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NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT THE 
DRAFT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR  

THE LAGUNA COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT EFFLUENT STORAGE 
RESERVOIR EXPANSION PROJECT  

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Laguna County Sanitation District (LCSD) plans to expand the existing 
effluent storage reservoir located north of the Wastewater Reclamation Plant following removal of the soil 
stockpile created when the existing reservoir was constructed from 1991 to 1993.  The proposed engineered 
expansion of the effluent storage reservoir would increase the reservoir capacity from 290 to 471 million 
gallons and increase the reservoir area from approximately 36 acres to 60 acres.   

PROJECT LOCATION: The proposed effluent storage reservoir expansion would be located immediately 
south of the existing reservoir on the 157-acre LCSD owned parcel (APN 113-240-013), and north of the 
Wastewater Reclamation Plant and a tributary of Orcutt-Solomon Creek.  The proposed expansion site is 
located approximately 0.9 miles west of the City of Santa Maria, and in the County’s Fourth Supervisorial 
District. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: The LCSD is soliciting comments on the adequacy and completeness of the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (MND).  You may comment by submitting written or oral comments to the Project 
environmental contact identified below prior to the close of the public comment period at 5:00 p.m. on 
September 25, 2026.  

PROJECT DETAILS: The purpose of this MND is to fully address impacts related to reservoir expansion 
which would include a new containment berm connecting to the existing berm with a hydraulic barrier 
cutoff wall, relocation of the inlet spillway, emergency spillway and recycled water supply pipelines, a new 
16-inch diameter recycled water pipeline, a new concrete inner access ramp, a chain-link security fence 
around the expansion area connecting to existing fencing around the reservoir and a high-density 
polyethylene liner. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FINDINGS: The LCSD has prepared a draft MND pursuant to Section 15070 of 
the State Guidelines for the Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the 
County of Santa Barbara Guidelines for the Implementation of CEQA.  Preparation of an MND reflects the 
County’s opinion that any significant adverse environmental impacts associated with the proposed project 
would be reduced to a less than significant level with the adoption of mitigation measures; therefore, the 
project does not require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Significant but mitigable 
effects on the environment are anticipated in the following areas: biological resources and cultural 
resources.  

  



Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration  Notice of Intent 

Effluent Storage Reservoir Expansion 

Page 2 

DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY: The draft MND and all documents referenced in the MND may be reviewed 
at the LCSD offices located at 620 West Foster Road, Santa Maria.  The draft MND is also available for 
review at the Santa Maria Library (421 S. McClelland Street, Santa Maria) and Orcutt Branch Library (175 
S. Broadway Street, Suite 101, Orcutt).  The draft MND and related notices can also be downloaded from 
LCSD’s website, at www.countyofsb.org/pw-laguna-county-sanitation-district. 

HOW TO COMMENT: Comments should be provided to the Project environmental contact, Kevin 
Thompson, at 620 West Foster Road, Santa Maria, kethomp@countyofsb.org or (805) 803-8755 prior to 
the close of the public comment period at 5:00 p.m. on September 25, 2026.  Please limit comments to 
environmental issues such as biology, noise, etc. 
 
Note that if you challenge this environmental document in court, you may be limited to raising only those 
issues raised by you or others in written correspondence or in hearings on the proposed project.  
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