officer: Reed Schenke, P.E., RMA Director/EAQ

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: County of Tulare

Project Planner/Representative: Claudia Sanchez, P.E. Telephone: _559-624-7000
o/ M Aug 18,2026
Signature: %"7 Date: 2 Title:  Chief Planner
Gary A. Mills Environmental Planning Division
WL ikl Wind, Aug 18, 202
‘ “Wchard Wonthor~— ug 18,2026 _ . .
Signature: [ Date: Title:  Associate RMA Director, Designee

Michael G. Washam, A.C.E.

Signed by Lead Agency Date submitted to LCI:



NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

Fee Exempt per Government Code Section 6103

EllED
e —

To: X Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation TULARE COUNT

1400 Tenth Street, Room 121

Sacramento, CA 95814 AUG 19 2076

Tulare County Clerk

Room 105, Courthouse ASSESSOR / CLERK-RECORDER

221 South Mooney Blvd. By.

Visalia, CA 93291
Lead Agency:  County of Tulare c/o Resource Management Agency DATE RECEIVED FOR FILING AT TULARE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE

5961 South Mooney Blvd.
Visalia, CA 93277(559) 624-7000
Attn: gmills@tularecounty.ca.gov and jwillis@tularecounty.ca.gov

Applicant(s): Tulare County Public Works
5961 South Mooney Blvd.
Visalia, CA 93277 (559) 624-7000

Project Title: HSIP Cycle 12 Guardrail Safety Improvements Project HSIPL-5946(233)
Project Location - Specific:

e Location 1 - Diagonal 92B (Drive 92B) (0.3 miles northeast of Avenue 260), North of
Tulare

e Location 2 —Road 68 (0.6 miles north of Avenue 280), West of Visalia
e Location 3 — Avenue 120 (0.15 miles east of Road 120), North of Pixley

e Location 4 — Avenue 368 (0.2 miles west of Road 108), North of Visalia
Project Location- Section, Township, Range: Multiple locations; see Project Vicinity Map for Details

Project Location - City: Various unincorporated areas of Tulare County, including road segments in near Visalia, Tulare, and Pixley
Project Location - County: Tulare

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: The purpose of the Project is to improve the safety on rural
segments of County roads for the traveling public by implementing roadway safety countermeasures consistent with the goals of the
Highway Safety Improvement Program. The Project consists of repairing, replacing, and upgrading existing damaged, outdated, or
destroyed guardrail facilities to meet current safety standards at four locations. The Project also includes minor shoulder
corrective work necessary to support the guardrail improvements and improve roadside safety. Work would occur within existing
County road rights-of-way and would not add automobile travel lanes, expand roadway capacity, or change the existing roadway
use. Construction is anticipated to begin in summer 2027. The beneficiaries of the Project include users of the County roads.
Exempt Status: (check one)

Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);

Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));

Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));

Common Sense Exemption: CEQA Guidelines 15061(b)(3)

Categorical Exemption: CEQA Guidelines Class 1 Section 15301 Existing Facilities, subsections (c) and (d)
Statutory Exemptions:
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