
 
 

 
 

Notice of Exemption 
Napa County Planning, Building, & Environmental Services Department 
1195 Third Street, Suite 210, Napa, CA 94559 

Submitted To  
Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation Via CEQA Submit Portal 
Napa County Clerk, 1127 First Street, Suite A, Napa, CA 94559 

Lead Agency 
Napa County (Planning, Building and Environmental Services) 
Lead Agency Contact: Pamela Arifian, 707-259-5934, pamela.arifian@countyofnapa.org 

Project Information 
Project Title: Ryla Vineyards  

County Permit(s): Agricultural Erosion Control Plan #P22-00167-ECPA 

Project Location: 720 Sunnyside Rd, St Helena, immediately north and east of the intersection of 
Sunnyside Road and Mund Road in the Deer Park community and within the Canon Creek drainage of the 
Napa River Watershed. 

Project APN: 021-330-013-000 

Project Location - County: Napa 

Project Location - Nearest City: St. Helena  

Project Description: Earthmoving activities and installation and maintenance of erosion control measures 
associated with the conversion of approximately 5.0 gross acres (4.3 net acres; including approximately 
one (1) acre of existing vineyard planted on slopes over 5% without benefit of a permit) to vineyard 
located on slopes ranging from 7% to 16%, with an average slope of 10% on an approximately 13.6 acre 
parcel near St. Helena in Napa County, California, as approved by Napa County PBES Director, on August 
19, 2026. 

Project Applicant Name: Resham and Cynthia Singh 

Project Applicant Address and Phone: 1719 Dean York Ln, St. Helena, CA 94574; (209) 614-0163 

Exempt Status: 
Categorical Exemption – Section 15304 Class 4 and Napa County Local Procedures Appendix B Class 4 
for Minor Alterations to Land.  
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Reasons why project is exempt: The project would not result in a net increase in soil loss or runoff. The 
project area is located in Canon Creek drainage, which has a conversion rate beneath the 5½% 
threshold for this Class, and is located over half-mile from a designated Mineral Resource Area, active 
or potentially active mine or quarry, and would convert less than 5.5 acres of land on slopes less than 
15%. The project avoids environmentally sensitive areas, and the plans include environmental 
commitments for preconstruction surveys and appropriate buffers/avoidance as needed of special-
status species if observed per CDFW guidance. No trees would be removed, as all trees on the parcel 
were removed with an Emergency Notice following the 2020 Glass Fire. Project would convert 
approximately 2.3 acres of pre-fire coast live oak woodland to vineyard and would result in the 
permanent preservation of approximately five (5) contiguous acres of pre-fire coast live oak woodland 
habitat. The project would not result in impacts on cultural resources. Post-project water demand for 
the parcel would be 53% of anticipated annual recharge and would not result in impacts to 
neighboring wells or springs, and is not expected to result in impacts related to groundwater/surface 
water interaction pursuant to Napa County’s WAA Guidelines, Governor’s Executive Order N-7-22/N-3-
23, Napa Valley Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan, and the Public Trust Doctrine. Project area 
is not on any of the lists of hazardous waste sites enumerated under Government Code Section 
65962.5. The project would not result in impacts to cultural or historic resources. There are no unusual 
circumstances associated with this project that would cause it to have a significant effect on the 
environment (see project file in the office of the Napa County Department of Planning, Building and 
Environmental Services for the documentation supporting these conclusions). 

Signature 

 
Signed by Lead Agency Contact: Pamela Arifian, Planner III for Brian D. Bordona, Director 
Date: 8/19/2026 


	Notice of Exemption
	Submitted To
	Lead Agency
	Project Information
	Exempt Status:
	Signature


